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SIR ESME HOWARD’S STATMENT.

There would scem to be every reason to believe that now that the fifteen-cruiser bill has become
law, a further effort before long will be made to reach an agreement between the principal naval powers
of the world for the limitation of naval armaments. As long as that bill was under discussion, any proposal
to renew conversations on this vital subject would have been interpreted in the United States of America as
an attempt to interfere with the passage of the bill.

By its passage, the ground is cleared and any discussions that take place will certainly proceed on
the assumption that these ships will be built. The English elections, which will take place this summer,
may, however, postpone any discussion of this kind for some months longer.

The disarmament clauses of the Versailles Treaty make it practically imperative for all signatories of
that Treaty that further efforts be made towards the restriction of armaments. The United States has
hitherto shown itself favorable to the idea of continuing negotiations for an agreement in this sense.

It would therefore seem that everything points toward an early resumption of negotiations, and with

a far better uunderstanding of the needs of the respective parties than existed at Geneva in 1927 there

should be a very good prospect of their being brought to a satisfactory conclusion.
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COMMUNIQUE.

There has been no change in the situation since Sir Austen Chamberlain informed the House of
Commons, on Feb. 6, that His Majesty’s Government werc engaged in the careful examination of “all questions
concerning our relations with America and the naval conditions of the two countries.”

This examination is being diligently prosecuted. As soon as it is concluded, the first step will be
to communicate its results to the Governments of the Dominious and to receive and consider their views.
It is unlikely, therefore, that his Majesty’s Government will be in a position to make any further com-

munication for some time.
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The recent treaty for the renunciation of war as an instrument of national policy sets an advanced
standard in our conception of the relations of nations. Its acceptance should pave the wdy to greater

limitation of armament, the offer of which we sincerely extend to the world.
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