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British Embassy, Tokyo.
25th August, 1937.
No. 124
Immediate

My dear Minister,

I have today received from my Government a
telegram instructing me to approach Your Excellency with
the request that the Japanese Government should agree to

declare Tsingtao a safety area on the basis that Chinese

troops will not advance beyond a determined line provided
that the Japanese agree not to land forces.

In view of the large numbers of British nationals,
including women and children, now at Tsingtao whose lives
would be endangered and the evacuation of whom would
involve great difficulty and hardship, His Majesty's
Government consider that every effort should be made to
avert hostilities in this area.

His Majesty’'s Ambassador at Nanking has received
instructions to approach the Chinese Government in the
same sense.

Believe Me,
My dear Minister,
Yours very sincerely,
Signed: J. L. Dodds.
His Excellency,
Mr. Koki Hirota,
H.IJ.M. Minister for Foreign Affairs.
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