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EMBASSY OF THE
184 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Memorandum.
The American Embassy refers to its memorandum

dated December 15, 1937 requesting the Foreign Office to
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take appropriate action in support of a proposal of the
American Ambassador at Hankow to insure the safety of a
certain area at Hankow.

The American Embassy now desires to remind the
Japanese Government that while the American
Government claims absolute freedom for its ships to move
and trade on the Yangtze River, the American Government
looks to the Japanese authorities to give prior warning in
the event of any area on the Yangtze becoming, through
steps taken by the Japanese authorities, a danger area.

Tokyo, December 28, 1937.
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I have pleasure of informing you that, in conjunction
with arrangement recently made for passage down
Yangtse River to Shanghai of HM.S. Capetown and Italian
ship Sandro Sandri, Japanese Navy is ready to render
assistance to vessels of third Powers which are desirous of
proceeding down stream from uppar reaches of Nanking to
Shanghai under following understanding: (1) Eight vessels
will make one group and with our convoy proceed down
once in every two or three days, (2) Vessels will come
down at their own risk.

In this connection, I wish make it clearly understood
that since above-mentioned arrangement is being made
temporarily on occasion of passage of two, British and
Italian, warships, it is not be considered by this that

Yangtse River is opened for free navigation. Moreover, in
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view of fact that mine-sweeping operation as well as
mopping up operations of scattered Chinese troops are still
going on along river, it is desire of Japanese Navy that
foreign vessels including warships will refrain from
navigating Yangtse except when clear understanding is

reached with us.

(F=he1 1)
4 B SmQmER
¥ SR
B]IIRHE
We have honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter
of 21 December on subject of navigation on Yangtze River
and wish to thank you for your assurance of assistance of
Japanese Navy in convoying our shipping down river. We
agree that such movement must be undertaken at risk of
vessels themselves.
We agree that notification of movement of all

merchant shipping in danger areas is necessary at present

though we naturally hope for greater freedom as soon as
dangers are removed in accordance with our treaty rights.

With regard to movement of warships we will of
course notify Japanese Authorities on river of intended
movements whenever practicable and will in any case be
particular to give information of any intended movement
through Kiangyin barrier for present. We cannot however
accept restriction suggested by your letter that foreign
man-of-war cannot move freely on river without prior
arrangement with Japanese and we must reserve right to

move these ships whenever necessary without notification.
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