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Vevey Switzerland
Hotel Chateau. 19 February 1907.

Private.

To His Excellency

The Viscount Hayashi

Minister for Foreign Affairs
Tokio.

Dear Vicomte

I hope your Excellency will not consider it an in-
trusion if I take the liberty to write directly and
privately and I hope your Excellency will allow me
to do so in future in conformity with the permission
granted by your predecessors. Notwithstanding that
your Excellency is well informed by the highly ex-
perienced official agents, it might be possible for me,
from my relations in all countries and mn,sosm all

ferences, for instance, the Conference of the Associa-
tion for international Law at Brussels, where a paper:
was read on the experiences of the Japan-Russian
war, there was a tendency to question the u.nmmom‘ of
Japan’saction at Port Arthur (the attack on the Russian
fleet) previous to the declaration of war, and especially
the landing of .ﬁ.oovm in Korea and the fight with
Russian ships émagv the Hmop..mmu territorial waters,
as not conform to international Law. On the first
question, it will be impossible for Russia to say any-
thing, for Mr. von Martens in his work on international
law maintains that a declaration of war is unneces-
sary for the opening of hostilities. (Russia marched
in the last war with Turkey its troops into Turkey,
without any previous declaration of war) On the
second a controversy might arise and it is better to
be prepared for it. As I understand the Conference
will take place about the middle of me, I suppose
Your Excellency has already appointed the Japanese
delegates by the time this letter may reach you.

I have a few' days ago reported to Mr. Tnouye
H. I Ms, Ambassador at Berlin, that my health,
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classes of politicians to throw some light on questions
which the official investigation has not sufficiently
cleared up.

Thus it seems to me that the approaching con-
ference at the Hague is Jikely to be one of great impor-
tance. The legal advisor of the Russian Foreign Office
Monsieur von Martens has been visiting most of the
Capitals of Europe and although a profound secret is
w.moa of his object, sufficiently has transpired to justify
the conclusion that hie object is to secure a majority
for the Russian projects the program of which was
communicated to the Powers and also to Japan, 1
suppese. There seems however the intention to in-
troduce also those questions which were brought
forward during the Japanese-Russian war. Here
I have reason to suspect that an opportunity will be
seized to open a critical discussion on Japan’'s action.

From what transpired at previous discussions at Con-

which had greatly suffered during the continuous and
arduous work during the Jate war, had now so far
recovered as to make me able to render moﬁé mmHSomm
again, in case So HBUQ,_& 00495803 ammE& make
use of them.

As 1 presume ngﬂ Mr. Dennison will momuo&% dm
spared at this juncture in Tokio, I _Qmm wmawoomﬁ:%
to offer my services at the Conference at the Hague,
under the following grounds.

10 My w.soﬁpmmmm,oﬁ French and international Law.

20 My services at three important diplomatic Con-
ferences: The two conferences for Treaty Revision in
Tokio and the successful Treaty Revision at London.

3% Personal acquaintance with the present Dutsch
E:Ewﬁﬁ. for Foreign Affairs Yonkseer Tetz van Gan-
drian and with Monsr von Martens with whom I was
in Geneva at the Red O.HOmm Conference, where Wﬂo.b
Hashimoto and B%wm_m represented the Japanese W&
Cross Society.

- If Your Excellency has no necessity for my services
I beg you will pardon this suggestion on account of
my motives, which are, to render some modest equi-
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valent for the continuous kindness received from the
Imperial Governmept for many years.
With high respect Yours faithfully

Baron A. von Siebold
Address

care of Japanese Embassy at Berlin.
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Received 10.10 a.m., 19/3/07.
Hayashi,
Tokio.
No. 38. Baron von Siebold desires to offer his services
on connexion with forthcoming La Haye Conference.
As I think he would be useful could you not employ
him in some capacity.

Inouye.
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, Tokio, April 2nd. 1907.

My dear Baron von Siebold,
Your letter from Vevey dated the 19th February

last has just reached me and I am very glad to learn
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that your health has been restored.

As to your offer of services for the work at The
Hague Conference, I cordially appreciate the motives
which actuated you. H. E. Mr. Inouye also telegra-
phed me some time ago from Berlin conveying your
desire, with recommendations on his part. But, long
before I knew your disposition in this respect, the
Government, in view of several problems interesting
to Japan, had set themselves to work to make the
necessary preparations and had designated a number
of persons to assist Mr. Tsudzuki Keiroku who is to
represent Japan at the coming Conference. Among
them is Mr. Denison who, breaking his journey home
on leave of absence, will stop at The Hague until
the termination of the Conference. It is thus consi-
dered unnecessary, for the present, to have assistance
of any more persons., I shall not fail however to
telegraph to you if, in future, circumstances require
us to avail owrselves of your offer.

With kind regards, I remain,
Dear Baron von Siebold,
Yours very sincerely,

(Signed) Tadasu Hayashi.
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: Tokio, le 10 avril 1907.
No. 246.
Monsijeur le Vicomte,

J’ai I’honneur de porter  la connaissance de Votre
Excellence que d’aprés une dépéche regue a Iinstant
de Son Excellence le Ministre des Affaires Efrangéres
a La Haye, la Conférence de la Paix se réunira le 15
juin prochain. Le Gouvernement de la Reine, mon
auguste souveraine, me charge en méme temps d’invi-
ter de Sa part le Gouvernement Impérial a Se faire
représenter A cette conférence par des délégués,

En m’acquittant ainsi des ordres de mon Gouverne-
ment, je saisis cette ooowmmo?, Monsieur le Vicomte,
pour renouveler 3 Votre Excellence, les assurances de
ma plus haute considération,

Loudon.
Son Excellence
Monsieur le Vicomte T. Hayashi
Ministre des Affaires Etrangéres
Tokio.
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Envoyé Extraordinaire et Ministre Plénipotentiaire a
La H.Hm%m. Deuxiéme Délégué de I'Empire du Hmwob
3 la seconde Conférence de la Paix qui aura lien a
La Haye. Noue leur donnons par les présentes les
pleins-pouvoirs de conclure et de signer les conventions
dont ils auront a discuter les articles, séparément ou
conjointement, avec les Délégués des Puissances qui
seront envoyés A cette Conférence. Nous promettons
de ratifier les stipulations qui y seront arrétées, aprés
que Nous les aurons examinées et reconnues conve-
nables. ,

Nous avons signé ces présentes et y avons fait
apposer le Sceau de I’Empire en Notre Palais Impérial
a Tokio, le vingt-troisiéme jour du quatriéme mois de
la quarantiéme ms.com de Meiji, correspondant a I'An
deux mille cing cent soixante-sept de I'avénement au
Trone de 'Empereur Jimmu.

L. S Signé: Mutsuhito.

Contresigné: Vicomte Tadasu Hayasbi,
Ministre des Affaires Etrangeéres.
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Mutsubito,

Par la Grace du Ciel, Empzreur du Japon, placé sur
le Trone Impérial occupé par la méme Dynastie depuis
les temps les plus reculés,

A tous ceux qui ces présentes verront, Salut.

Nous avons nommé Tsuzuki Keiroku, Shoshii, décoré
de la 2e classe de Notre Ordre Impérial du Soleil-Le-
vant, Ambassadeur Extraordinaire et Plénipotentiaire,

Premier Délégué, Sato Aimaro, Jushii, décoré de la 2e
classe de Notre Ordre Impérial du Soleil-Levant, Notre
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HEH oéERm~ge [P
Komura,
London.

No. 29. Italian Charge d’Affaires by instructions of
Ttalian Government handed me confidentially copy of
despatch from Italian Minister for Foreign Affairs
to the effect that in case the British proposal to re-
mit the question of limitation of armament to a Com-
mission of representatives of the great Powers was
defeated, it was the intention of Monsieur Tittoni to
present to the forthcoming Hague Conference a series
of propositions providing that such proposals on the
subject of limitation of armament as were eventually
recommended by the Conference to the examination
of the great Powers should be made subsequently the
object of direct negotiations between said Powers,
The despatch adds that German Government is dis-
posed to consent to the Italian propositions and the
despatch instructs the Italian Charge d’Affaires to
ascertain my opinion on the subject. 1 have no in-
formation regarding the British proposal but the
Italian propositions are entirely harmless and assum-
ing that the statement in the Italian despatch is quite
correct the Japanese Government are disposed to give
their eventual adhesion to the Italian propositions.
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You are Hmaﬁmmwom confidentially t¢ communicate the
above to the British Government.
Hayashi.
24-4-1907.
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Berlin, May 30th 1907, 2.35 p.m.
Tokio, ,, 38lst , 7.20 am.
Hayashi,
Tokio.
No. 51. I went with Ambassador Tsudzuki to sece
Prince von Buelow May 29th. In the course of con-
versation the latter expressed a hope that Tsudzuki
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would have cordial relations with the German delegates

at the Peace Conference and would (work ?) together
hand in hand for the cause of peace. Prince, on his
part, would instruct the Principal German Delegate
to be always in close touch with Tsudzuki. The
former then made some observations regarding diffi-
culty of arriving at practical solution of the question
of disarmament in a sense similar to his last speech
in the Reichstag. (my telegram No. 44)

Inouye.
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Berlin, June 2nd. 1907. 2.15 p.m.
Tokio, ,, 3rd. , 850 am.
No. 55, The Emperor of Germany received me and
Tsudzuki together with other members of mission in
audience June Ist. In the course of conversation

Emperor stated that Japan and Germany being two
HHR
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great military Powers, it was desirable that they
should be on the footing of good understanding with
each other in the forthcoming Peace Conference, to
which end Emperor would command German delegate
to co-operate with Tsudzuki and to be in intimate
relations with him. I may add that much courtesy
has been shown to Tsudzuki by the Emperor of
Germany during his stay here.

Inouye.
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Berlin, 1.45 p.m., 2/6/07.
Received 9.55 a.m., 3/6/07.
Hayashi,
Tokio.
No. 56. From Tsudzuki.
After the audience was over our party was invited
to Gala pant dinner at the Palace June 1. After
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dinner the German Emperor had a long talk with
me lasting about thirty minutes. The general trend
of which made me feel that he was trying to im-
press upon me possibility and the desirability as well
of the close friendship and the intimate understanding
between the two nations which based their greatness
on the strength of their self-defence as of the strong
sympathy between the two heroic peoples animated
so thoroughly by BESH% spirit and so willing to ful-
fil their duties towards the respective bodies-Politic.
The frankness and the erudition with which he spoke
coming from a Sovereign on a Gala occasion made
me feel that it was something more than an ordinary
after-dinner conversation (conventionality JE3). I

leave for the Hague to-day.

Inouye.
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