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October 10, 1929.

L have the honour to refer to the Note which you were good enough to address to the American Ambassador on
Oct. 7, and I take great pleasure in informing you that the American Government hastens to accept the invitation of
his Mujesty’s Government to a confercnce on naval armaments, to tuke place in London the latter part of January,
which will unite the powers signatory to the Washington Treaty in a discussion which will anticipate the problems

raised under Article 21 of that Treaty, as well as broaden its whole scope by the inclusion of the other categories of
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I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Note dated Oectober 7, informing me of a provisional and

informal agreement reached between the Prime Minister and the American Ambassador at London on the subject of
naval disarmament, and inviting the Japancse Government to participate in a Conference which it is proposed to sum-
mon in London, to consider the categories of ships not covered by the Washington Treaty, and to arrange for and deal
with the questions covered by the second paragraph of Article 21 of that Treaty.

2. Having laid before my Government the contents of your Note under acknowledgement, I am desired to state
in reply that the Japanese Government are happy to signify their entire concurrence in the desirability of the proposed
Conference, and are ready to appoint representatives to take part in that Conference. The date suggested for the open-
ing of the Conference, namely, the beginning of the third week of January, 1930, is also agreeable to my Government.

3. The Japanese Government are further gratified to know of the willingness of the British Government to
continue informal conversations with me, as hitherto, on any points which may require elucidation. They note that
similar discussions condueted in London by the Prime Minister with the American Ambassador during the last three
months had cleared the ground for an agreement on essential points between the British and American Governments,
prior to the invitation extended to other naval Powers to meet in a Conference. My Government attach the highest
importance to the same procedurc being followed by the Japanese and British Governments, in order to ensure agree-
ment between them on various questions that are to be laid before the Conference. The success of the forthcoming
Conference no doubt depends in a large measure upon the satisfactory issue of such preliminary discussions, and my

Government confidently trust that the informal conversations between the British Government and myself on questions

of special moment will be carried on and completed before these questions are presented to the Conference for final
adjustment.

4. In your Note under review, it is intimated that the British Government propose to communicate to me in
due course their views as to the subjects for discussion at the Conference. The Japanese Government are looking forward
to such a communication with keen interest, and, on their part, they will be glad to furnish the British Government
with a corresponding communication as desired.

5. With regard to the four poiuts of principle mentioned in your Note as the subject of provisional agreement
between the British and American Governments, the Japanese Government hope to be able to submit their observa-
tions in the course of the informal conversations which 1 shall shortly permit myself to hold with the British Govern-
ment, They would, however, make nse of this occasion to assure you of their cordial support to the principle
that the Treaty for the Renunciation of War, signed at Paris in 1928, should be taken as the starting point for all
discussions on disarmament. They feel confident that the sense of national sccurity inspired by the provisions of that
Treaty in the mutual relations of the contracting Powers will pave the way for the final settlement of the outstanding
questions relative to naval disarmament.

6. In conclusion, I am instructed to express the sincere and earnest hope of the Japanese Government that the
Conference will succeed in the adoption of plans calculated to promote international peace and good will, and to relieve
humanity of the Leavy burden of armament whether existing or contemplated. It is not merely the limitation, but

also the reduction of armament, that all nations should seek to attain.
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FOREIGN MINISTER’S INTERVIEW ON JAPAN’S REPLY TO

BRITISH INVITATION.

We have gladly accepted the invitation of the British Government to meet in a Conference on naval disarma-
ment. The Note of the Japanese Ambassador at Iondon, now published, in reply to that invitation will -be found
self-cxplanatory. It is intended to define, in brief terms, our attitude towards the proposed Conference.

We are confidently looking forward to the adoption of plans that will in no way operate as a menace to any
Power, and will at the same time, strengthen in the mind of cach the gense of national security inspired by the Kellogg
Pact. No less importance is attached to the popular demand for the reduction of costly expenditure on armaments.
Towards the attainment of these objects point the highest aspirations of mankind., Our whole-hearted efforts will be
exercised, in co-operation with other naval Powers, to secure that end.

In our reply to the British invitation, emphasis is laid on the desirability of informal conversations being held

in London between the British Government and the Japanese Ambassador on questions of special moment, prior to the

submission of these questions to the Conference for gegeral discussion. Such preliminary conversations have in view no
agreement or understanding of any kind to the prc¢judice of any third party. They are simply designed to facilitate
the adjustment of matters in- which Japan is particularly interested, and to prepare the ground for a speedy aud success-
ful issue of the Conference. We shall equally be willing to carry on similar informall discussions with the American
Government, or with any other Government, on questions in which those Powers are interested in common with Japan.

We shall take part in the Conference full of hope and rance that it will succced in promoting those inter-

i have always been so near the heart of this people.

national relations of peace and good understanding wi
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Texte de la Note remise le 16 Octobre 1929 par S. Exc. M. de ¥leuriau, Ambassadeur de France a3 8. Exe. M.
Arthur Henderson, Principal Scerétaire @Etat de S. M. Britannique pour les Affaires Etrangeres—

“Le Gouvernement Frangais a pris connaissance avec un vif intérét de la lettre du Sceréiaire d’Etat pour les
Affaires Etrangdres par laquelle le Gouvernement Britannique, en lui communiquant les principes qui ont fait objet
d’un accord provisoire entre lui et le Gouvernement des Etats-Unis d’Amérique, l'invite i se faire représenter 3 une
Conférence qui s’ouvrirait & Londres au début de la troisidme semaine du mois de Janvier prochain, et od seraient dis-
cutés les problémes relatifs aux catégories de batiments de guerre qui ne sont pas visés dans le Traité de Washington de
1922, ainsi que les questions faisant Vobjet du deuxidme paragraphe de Vart. 21 de ce traité.

Le Gouvernement de la République se félicite que les conversations engages entre le Premier Ministre Britannique
et ’Awmbassadeur des Etats-Unis 3 Londres, suivant la méthode suggérée au cours des délibérations de la Commission
préparatoire du désarmement, aient pris un tour aussi favorable; il n’a pas 6té moins heureux de constater que les deux

Gouvernements oné trouvé dans le Pacte de Paris du 27 Aot 1928 un élément précieux pour réaliser entre eux une
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entente de principe sur les armements navals qui leur paraissent répondre aux besoins de leur sécurité.

Le Gouvernement Britannique, aprds s’étre concerté avec le Gouvernement des Etats-Unis, propose maintenant

N

d’étendre ces conversations aux Puissances qui paraissent principalement intéressées & la solution du probldme naval, et
cette initiative a expressément pour but, ainsi que le marque la communication du Secrétaire d’Etat, de faciliter la tiche
de la Commission préparatoire et celle de la future conférence générale pour la limitation et la réduction des armements.

Le Gouvernement Frangais a donné trop de preuves de son désir de voir le prompt achdvement des travaux
préparatoires de cette Conférence dout la réunion permettra de réaliser les obligations inscrites 2 Particle 8 du Pacte de
la Société des Nations, pour ne pas se féliciter d’une telle proposition: il est donc heurenx d’accepter linvitation qui lui
est adressée.

Les principes qui n’ont pas cessé de guider la politique frangaise, soit en ce qui concerne les conditions générales
du probléme de la limitation des armements, soit au sujet des conditions spéciales du probldme de la limitation des arme-
ments navals, ont été trop souvent définis, aussi bien au cours des travaux de Genéve que dans les négociations connexes,
pour qu’il soit nécessaire de les rappeler.

Dailleurs le Secrétaire d’Etat britannique pour les Affaires Etrangres, dans la lettre précitée, fait connaitre
Pintention de son Gouvernement de procéder avec le Gonvernement Frangais, comme avec les autres Gouvernements

invités & la Conférence de T.ondres, & des échanges de vues préliminaires sur les questions qui seront inserites au pro-

N

gramme de leur délibération commune: le Gouvernement de la République ne voit que des avantages & application
d’une telle méthode, qui lui fournira Poceasion de préciser sa manidre de voir, tant en ce qui concerne les divers points
visés dans la lettre de S. Exe. M. Arthur Henderson, que sur les problemes qui s’y rattachent et sur ’ensemble des

questions qui pourront se¢ poser devant la prochaine Conférence.”
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11 Governo Italiano ha preso nella pilt seria considerazione la Nota del 7 corrente con la quale il Segretario di
Stato per gli Affari Esteri, dopo aver portato a conoscenza del Governo Italiano i punti sui quali un accordo provvisorio
e non formale @ stato raggiunto fra il Governo Britennico ed il Governo degli Stati Uniti nel corso delle loro conversa-
zioni sul disarmo navale, ha proposto al Regio Governo di partecipare ad una Conferenza da tenersi a Londra al princi-
pio della terza settimana del prossimo gennaio per esaminare le categorie di navi non contemplate dal Trattato di Wash-
ington del 1922 ¢ par trattare le questioni di cui al secondo paragrafo dell’art® 21 del Trattato stesso. Tale Conferenza,
alla quale vengono invitate le Potenze firmatarie del Trattato di Washington, dovrebbe mirare alla eluborazione di un testo
atto a fucilitare il compito della Commissione Preparatoria della Societd delle Nazioni e successivamente della Conferenza
Generale del Disarmo.

11 pensiero del Governo Italiano sul problema del disarmo in generale e del disarmo navale in particolare & troppo
noto al Governo Britannico perch® occorrano nuove dichiarazioni in proposito. Tale pens’ero & stato chiaramente espresso
in ripetute occasioni e da ultimo nella Nota Verbale indirizzata il 6 ottobre 1928 alla Ambasciata di Sua Maesta Bri-

tannicain Roma, in risposta alla comunicazione relativa al progetto di accordo navale franco-britannico dello scorso anno.
Desideroso come sempre di collaborare in qualsiasi azione che si proponga di eliminare i danni ed i pericoli degli
eccessivi armamenti, e nutrendo la speranza che la iniziativa britannica possa avere come risultato un reale progresso
verso la soluzione del problema generale del disarmo, i1 Governo Italiano & lieto di accettare Uinvito del Governo Britan-
nico a partecipare alla Conferenza di Londra.
I1 Governo Italiano prende atto del proposito manifestato del Governo Britannico di communicargli le proprie
vedute circa gli argomomenti da discutersi alla Conferenza, ¢ mentre resta in attess di tali comunicazioni, si riserva di

far conoscere a sua volta al Governo Britannico il proprio modo di vedere al rignardo.
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