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Strictly confidential

Private Instructions
to
Mr. Stevens.

Foreign Office,
Tokio, Sept. 10th, 1887.

In proceeding your post at Washington, you are
hereby instructed to engage in a special service, which
you will prosecuate side by side with your other
duties, and in connection with which you will structly
observe the following points :—

1. You will in 2all cases use discretion and observe
secrecy. Our Minister will be thoroughly apprised of
the charge entrusted to you, but it is important that
other members of the legation should remain ignorant
of it.
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2. On your arrival at Washington, you will report
to our Minister the cause which led to the suspension
of the Conference. It is particularly desirable that
any feeling of disappointment which the Government
of the United States may entertain on the subject,
should be allaged; and from your knowledge of the
whole development of the negotiations, you will be
best able to furnish cur Minister with good and strong
reasons to compass the desired object. Nothing could
he more unfortunate than that the United States
Government should believe the decision taken by us
to have arisen from retrograde policy. on our part.
On the contrary, we intend to push on with all our
might to be received as a member of the great family
of nations, but we will not rest satisfied unless we
are received on a footing of equality with others.
Toward this goal of our aspiration the proposed revi-
sion of our laws and reorganization of our courts will
be a great step.

3. You will also give owr Minister at Washington
a full account of what has passed since 1882, and of

the gradual development and present issue of the
Revision question.

such telegrams will be depayed by the legation.

7. You will always act in concert with our Minis-
ter at Washington, and at the same time you will keep
the Minister of Foreign Affairs constantly informed of
your proceedings.
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4. According to the orders of the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, you will establish connection with the
press and with suitable persons. all over the United
States, with a view to exercise influence over the press
and literative ; and you will report on the best manner
of organizing such connection.

5. You will, moreover, endeavor to find opportunities
to exchange views, privately and on your own account,
with influential statesmen and officials on the subject
of Japanese politics, on all important questions con-
nected with our policy, and especially on questions
relating to the Revision of Treaties. You will avail
yourself of such opportunities to explain the real
circumstances, and will try to win the views of men you
speak with as much as possible in our favor. You will
report the conversations held on such, occasions both
to the Minister of Foreign Affairs and to cur Minister
at Washington; and you will also report all matter of
importance that may come to your notice through the
press.

6. If, at any time, there should be risk in delaying

to send any communication, you may telegraph to the
Minister of Foreign Affairs in cipher. The costs of
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