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Paris 14/11/07., 8.40 p.m.
Received 15/11/07., 2.40 p.m.
Hayashi,
Tokio.
No....... After a short trip to Germany and England

arrived Paris Nov. 11. German Government is intending
to submit ite result of the Hague Conference to the
Parliament on ite opening day Nov. 21 counting upon
the favourable impression they will produce. In En-
gland, on the contrary, general impression is that the
Conference had achieved very little. From Conversa-

tion with Fisher, Haldane, Sir Edward Grey and
others 1 gather that England will not ratify Prize
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Court Convention unless congress of great maritime
Powers concerned which Sir Edward Grey is thinking
of provoking convocation for next fall shall come to
an understanding on maritime law especially in regard
to contraband and blockade. As to the Convention
concerning rights and duties of neutrals in maritime
warfare the probability is that England will ratify it
Sir Edward Grey
promised me that he will keep in close touch with
our Embassy especially in regard to this question.

I bear confidentially from rather authoritative source
that the Second Russian Delegate to the Hague Tchari-
koff will, if nothing intervene, most probably succeed
Mr. Bakhmeteff at Tokio. He is sharp, active and
somewhat uuscrupulous.

with reservation obnoxious articles.

Tsuzuki.
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Le Gouvernement Italien désire connaitre les inten-
tions du Gouvernement Japonais relativement A la
signature, de sa part, des 14 stipulations contenues
dans l'acte final de la 2nde Conférence de la Haye.
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In reply to the Pro-Memoria of His Excellency the
Spanish Minister, dated March 26th, last, on the sub-
ject of the fourteen Conventions annexed to the Acte
Final adopted at the Second Peace Conference, His
Imperial Majesty’s Minister for Foreign Affairs has
the honour to state as follows:

Regarding the convention relative to the establish-
ment of the International Prize Court, the Imperial
Government intend to withhold the signature for the
present, and in the meantime to make full examina-
tion of the question in view of an ample time left
for such signature, which extends to June 30th, 1909.
As to the other thirtcen Conventions, the Imperial
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Hayashi,
Tokio.
No. 54. Your telegram No. 40. United States Go-
vernment, upon careful consideration, decided to ratify
Convention with the following two reservations on
the simple ground that while far from being ideal it
is on the whole beiter than nothing:

1. Article III ratified with understanding that neu-
tral must return ship captured if within its jurisdiction
and if ship removed neutral must demand its return
from captor.
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g
Government, while intending to decide the question
of signature within the prescribed term of 30th of
June next, are not as yet prepared to express their
views on the subject which involves certain points
requiring furiher consideration.
“"Tokio, April 2, 1908,
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2. Article 23 rejected in full because it is in con-
travention of spirit of strict neutraliiy.

Convention is now under consideration of Senate.
Expected to be shorily ratified as above recommended.

Solicitor State Department confidentially told above.

Takahira.
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Rec’d, June 2, 1908. 8. am.
Hayashi,
Tokio.
No. 41. In reference to my telegram 39. Captain
Ottley who is a member of the committee privately
informed me June lst that the committee has already

reported to the Government recommending adhesion
of British Government to the convention with reserva-

above recommendation will be adopted subject to the
approval of cabinet.

Komura.
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- tion of Articles 19 (?) and 23 (?).

HEO
I believe that British
Government will adopt the recommendation. On re-
ceipt of the official information from Foreign Office
I shall not fail to telegraph again.

Komura.
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London, «...ovvevnnienanes o ;
Rec’d, June 5, 1908. 7-40 a.m.
Hayashi,
Tokio.

No. 42, In reference to my telegram 41. I have
received from Foreign Office June 4th the following
information. .

The committee recommend that His Britannic Ma-
jesty’s Plenipotenijaries should accept article 19 under
reservation which may be or may not be withdrawn
at the time of ratification and made a declaration that
British Government cannot accept Arniicle 23. The
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Referring to the Memorandum, presented, some
the Italian Ambassador
the Spanish Minister
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Received 8/6/08., 450 a.m.
Hayashi,
Tokio.

No. 46. In reference to my telegram No. 42 Foreign
Office inform me that British Government have de-
cided to adopt recommendation of the committee with-
out any modification.

Komura.
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to the inquiry made by him as to the decision taken
by the Imperial Government regarding the fourteen
Acts formulated by the Second Peace Conference the
Minister for Foreign Affairs now has the honour,

in complement to his former response, to acquaint

His Excellency that the Imperial Government are
prepared to give their consent to twelve of the
thirteen Conventions. They do not, for the pre-
sent, intend to sign the Convention relative to the
Establishment of an International Prize Court and
they have decided to withhold their agreement to
the Declaration prohibiting the discharge of Pro-
jectiles and Explosives from Balloons.. As to this
latter Act it may be mentioned that complete unani-
mity, among the Great Powers, is lacking.

Department of Foreign Affairs,
June 19th 1908.
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Copy. Foreign Office,
June 22nd 1908,
No. 18723.
Confidential.

Your Excellency :—

In compliance with the request made to me by Your
Excellency on the 2nd instant, I have the honour to
transmit to you herewith for your confidential in-
formation, a copy of the instructions which have been
furnished to the British Plenipotentiaries with regard
to the signature by them of the Conventions drawn
up at the recent Szcond Peace Conference.

I have the honour to be, with the highest considera-
tion,

. Your Excellency’s most obedient,
Humble Sarvant,

~(For Sir Edward Grey)
Signed: F. A. Campbell.

His Excellency
Count Komura
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(No. 1. Treaty.)
Foreign Office,
June 18th 1908.
Sir,

His Majesty’s Government have had under their
attentive consideration the wvarious Conventions, and
the Declaration respecting the discharge of projectiles,
&c., from balloons, which were annexed to the Final
Act of the Second Peace Conference held at The Hague
last year. f

As your Excellency is aware, the period within
which these instruments (with the exception of the
Convention relating to the creation of an International
Prize Court) must be signed by the Plenipotentiaries
expires on the 30th instant.

I have accordingly to request you to be so good
as to proceed to The Hague at a date which may
guit your convenience towards the end of the present
month, and in conjunction with your colleagues, to
each of whom a copy of thiz despatch will be fur-
nighed, to carry out the following directions.
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You are jointly authorized to sign the under-men-
tioned instruments without reservation :—

1. The Convention for the pacific settlement of
International dieputes.

2. The Convention respecting the limitation of the
employment of force for the recovery of contract
debts.

3. The Convention relative to the opening of hos-
tilities.

4. The Convention respecting the laws and customs
of war on land.

5. The Convention relative to the Status of enemy
merchant-vessels at the outbreak of hostilities.

6. The Convention relative to the conversion of
merchant-veseels into ships of war.

7. The Convention relative to certain restrictions
on the exercise of the right of capture in maritime
war.

8. The Declaration prohibiting the discharge of
projectiles and explosives from balloons.
You are authorized to sign the Convention respecting

the rights and duties of neutral Powers and persons
in war on land, with reservations as to Articles 16,

You are authorized to sign the Convention relating
to the rights and duties of neutral Powers in maritime
war, with a reservation as regards Articles 19 and 23.

The Convention for the creation of an International
Court of Appeal in prize matters is still engaging the
consideration of His Majesty’s Government. The time
within which this Convention may be signed does
not, as your Excellency is aware, expire for another
year, and ia these circumstances you should abstain
from mwmbm,bm it on the present occasion.

You should furnish to this Department in due course
an account of your expenses in proceeding to and
from The Hague, and you will be reimbursed in the
amount thereof. . .

I am, &c.
{signed) E, Grey.
His Excellency
The Right Honourable Sir Edward Fry, G. C. B,
&ec., &ec., &ec.

Addendum.

In despatch No. 1, Treaty, of the 18th June, to Sir
E. Fry, after the words “ Articles 6 and 21,” in the

&R FXERER NKRH

HEK
17, and 18, and also to sign the Convention for the
adaptation of the principles of the Geneva Convention
of 1906 to maritime warfare, with reservations as to
Articles 6 and 21. .

In signing the Convention relative to the laying of
automatic submarine contact mines you will attach
to your signatures a declaration in the following
terms :—

“In affixing their signatures to the above Conven-
tion, the British Plenipotentiaries declare that the
mere fact that this Convention does not prohibit
a particular act or proceeding must not be held to
debar His Britannic Majesty’s Government from contes-
ting its legitimacy.”

This declaration'is, in effect, a reiteration of the
statement made by Sir Ernest Satow in the concluding
portion of his speech at the 8th plenary meeting of
the Conference.

You are authorized to sign the Convention respecting
bombardments by naval forces in time of war, subject
to the reservation of the second paragraph of Article

I, as made by you at the 4th plenary meeting of the
Conference,

paragraph relating to the Convention for the adapta-
tion of the principles of the Geneva Convention of
1906 to maritime warfare, insert following sentence :—

“In signing the latter Convention you will add
a declaration to the effect that His Majesty’s Govern-
ment understand Article 12 to apply only to the case
of combatants rescued during or after a naval engage-
ment in which they bave taken part.”
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