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EXTRACT FROM THE SPEECH MADE BY LORD CUSHENDUN AT THE FOURTH
MEETING OF THE FIFTH SESSION OF THE PREPARATORY COMMISSION
FOR THE DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE.
(March 20th, 1928).

Now, as a representative of a Naval Power, I, of course, scrutinise particularly the articles dealing
with naval armaments. I am not prepared summarily to reject them; some of them, I think, could obvi-
ously mnot be accepted in their present form, and to the full extent of the Russian proposals, but, without
going so far as that, it is quite possible that these articles may be found to contain some valuable sugges-
tions. For azf,:w:aw the British Government has already announced that it is quite prepared, in agreement
with other Powers, to agree to the total abolition of submarines. That is one of the proposals in the Soviet
Draft. We have declared already that we are quite prepared for that, and I think it is quite likely—though
I cannot say definitely—that my Government might agree also to the total abolition of some of the catego-
ries of war material which are appended to Article TI.

It is surely very unfair, when the hon. delegate for the Soviet Republic comes here and speaks in
the very scornful way that he has done of the work hitherto accomplished by the League, to leave out of
account altogether the very considerable progress that has been made. I could not help asking myself, when
I listend to his words yesterday, whether he has ever heard of the Agreement that was arrived at Washington
very shortly after the war. I shall be borne out by representatives of other Powers who took part in
that Conference that very considerable progress was made, falling short, of course, of what is now proposed by
the Soviet Republics but still, as compared with previous conditions, gratifying progress in the direction of
naval disarmament, and even more recently my Government has let it be known that they are quite pre-
pared to carry the Agreement there come to a little further. The enormous ships of modern times known as

“Capital Ships” were at Washington agreed to be limited, or, at any rate, it was agreed to prevent a fur-
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ther growth of these enormous vessels. The British Government has said that they are quite prepared—in
agreement, of course, and only in agreement with the other signatories of the Washington Conference—to take
a further step in the direction of reducing the size of these enormously costly and powerful vessels, and also
to increase the period which must elapse before they are replaced by new ships, and we are willing to do
that at any time when the naval Powers concerned think that the time js opportune for some such move as

that.

€Ny
British Delegation,
Hotel Beau Rivage,
GENEVA.
23rd March, 1928.
My dear Culleague,

You may remember that in a speech which I made last Tuesday in the Preparatory Committee on the
scheme of the Soviet Government for immediate and complete disarmament, I was impelled to refer to the
great progress in disarmament which had been achieved since the war—notably by the Washington convention.
I referred to a statement, which had already been made by the British Delegation at the Naval Conference held
in Geueva last ycar, showing that my Government were prepared, if the other signatorics would agree, to
carry even further certain of the principles of that Convention, by reducing the maximnm displacement of

capital ships, and the calibre of their heaviest gun, and by extending the accepted life of vessels of that

class.

Having referred in a somewhat incidental way which the character of my spcech made unavoidable
and in indefinite terms of these proposals, I should like to take this opportunity of reminding you, and my
other colleagues representing Powers signatories to the Washington Convention, of their exact purport.

The proposals of my Government are, first, to reduce the size of any battleship to be built in the

future from the present limit of 35,000 tons displacement to something under 30,000-tons; secondly, to reduce
the size of guns in battleships from the present limit of 16 inches to 13.5 inches; and thirdly, to extend the
accepted life of the existing capital ships from 20 to 26 years—this involving a waiver by the Powers of
their full rights under the replacement tables agreed upon at Washington. Such an arrangement would
naturally have to provide for some little clasticity on each side of that figure.

It would obviously be of advantage, if such a step were agreed upon, that it should be taken in time
to enable it to become effective before the commencement of the capital ship replacement programme which
is provided for by the Washington Convention.

Believe me,
My dear. Colleague,
Yours very sincerely,
(8.) Cushendun.
His Excellency
Monsieur Sato,
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SIR ESME HOWARD’S STATMENT.

There would scem to be every reason to believe that now that the fifteen-cruiser bill has become
law, a further effort before long will be made to reach an agreement between the principal naval powers
of the world for the limitation of naval armaments. As long as that bill was under discussion, any proposal
to renew conversations on this vital subject would have been interpreted in the United States of America as
an attempt to interfere with the passage of the bill.

By its passage, the ground is cleared and any discussions that take place will certainly proceed on
the assumption that these ships will be built. The English elections, which will take place this summer,
may, however, postpone any discussion of this kind for some months longer.

The disarmament clauses of the Versailles Treaty make it practically imperative for all signatories of
that Treaty that further efforts be made towards the restriction of armaments. The United States has
hitherto shown itself favorable to the idea of continuing negotiations for an agreement in this sense.

It would therefore seem that everything points toward an early resumption of negotiations, and with

a far better uunderstanding of the needs of the respective parties than existed at Geneva in 1927 there

should be a very good prospect of their being brought to a satisfactory conclusion.
¢ 11)) :
COMMUNIQUE.

There has been no change in the situation since Sir Austen Chamberlain informed the House of
Commons, on Feb. 6, that His Majesty’s Government werc engaged in the careful examination of “all questions
concerning our relations with America and the naval conditions of the two countries.”

This examination is being diligently prosecuted. As soon as it is concluded, the first step will be
to communicate its results to the Governments of the Dominious and to receive and consider their views.
It is unlikely, therefore, that his Majesty’s Government will be in a position to make any further com-

munication for some time.
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