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LEADERS OF THE MEIJI RESTORATION
IN AMERICA
by
Charles Lanman

{American Secretary of Japanese Legation in
Washington)

. PP. 9, 10, 11.

The Viee-Ambassador Ito, in furtherance of the res-
ponse, read the foliowing words in a clear voice, 80
as to be distinctly understood by all present:

“Gentlemen: Being hnnoured by your kind geper-
osity, I muwmq express to you, and through yeu to the
citizens of San Francisco, our heartfelt gratitude for
the friendly recepticn which has everywhere grested

the Embassy since its arrival in your State, and espe-
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cially for marked compliment paid this evening to cur
nation.

This is perhaps a fitting opportunity to give a brief
and reliable outline of many improvements being intro-
duced into Japan. Few but native Japanese have any
correct knowledge of our country’s internal condition.

Friendly intercourse with the Treaty Powers has
been maintained (first among which was the United
States), and a good understanding on the part of our
people has increased commercial relations.

Qur mission, under special instruction from His
Majesty the Emperor, while seeking to protect the
rights and interests of our respective nations, will seek
to unite them more closely in the future, convinced
that we shall appreciate each other more when we
know each cther betier.

By reading, hearing, and by cbservation in foreign
lands, our people have acquired a general knowledge
of constitutions, habits, and manners, as they exist in
most foreign countiies.

Foreign custom are now generally understood throu-
ghout Japan.

To-day it is the earnest wish of both our Govern-
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ment and people to strive for the highest points of
civilization enjoyed by more enlightened countries.
Locking to this end, we have adopted their military,
naval, scientific, and educational institutions, and know-
ledge has flowed to us freely iu the wake of foreign
commerce. Although our improvement has been rapid
in material civilization, the mental improvement of
our people has been far greater. Our wisest men,
after careful observation, agree in this opinion.

While held in absolute chedience by despotic sove-
reigns through many thousand years, our people knew
no freedom or liberty of thought. With our material
improvements, they learned to understand their rightful
privileges, which, for ages, have been denied them.
Civil war was but a temporary result. Our Daimios
magnanimously surrendered their principalities, and
their voluntary action was accepted by the General
Government, Within a year a feudal system, firmly
established many centuries ago, has been completely
abolished, without firing a gun or shedding a drop of

lcod. These Wooderful results have been accom-
plished by the united action of a Government and
people, now pressing jointly forward in the peaceful

wires are stretching over many hundred mlles of our
territory, and nearly one thousand miles will be com-
pleted within a few months. Light-houses now line
All these
assist our civilization, and we fully acknowledge our

our coasts, and our ship-yards are active.

indebtedness to you and other foreign nations.

As Ambassadors and as men, our greatest hope is
to return from this mission laden with results valuable
to our beloved country and calculated to advance
permanently her material and intellectual condition.
While in duty bound to protect the rights aud privileges
of our people, we shall aim to increase cur commerce,
and, by a corresponding increase of our productions,
hope to create a healthy basis for this greater activity.

As distinguished citizens of a ‘great commercial
nation, prepared for g.wmmoém, desirous of participating
in the new commercial era now dawning auspiciously
upon the Pacific, Japan offers you her hearty co-
operation.

Your modern inventions mbm results of accumulated
knowledge enable you to do more in days than our
fathers accomplished in years. Time, so condensed
with precious opportunities, we can ill afford to waste.

BE REELYERE <

ml
paths of progress. What country in the middle ages
broke down its feudal sysiem without war ?

These facts assure us that mental changes in Japan
exceed even the material improvements. By educating
ouwr women, we beope to insure greater intelligence in
future generations. With this end in view, our maidens
have already commenced to come fc you for their
education. Japan cannot claim originality s vet, but
it will alm to exercise pracise practical wisdom by
adopting the advantages, and avoiding the errors,
taught her by the history of those enlightened nations
whose experience is her teacher.

1

Scarcely a year ago, I examined minutely the fin-
ancial system of the United States, and, while in
Washington, received most valuable assistance from
distinguished officers of your Treasury Department.
Every detail learned was faithfully reported to my
Government, and suggestions then made have been
adopted, and some of them are now alveady in practi-
cal operation. In the Depariment of Public Works,
now under my administration, the progress has been
satisfactory. Railroads are being built, both in the
eastern and western portions of the Empire. Telegraph

Japan is anxious to press forward.

The red disk in the centre of our national flag shall
no longer appear like a wafer over a sealed empire,
but henceforth be in fact what it is designed to be,
the noble emblem of the rising sun, moving onward
and upward amid the enlightened nations of the
world. '
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