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STATEMENT UPON THE ARRIVAL OF THE JAPANESE DELEGATION AT SEATTLE.
(Mr. WAKATSUKT)

It gives me a peculiar pleasure to find myself in this beautiful port of Seattle, for I cannot refrain from reeol-
lecting that it was here eight years ago that one of my most revered friends, the late Viscount Kato, landed with his
colleagues and the members of his party on his way to Washington to attend the Conference for the Limitation of Arma-
ments. We are now going to a similar conference in London. It may be said to be a happy angury that we have
likewise landed in Seattle in the course of our journey. The Washington Conference was a great success. I feel some-
how that the forthcoming London Conference will be equally successful.

If the question of armament limitation and reduction be approached in a spirit of conciliation and sincere co-opera-

tion, it should not be too difficult to reach an adequate solution, and ultimately deliver the nations of the world from
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unnecessary burdens of naval competition. We are resolved to do our level best, and we have full trust and confidence
that, in the execution of our task, we shall receive the whole-hearted and valuable support from the people of the

United States.
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(JeER)
ADMIRAL TAKARABE’S ADDRESS AT THE LUNCHEON GIVEN BY THE SEATTLE
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND THE JAPAN SOCIETY
OF SEATTLE, DECEMBER 12th, 1929.

Mr. Tosstmaster, His Honor the Mayor of Seattle, and Ladies and- Gentlemen :

From the very moment that our boat entered the Seattle Harbor, we have been overwhelmed by the evidences of

i
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KK
the goodwill which the American Government and its people bear toward Japan and, in particular, toward our mission.

And now as we are tendered this splendid reception by the Seattle Chamber of Commerce and the Japan Society
of Seattle, I feel lost for words with which to mwwummw my sincere appreciation for your unbounded hospitality and for
the opportunity you have thus given us to meet so many distinguished people. Fspecially do I feel highly honoured
that the Governor of the State of Washington should do us the honor to send us such a cordial message of welcome.
It now becomes my very plessant duty to make response. But as my colleague, Mr. Wakatsuki, will afterwards dwell
quite thoroughly upon our views, may I be.permitted to speak very briefly.

Careful thought can bring to my mind no other two countries whose relations have heen so consistently eclarified
and barmonious as that between America and Japan. I think I need hardly dwell here upon the historical aspects of
that relationship. As if has already been mentioned today, it is enough merely to observe that between our two countries
lies only the Pacific Ocean which, rather than constituting & barrier, is the most easily traversed of highways.

It was an inevitable consequence, therefore, that the contacts between the American and Japanese Navies should
also be frequent and intimate. Whenever your Fleet has passed through our neighbouring waters, it has almost invari-
ably dropped anchor in our ports and has always done us the honour of calling at Tokye. )

Our naval vessels, on the other hand, have had many opportunities to visit your ports, and we have always noted
with profound gratitude the cordial welcome with which you have received them on every such occasion. We know,
moreover, that our training squadron commanded by Viee-Admiral Nomura which made your City the first port of call
only a few months ago was accorded the warmest hospitality both by your Government and your people. And I do
not know how to adequately express our appreciation of it all.

Then, to go back a few years to the time of the disastrous earthquake of Tokyo and vicinity in the fall of 1923
when, as Minister of the Navy, I was faced with the stupendous task of alleviating the dire distress of the millions of
sufferers, I recall with a very deep sense of indebtedness how speedily your Asiatic Fleet rushed to the scene of thé
catastrophe and how, with self-forgetting zesl, it engaged in the work of relief, shoulder to shoulder with our navy.

As we go now to participate in the forthcoming London Conference, we cherish a very high hope—the hope that
through this Conference might be discovered the way for securing definite and enduring world peace.

Now, while it needs hardly to be stated that the important consideration in naval reduction is the lightening of
the peoples’ burdens, its supreme object must be to advance the cause of world peace. And in order that the final out-
come of the impending Conference might be consistent with that lofty aim, it is highly essential that the participating
Governments should carry on their negotiations with the utmost sincerity, and that their delegates, moreover, should
strive not only to express their respective opinions with absolute candour but, at the same time, to listen sympathetically
and megnanimously to each other’s opinions.

As it has repeatedly been declared both at home and abroad, Japan’s policy for the equipment and maintenance
of her naval armament has ever been in strict accordance with her time-honored motto “ Adequate for defence but inade-
quate for aggression.” I can therefore declare to you without the slightest hesitation that we have no other desire than
to possess the minimum naval strength which will guarantee our national safety. And I am-sure, moreover, that you
will readily mw..o.,.mom.wg how completely the fundamental principle of our policy accords with the spirit of the Kellogg
Pact which, to the London Naval Conference, is what the compass is to the ship at sea.

And if this Conference can build up on the solid foundation of peace already laid by the Washington Treaty and
the Kellogg Pact, by enabling the Powers in attendance to find a reasonable and just point of agreement, its contribution
to peace will be immeasurable great.

In closing I wish to emphasize again the fact that I am proceeding to the London Conference not only with
high hope but with deap faith.

I thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for the kindness you have shown us this afternoon and wish youn every pros-

perity and happiness.
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(Mr. Chairman, etc.) ,

On behalf of the Delegation, it is my agreeable priviledge to tender our sincere thank for this kind reception
extended to us by the Seattle Chamber of Commerce and the Japan Society of Seattle. I wish to thank also for the
welcome so cordially expressed by the representative gentlemen of the City of Seattle and the State of Washington. And
again I feel grateful to the speaker immediately preceding me who have come all the way from Washington to greet us
in the name of the United States Government. I find it difficult to express the many emotions by which I am affected
on this oceasion. There are among these emotions, it goes without saying, feelings of gratitude and pride at this demon-
stration of your friendliness and goodwill, for I may take it that you are in this regard representative of the sentiments
of the whole United States, and it is a special satisfaction to us to observe that you have really warm feelings towards us.

I wish it were in my power to picture to you, who have greeted us here on our arrival in America, the scene
of our departure from Japan, thousauds of men and women from every walk in life crowded the railway station in
Tokyo and the wharf at Yokohama, undeterred by a drenching storm, and in their faces one could read only one thought
—the sincere, and almost anxious, hopes for the success of the Conference. Yt was a demonstration all the more impres-
sive because it was the purely spontaneous expression of our private citizens. But this incident is only ome of .Bgvﬂ
which T could cite to you to show you how strongly the Japanese people desire to have their government cooperate with
the governments of other nations for the reduction of armaments and the establishment of world peace. Ever since the
call to this Conference was received in Japan, the press of the country has shon how widespread is the popular in-
terest in it and how much is expected of it.

An impartial student of Oriental history will readily understand the pacific attitude upon the part of the Japa-
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nese nation, Few nations in the worlds history have had so long a period of undisturbed peace both at home and
abroad as that of the Japanese prior to the middle of the mineteenth century; it was a peace which had remsined un-
broken for three hundred years. And although the nation still treasures the military virtues In ity high eode of honor,
nevertheless the long schooling in the value of ordered peace has left a strong impress upon the habits of thought of the
Japanese people. If we have built up a strong army and navy it has been solely because, in the period in which Japan
emerged from its isolation- internationsl relations the world over were so largely determined by politics of power. Had
it not been for this fact, Japan would never have thought of organizing her modern fighting institutions at an enormous
expenditure.

The builders of modern Japan have consistently kept before them as their dominant ideal the advancement of the
nation’s welfare in security and peace. This means that our military and naval poliey is based upon the fundamental
principle of self defense. It follows, therefore, that the messure taken in fulfilment of that policy should be commen-
surated with possible danger to the state. Had the world remained as it was in the days preceding the World war, had
there been no Covenant of the League of Nations, no Kellogg Pact of universal peace, if the lesson of the futility of
war had not been learned by this generation,—then there would be little hope of lessening armaments and Japan would
be obliged to seek its security in the age-old method of organized force.

Fortunately, we are entering upon a new era, equally new to East and West, an era of international cooperation
and understanding. It is an era which Japan is eager to accept and ardent to further, as was clearly shown both at the
‘Washington Conference of 1922 and af the Geneva Conference of 1927. It is true that the policies of peace and the pacific
attitude of mind of the Japanese nation have been at one time or another beclouded by the mist of suspicion and misunder-
standing. The Washington Conference did much to have such atmosphere cleared away and furnished us a basis upon
which we hope to bunild still further at the coming Conference. At Washington a guarantec of peace and disarmament was
given, in the agreement of the signatories upon policies of cooperation and conciliation with China which are today the basis
of Japan’s policy in the Far East. At the Geneva Conference of Naval Disarmament, Japan insisted upon reduction of
naval armament in preference to mere limitation, a further guarantee that it was not bent upon agression but was think-

ing solely in terms of national defence. "'When the Kellogg Pact was presented to people of Japan, its obligation to re-

nounce war as the instrument of national policy was accepted in Japan without any dissent either on the part of any
political party or any section of public opinion. It is therefore only mnatural that the proposed London Conference is
winning such great sympathy and support in Japan because it makes the anti~war pact its starting point, and reduction
in the warlike equipment of naticns is expected to be realized.

It should be easy then to understand the attitude of Japan toward the London Conference. Our postulates will
be; first, Japan will advocate reduction, not merely limitation, of armament; and secondly, all that she demands will
never exceed the minimum needs of her national security.

The reduction, rather than limitation, of armament, is what should be the natural outcome of the Kellogy Pact.
‘Why ecan we not, at this opportune moment, reduce the ponderous burden of expenditure which has lain like a nightmare
on the recent generations of mankind? There is no reason why by a reduction all round, armaments should not be scaled
down to a considerable extent. If the other participating powers come to such an agrecment, Japan stands ready to
reduce her naval strength to the extent as will be proportionately necessary.

The second postulate, namely, that Japan will not exceed the minimum needs of her national security, means that
we should hold sufficient warlike strength to defend the country from outside attack. We are not proposing to possess
any equipment beyond that necessary for our defence in the adjacent waters of Japan. The naval strength which Japan
wishes to retain will always be gauged by that measure. The very fact that Japan is not demanding, and will not
demand, numerical parity with the United States, or the British Navy, is in itself sufficient proof that not an iota of
the idea of attack has entered into the considerations of the Japanese Navy. * The minimum defense strength” is our
standard. We purpose no menace to anyone; we want no one to he a menace to our country. ;

Japan’s motto, therefore, at the forthcoming Conference will be, “ Reduction and no menace,” I am fully con-
vinced that such an attitude of Japan will invite the sympathetic understanding of the whole world, and I am sure
that, in the atmosphere of goodwill and understanding that will prevail at the Conference and through mutual confidence
in the just and peaceful aspirations and policies of the participating powers, a great task in history will be achieved.
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For The Press

STATEMENT BY REIJIRO WAKATSUKI, JAPANESE DELEGATE TO THE LONDON
NAVAL CONFERENCE.

Washington, D. C., December 16, 1929.

The Japanese Delegation wish to thank the Government and people of the United States for the cordial welcome,
both official and private, extended to them ever since they landed at Seattle a few days ago and are greatly impressed
by the evidences of keen interest on the part of the American nation in the fortheoming Naval Conference in London.

The whole Japanese nation are equally interested in the meeling and are eagerly and confidently anticipating that
its noble objective will be attained in a just and effective manner.

We are now very glad to be in Washington, en route to London, and to have had the opportunity of paying our
respects to the President of the United States, whose vision and initiative have been an important incentive to the calling
together of the London gathering.

The forthcoming meeting makes the Kellogg Pact its starting point. Under that Pact, the signatory Powers are
pledged to renounce war 8 an instrument of national policy and to settle all international disputes only by pacific means.
To meet under such auspices is in itself a guarantee of success, for policies of disarmament- are the natural consequences
of the renunciation of war.

Furthermore, it is expected that the participating Powers are coming to the Conference altogether with an open
miud, reposing each in the other full faith and confidence in the justice and fairness of their respective international
policies.

There is therefore every remson for us to be sanguine as to the result of the London Conference.. The termina-

tion of competitive armaments and a positive reduction in naval strength may, we believe; be looked for as the outcome.

Japan advocates reduction. She advocates scaling down the naval armaments of the participating Powers, and she
herself stands ready to reduce her naval strength proportionately.

It goes without saying that, in so doing, she has to bear in mind the necessity of keeping undisturbed the sense
of national security of the people. From this consideration she feels entitled to retain a minimum strength, insufficient
for attack and only adequate for defense in home waters. The proposals of Japan at the forthcoming Conference are based

upon this principle alone. She is prepared to accept a ratio that is less than parity with the other great Powers, and
o gives clear proof of the entire absense of any thought of offensive operations.

We are confident that an important progress will be effected at London in the great task of disarmament and of

guaranteeing an enduring peace.
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JOINT mﬂbﬁmgmzﬂ OF AMERICAN AND JAPANESE DELEGATIONS IN WASHINGTON
ON DECEMBER 17, 1929.

Reijiro Wakatsuki, chief delegate; Admiral Takeshi Takarabe, delegate; Japanese Ambassador Debuchi and Hiroshi
Saito, secretary, visited the mmmm.mnmww of State at his house this afternoon. The Secretary had with him Ambassador
Dwight W. Morrow and Ambassador William R. Castle, Jr.

There was a frank and friendly discussion of the underlying problems of the two countries which affect the issues
of the conference. .

Both Mr. Wakatsuki and Secretary Stimson expressed optimistic hope for the successful termination of the con-

ference and the increase of good will between the two countries which & solution of the naval problems helps maintain.
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JOINT STATEMENT OF AMERICAN AND JAPANESE DELEGATIONS IN WASHINGTON
ON DECEMBER 19, 1929.

The discussion like that at Woodley, was concerned with the general philosophy underlying naval agreements and
the opportunities of the coming conference. It took up the good results between the United States and Japan of the
Washington conference and the possibilities of continuing and increasing these results.

The agreement in the objectives of both countries was established. Then in a very frank and friendly way each
delegation presented the broad outlines of its position. This discussion did not go into details or figures, which is the

province of the conference and should be done there where all the participating nations will be represented.
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ADDRESS BY MR. REIJIRO WAKATSUKI AT LUNCHEON GIVEN BY CONSUL GENERAL
SAWADA, NEW YORK CITY, DECEMBER 20, 1929.

Consul General and Gentlemen :

I wish to thank our host for his kindness in providing me with such a delightful oceasion to meet so many distin-
guished Amerjcan citizens as well as my fellow countrymen in New York, thereby making memorable my brief sojourn.
in the great metropolis of America.

We leave for London Siwrp carrying with us most pleasant and grateful memories of the cordial welcome, courtesy
and hospitality .that have been extended to us ever -since our arrival in Seattle ten days ago, by the officials and the
people of the United States. We appreciate them as an evidence of America’s unfailing friendship, which grows ever
with the %mpum, that go by.

Between nations, where there exist mutual trust and good understanding, disarmament ceases to be any longer too
difficult a problem. Ever since the Washington Conference successive and successful steps bave been taken to purge the

international atmosphere of its unwholesome elements of suspicion and mistrust. And in the recent Kellogg-Briand Anti-
‘War Treaty we have a solid moral foundation on which we may build the edifice of lasting peace.

I believe that, convened at this moment and in sach auspicious circumstances, where the participating powers are
pledged to renounce war as an instrument of national policy, the forthcoming London Conference will not fail but produce
good results. :

As far as Japan is concerned, while she shall have to maintain sufficient naval strength for her defensive needs,
she stands ready to exert her best efforts for the success of this conference. I can assure you that she will collaborate
with other powers, as she has in all past conferences, whole-heartedly and loyally with the same enthusiasm and in the
same spirit of frankness and conciliation. :

This noon in this company, which includes leading financiers and bankers of America, I cannot refrain from referring
to the signal service they have recently rendered our country in connection with the lifting of the gold Embargo, for
which January 11, 1930 has definitely been set as the date. Japan has been of late assiduously preparing for this im-
portant action, by adopting a policy of stern rettrenchment. A marked improvement has been brought about in our
foreign commerce, while a favorable trend is being noted in our internationsl trade balance. And it is with your timely
cooperation that our government has been able to achieve the Houm.mm&n.am end, and open up a new vista of economic
development and prosperity for the country. I understand that our Ambassador, Mr. Debuchi, has been here to thank
you. Bat as one who has had more or less to do with our national finance, I wish to express to you my personal ap-
preciation of the ready assistance and the earnest cooperation you have given us, which I regard as after all another
testimonial of the great good-will you bear toward us and of the confidence you repose in the ability and integrity of
our nation.

By returning to gold basis, Japsn, I believe, has made n contribution to the economic reconstruction and rehabilita-
tion of the world, and I am very happy that at this very juncture she is to participate in a conference calculated to
promote the universal peace and the well-being of mankind.

1
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(MR. REIJIRO WAKATSUKTI’S STATEMENT UPON ARRIVAL IN GREAT BRITAIN)

It is = great satisfaction to us that we have reached safely our long journey’s end and to attend the Conference
for the Limitation of Armament in response to the invitation of the British Government. I am glad that by passing
through the United States we have been afforded the opportunity to meet and confer informally with American Au-
thorities and that the conversations have proved very profitable.

Now that we are in London, and there remains much time before the Conference convenes, I believe that my
colleagues and T will have similar opportunities for frank exchange of views with the British Authorities.

Much has already been accomplished in the preliminary negotiations through our ambassadors in England and
America to clarify one another’s pesition and the nature of the problems we are to face in common.

‘We desire to do all within our power to smooth the path of progress in the coming Conference.

Our people.and Government are united in the ardent desire that the Conference shall be a success, and that not
only limitation but actual reduction in naval armaments shall be effected. Japan will be satisfied with an inferior naval
strength as compared with the strength to be held by Great Britain or the United States. All she asks is the security
of the Empire, she has never thought of aggression.

I am confident that her pacific policy will enable her to cooperate freely and effectively with other powers in the
attainment of the noble objectives of the Conference.

‘We sincerely believe that by inspiring all nations with fresh confidence and good will one toward another, the
meeting will sure reinforce the Pact of Paris in its exhortation for the establishment of an enduring peace. It is with
a great hope that we have come to London.
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ADDRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY MR. REIJIRO WAKATSUKI AT A LUNCHEON GIVEN
BY MR. TSUSHIMA AT THE SAVOY HOTEL ON JANUARY 10th, 1930.

Mr. Tsushima and Gentlemen,

It is over twenty years ago that I was in London as Finance Commissioner of the Japanese Government and spent
many happy months of intimate contact and collaboration with British Bankers and Financiers in the City. This noon,
thanks to the hospitality of our host, I have been afforded the rare opportunity to join this company of distinguished
gentlemen, in which I feel, perhaps because of my former connections, as though I were among old friends. Recollec-
tions of old friendships make doubly keen for me the joy of fellowship around this table. ;

I avail myself of this delightful occasion to thank you for the sound and helpful advice we have always found in
England nrno:m,wocﬂ the vicissitudes of our nation’s economic career. I wish to thank you specially for the notable service
you yourselves have rendered us so recently in conjunction with our American friends. As Mr. Tsushima has said, to-
morrow will mark the end of the gold embargo in Japan. On the eve of this important event, it seems most appro-
priate for me, as one who has had somewhat to do with our country’s finance, to express my persofial gratitude for the
timely co-operation you yourselves have extended to our Government.

If we have been slow in this matter compared with your country and other countries, it"is largely because the
post-war depression that affected all the lands of the globe was in the case of Japan, tremendously aggravated by the
earthquake of 1923. But the restoration of the gold standard has been a long-cherished objective of ours, and ome on
which our present Government has specially set its heart, and in preparation for which it has inaugurated a policy of

stringent retrenchment, although retrenchment is a proposition, which envisages an immediate, if temporary, check on
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business and industry, and involves considerable political difficulties, Last summer, the new Government began by cutting
down the appropriation o7 1,733,000,000 yen in the approved budget for the aﬁnamﬁw year by 92 million yen, and has
appropriated for the coniing year only 1,608,000,000 yen for public expenditure, which. means a retrenchment of
165,000,000 yen from .ue figures for the preceding year. Moreover, in the matter of issue of loan the Government not
only reduced the amount contemplated for this year, but for next year, although there are some items for capital ex-
penditures it has excluded from the budget loan issues of ME%. kind. On the other hand, greater amounts are being
allocated to the repayment of the existing governmental indebtedness. This determined policy of economy, loyally suppor-
ted by local governments and the private banking and industrial circles, has already borne visible fruit, For instance,
at the close of 1929, the provisional figures for our exports and imports stood respectively at 2,148,000,000 yen and
2,216,000,000 yen showing an excess in imports of something like 68,000,000 yen. In comparison with the preceding
year there is an increasc in imports of 20,000,000 yen, but also a remarkable increase in exports of 177,000,000 yen.
Our foreign trade has never achieved such results in the past ten years. The small excess in imports and similar ex-
cesses in our Korean and Formosan trades will be covered by our normal invisible income, which is expected to exceed
150 million yen, and thus our international payment would be bslanced in a satisfactory manner.

The lifting of the embargo at this moment will open a new vista for Japan of prosperity and progress on a solid
and permanent footing. It will not be only a boon to us, but I believe it is a contribution to the process of the world-
wide economic rehabilitation and stabilisation.

At such a time as this I am glad that we have come to London to attend a Conference whose purpose is to increase
goodwill among the nations and to promote universal peace. We have come with high hopes and firm resolve to exert
our best efforts towards making naval limitation and reduction s reality. No country feels more acutely than Japan the
paramount need of peaceful development. We desire to devote all the energy and resources that we can mobilise to

pursuits and employments of peace for the good of ourselves and for the good of the world.
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. January 23rd, 1930.
STATEMENT BY MR. WAKATSUXI, THE CHIEF DELEGATE FOR JAPAN.

The purpose of the reduction of armaments is to establish an enduring peace in the world and thus to relieve the
&mﬁq burden of the nations. The decisions of this Conference should, ?mu&.oam,“ be of such nature as will permit actual
reduction in naval armaments by all the Powers concerned, leaving undisturbed their sense of national security, removing
fear and suspicion and promoting friendship and good will among the nations. ,

It therefore follows that to come to any agreement, it is essential that due thought be given to the various circum-
stances peculiar to each Power as well as to the relative character of naval armaments, and that the principle that no
Power shall neither menace nor be menaced by another be made the basis of discussion. Such discussion, moreover,
must be conducted in an atmosphere of friendliness and sympathy, in order to attain a just and satisfactory result which,
we trust, will speedily become effective.

The invitation of His Britannic Majesty’s Government has stated that the present Conference is not only to con-
sider the categories of ships not covered by the Washington Treaty, but is to arrange for and deal with the guestions
covered by the second paragraph of Article 21 of that Treaty. The fact that the Washington Agreements, through
faithful adherence by all the signatory Powers, has greatly contributed to the maintenance of world peace, evidently serves
to unite all the Powers in the common hope and endeavour now to hold fresh discussions in order to reaeh agreements
on certain points, naturally excepting such matters as would alter the foundations of that Treaty, and thus to further
and supplement the good work accomplished at Washington commensurately with the progress of the general situation.

Further, as to the auxiliary craft, their reduction will, with due consideration to the present situation in general,

be effected on a basis to be newly agreed upon, to the end that the objective of the present Conference will be success-
fully attained.

S ERNE | m P o R R R

ADDRESS BY MR. REIJTRO WAKATSUKI BROADCAST TO AMERICA FROM
LONDON, JANUARY 27th, 1930.

It is a truly rare privilege for me to be enabled to speak thus by a marvelous device of science directly to Ame-
rican people across the Atlantic Ocean. I only regret that my words cannot be translated during their transmission
and will not be understood until the interprefer takes his turn. I wish to thank you for the cordial welcome and kind
reception with which my colleagues and T have recently been honoured in the United States. Though hurried was our
trip across your continent and brief our sojourn at Washington, we have come away with indelible impressions of the
wonders of your country, of the genial warmth of your hospitality and of your genuine friendship and goodwill toward
our own country.

One of the things that gratified me most during our visit was to note America’s enthusiasm in the momentous
enterprise upon which the Five Powers have just embarked here in London. I assure you that our people in Japan
share the same enthusiasm with you, that they are equally devoted to the cause of international harmony and that they
are eager to help establish an enduring peace.

Japan’s position may be stated in a few words. Our Navy is organised on a basis of the defensive need of the
Empire. We are content with an inferior naval strength compared with that of either America or Great Britain. Na-
tional security is our only solicitude; for that, we ask for very minimum force and such units as will be, while insuf-
ficient for offensive operations, adequate for safeguarding our home waters, extending from the tropic to the frigid zome,
and our trade routes that are vital to our existence. The naval requirements of the Powers being largely a relative mat-
ter, Japan stands ready for limitation, a fair and just limitation. Moreover, we strongly advocate reduction as a logical

programme of peace consorting with the spirit of the Paris Pact, as well as a practical measure to meet the erying need
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MR
of the day for relief in tax burden of the nations. In conjunction with the other Powers, Japan is willing to go as far
as possible in naval reduction.

Such being our position and policy, I believe that they will win the appreciation of other Powers and at the
game time enable us to offer them free and effective cooperation.

The Conference which was opened so auspiciously the other day is making progress in a friendliest atmosphere. I
am glad that our delegation have established most cordial relations with the American and other delegations. True,
there are differences of opinions to be adjusted and many intricate problems to be solved. But these have been antici-
pated, and we are not dismayed. Statesmanship, patience, mutusl understanding, and, above all, the common determi-
nation to sncceed, will, T am confident, bring us to a happy conclusion. )

Some day the good tidings of the success of this Conference will be borne to you through space. Let us hope
that the time ie not far behind when the world will hear the voice of triumphant peace.
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ADDRESS BY MR. REIJIRO WAKATSUKI, CHIEF JAPANESE DELEGATE TC THE LONDON
NAVAL CONFERENCE, AT THE LUNCHEON GIVEN BY THE FOREIGN PRESS
ASSOCIATION, SAVOY HOTEL, 30th JANUARY 1930.

Mr. President and Gentlemen,

A signal honour has fallen to me to speak for all my colleagues at the Naval Conference and I am glad to. dis-
charge the pleasant duty to express on their behalf, as well as on my own, our unanimous and profound sentiments of
gratitude for the hospitality and entertainment provided us this noon by the Foreign Press Association of London.
Having said so much, I must pause, for I realize the gravity of my situation in trying to speak further in the name
of all the delegates of the Five Powers. I feel that for the present the rest—and the best—is silence.

However, I cannot let this occasion pass without paying my persenal tribute to our hosts, the gentlemen of the
press and their colleagues all over the world. g.w public career has brought me into intimate countact with journalists
of many countries, for whom I have the highest regard and admiration. It is not necessary for me to dwell upon the
invaluable service, or the potent influence of the newspaper, but it may be interesting to recall the names of some amongst
a number of great men which journalism has given to the world. Georges Clémencean, whose death last November was
mourned by France, and all the sister nations, was once a jaurnalist. Signor Mussolini, the strong man of Ttaly and of
Europe to-day, was also a journalist. Japan had a popular Premier in the person of Takashi Hara at the time of the
‘Washington Conference who had been a journalist. The President of the United States who called that memorable Con-
ference into being, was editor of a newspaper in his own town in Ohio. But why seck so far away when we have in
our midst the Prime Minister of France, whose illustrions name was once associated with a great newspaper in Paris,
and still another eminent statesman, the Prime Minister of Great Britain, upon whose shoulders are borne the vast res-
ponsibilities of an Empire and of the present London Conference in a large measure and who was one time also a jour-
nalist. Tt is not strange that great leaders of great nations should rise from the ranks of journalists whose profession it
is not only to reflect public opinion but to mould it and guide it—not only to record the march of events day by day,
but to direct the very progress of society and state. It seems then more than sheer coincidence that the first great Naval
Conference should have been called by the American Government under President Harding, and the present cne by His
Britannic Majesty’s Government, over which presides the Right Honourable Ramsay MacDonald. If nations depend much
on the newspaper for social and political progress, they rely on it even more for international wisdom and enlightenment.
The newspaper is the indispensable organ of mankind for the international dissemination of news and opinions, for the
propagation of international ideals and for the advancement of world democracy. As international journalists, you,
gentlemen, are at the forefront of the gallant forces fighting prejudices and animosities of centuries, the narrowness,
egotism, and chauvinistic spirit that still persist blocking the path towards permanent peace. In this respect, the news-
papers have already achieved a great deal. I do not hesitate to attribute a great share in the conspicuous success of the
‘Washington Conference, to the newspapers of various countries whose vision and leadership enabled them to mobilize

public opinion of the world to the support of its high aims,
R
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In the final analysis, any real scheme for naval limitation must be founded on mutual trust, understanding and
goodwill among nations, the cultivation of which goes to s large extent to the field of journalism. You, gentlemen, have
it in your power to mseke a vital contribution to the success of this Conference. You are not mere observers and

reporters of our labours, but you are our fellow-workers engaged in a common task—a stupendous task on which will

depend the future fortunes and happiness of the entire world.
I am happy that the London Naval Conference, so auspiciously begun in the presence of His Majesty the King,

ten days ago, i3 progressing in a most friendly and hopeful atmosphere. Through free and frank exchange of views
among the delegations respective positions of the powers are being clarified. We have come to know better just where
lie the rocks and the shoals and are thus able to properly chart the course of our deliberations. With the united 2zeal
and will of all the delegations and with your valuable co-operation and support, T am confident that the Conference will

be a great success—a great monument on the path of peace.
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Mr. Wakatsuki (Japan): I wish now to submit to the consideration of the Committee the attitude and views of
the Japanese Government in regard .to the question of the methods of naval limitation, which is now the subject of
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discussion before us. To save time, I wish to ask your permission to let my Secretary read a paper which I have
prepared with that object in view.
I. In the opinion of the Japanese Government, the strict application of the principle of global tonnage as
a method of naval limitation tends to lead to an instability of naval strengths to be possessed by the various
Powers, whereas the strict application of the category principle would lack in the flexibility and adaptability
necessary in arranging naval armaments so as to meet the peculiar needs of the Powers.
The Japanese view that these two methods should be suitably compromised and careful consideration should
be given to the classification of warcraft, has already been made clear at the Preparatory Commission for Disarma-
ment of {he League of Nations and the Three Power Conference at Geneva in 1927.
We consider it most desirable that an agreement should be reached as to the total tonnage to be held by
each Power in each of the categories classified as follows, and as to the amount of transfer between the categories,

except in specified classes :—

(1) Capital ships;
(2) Aircraft carriers;
(3) 8-inch gun cruisers;
(4) Light cruisers and destroyers ;
(5) Submarines.
‘We propose that the characterization of the ships to be classified as (3) and (4) should be decided by the displace-
ment and gun calibre of individual units.
I1. Meihod of Tramgfer.—(1) To allow no transfer to or from capital ships, aircraft carriers, and 8-inch gun
cruisers.
(2) To allow transfer between light eruisers, destroyers, and submarines.
II1. Amount of Transfer.—The amount of transfer being inseparably related to the agreed holdings of each Power
in each category, the question as to what would be the proper percentage of transfer should be left for a later considera-
tion. Our point of view in this connection is «vmﬁ since an excessive amount of transfer would defeat the wawwo& of

limitation itself, while too small an amount would fail to meet the needs of the respective Powers, it will be necessary
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to find suitable figures somewhere between those two extremes.

TV. Special vessels, namely those which do not belong to any of the categories abuve mentioned, are not of such
a nature as to be taken into consideration in comparing the naval strengths of the Powers and accordingly their amounts
are to be determined in view solely of the special needs of the Powers. In common with the vessels in the exempt
class, they should be considered and treated separately and independently.
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ADDRESS BY MR. REIJIRO WAKATSUKI BROADCAST TO JAPAN, FROM
DORCHESTER STATION, DORSET.

My fellow-countrymen :
I rejoice that the completion of the Beam System by the Marconi Company has now made possible a direct
transmission of speech between England and Japan separated by 10,000 miles of sea and land. :
I am very happy to avail myself of this wonderful invention and to address my fellow-countrymen at home while
I am in London on an important mission. Science has taken a rapid stride in the past in promoting by mechanical
devices the welfare of mankind. At the same time, there has been also 2 marked progress in the endeavours to lessen

or to remove frictions between nations and, even if international disputes occur, to settle them not by war but by pacific
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means, a8 may be seen in the establishment of the League <f Nations, in the conclusion of naval treaties at Washington,
and more recently in the signing of the Kellogg-Briand Pact two years ago, by which nearly 60 nations pledged to
renounce war as an instrument of national policy. It is with this trend of the times in mind that the British Govern-
Tnent proposed the present Conference with a view to effect proper limitation upon various categories of ships, not covered,
as well as those covered, by the ﬁwﬁrmumag Treaties. As you know, Americs, France, Italy and Japan accepted the
British invitation and sent their delegates to London, and on January 21st in the presence of His Britannic Majesty the
Naval Conference was opened. The delegations have since been assiduously at work in order to achieve the desired end.

Our delegation is collaborating with those of other Powers in accordance with our fundamental policy, on the one
hand, to help to effect a positive naval reduction and establish international peace and harmony, and on the other hand,
to retain such naval strength as is adequate to guarantee our national security. We are making every effort to fulfil the
expectations of our people. It goes without saying that the Conference, dealing, as it does, with questions of supreme
importance affecting the security of the nations concerned, must face a number of delicate and difficult problems, which
tequire the most careful and patient handling.

However, in view of the earnest effort made by all the Delegations, and of the manifest desire of all peoples to
ensure the peace of the world, I believe that the great task of naval limitation will be accomplished, incressing thereby
the mutual goodwill and concord among the Powers and contributing materially to the advancement of the fraternity of
mankind. A wonderful invention by scientists such as this, which can carry the human voice from London to Tokio,
should inspire us all to resolve and make a redoubled effort to overcome any obstacles that hinder the world’s progress
to peace.

In conclusion, I extend to you all my best wishes and also my sincere thanks for your loyal support accorded to

my colleagues and myself, and assure you that your sympathy and understanding will go far in assisting us to achieve
the utmost measure of success.
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STATEMENT BY THE JAPANESE DELEGATION ON THE QUESTION OF THE SUBMARINE,
AT THE FOURTH PLENARY SESSION, FEBRUARY 11th, 1930.

] It bas to-day been the privilege of all of us here to listen to the very enlightening statement on the question
of submarines. I can fully sympathize with the high humanitarian motives that are EB»&FW the interesting idea of
8?:% abolishing this particular category of warcraft. I am one of those who deem it most desirable that, if war must
be fought, its destructive power should be minimized ; innocent lives be spared and valuable wealth be conserved. T am
most emphatically opposed to the unlimited submarine warfare as witnessed during the World War.

But, in one respect, I have to differ with some of the propositions put forward to-day by some of my esteemed
colleagues. The merits of a submarine are to be judged, not by what she does but by what she is. It is not a ruthless
weapon to be condemned in contradistinction to the surface craft. For that matter, what weapons of war cannont be
put to the merciless use of victimising lives and property to no purpose?

Let us take another obvious instance. The flying machines are being developed day by day and are adding o
much to the progress of peaceful communication. But at the same time, they are proving to be formidable weapons, and

if abused, would offer menace to defenceless lives and property even more atrociously than submarines themselves. They

have, in a sense, a wider range of action. They can, if so willed, play havoc not only at sea but on land. Nothing’

can more clearly show the truth that a sword will cut both ways.

A submarine has its proper legitimate uses. It is an appropriate medium of defence as a scout and an instrument
to ward off an enemy attack in the adjacent waters of a country. Japan, consisting as she does of so many islands
seattered so widely on the sea extending from the tropical to the frigid zones, sees in esuch kind of arm a convenient
and adequale means to provide for her national defence. With this comparatively inexpensive warcraft she can contrive

to look after her extensive waterways and vulnerable points. Japan desired to retain submarines solely for these
purposes.

As to the necessity to put an end once for all to the recurrence of the appalling experiences of the world war,
Japan heartily associates herself to the proposal, which is apparently in the minds of many of my Colleagues, to submit
this category of arms to a strict circumscription of law. Tt was Japan’s wish that this measure should early be adopted
and she not only signed the submarine treaty agreed upon at the Washington Conference, but soon ratified the same.
She wishes most ardently that the present Conference will revive that question and will succeed in finding out a proper
and effective formula much more satisfactory in its conception, so that all Powers represented at this table can unite in
making it operative in no distant future. Japan is second to mome to give her full support to an undertaking to outlaw

the illegitimate use of a legitimate and defensive agency of war.
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MR. REIJIRO WAKATSUKI’S SPEECH AT THE JAPAN SOCIETY DINNER AT THE
MAYFAIR HOTEL ON TUESDAY EVENING, FEBRUARY 25th 1930, 7.30 p.m.

In accepting the honour and hospitality you have extended to wns, it is my genuine pleasure first of all to thank
you, the Chairman and members of the Japan Society, for the very great thoughtfulness which has prompted you to
arrange this delightful gathering to give us an opportunity to meet so many of the prominent personages of London who
are interested in Japan and in the preservation and promotion of the mutual friendliness which has long existed between
our two countries. Some of us have in years past enjoyed the privilege of knowing some, perhaps many, of you who
are here this evening, which makes this oceasion all the more congenial and pleasant.

I am equally comscious of our obligation' to the First Lord of Admiralty, the Right Honourable Mr. A. V.
Alexander, who has so kindly proposed the toast of the Japanese Delegation, and it is my agreeable duty on behalf of
our Delegation to thauk him for the thoughtful words he has said and the friendly sentiment he has mwwummmmmu and, T

should not omit, for the very flattering personal compliments that we scarcely deserve.

It may seem trite to say that Great Britain and Japan have been good friends—that they have been on the best
of terms. Yet this commonplace statement wakens in our bosoms a grateful memory of what England has done in help-
ing us to build up onr modern navy, as well as, the memory of those eventful years, when the two Sea Powers journeyed
hand-in-hand on the road of diplomacy and of world affairs. Together they undertook to maintain the stability of the
Far East, and together they strove to keep peace in that part of the world and thus contributed towards the preserva-
tion of the peace of the world at large. The road they had to follow were not always smooth, much less strewn with
roges. More often than not they were rough and untried ; more often than not, they were rank with thistles and hedged
with thorny growths. And yet through all the obstacles, through all the trials and difficulties, the two nations were
in perfect harmony, each apprecisling the part played by the other.

I know that it is mot a good taste to indulge in personal reminiscence. But I cannot resist the temptation of
telling you what a mingled feeling of pride and appreciation stirred within me when T was in London some twenty
years ago. I was then stationed here for one year as a financial representative of our Government, and it was my
privilege to see with my own eyes demonstrations of the friendliness and good will of the British people towards my
country. Those were the memorable years which followed our titanic struggle with Tzarist Russia upon the outcome of
which seemed to hinge our very destiny. . Throughout the great conflict Great Britain stood firmly by us, and threw
its vast influence on our side of the scale. And it was in the wake of that historic war that I came to London and
found to my delight and gratification continued British sympathy for us and continued British support for the cause for
which we had gone to war.

During the world war Japan naturally aligned herself with Great Britain and her allies and associates, and it
was the privilege of our navy to convoy the transports carrying soldiers from Australia and New Zealand to the various
fronts, and to patrol the Mediteranean Sea to keep open the lanes of communieation in those waters. If it is true muﬁ
adversity makes friendship it certsinly is true that the difficulties and tribulations England and Japan faced together
have made them the better friend and mude them sympathize with each other all the more deeply,

The end of the world war found a new pirit guiding the course of international relations. The age -seemed to
have passed when ententes and alliances had been considered the best available means of maintaining peace.. .The new
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age—the age which dawned upon the ruins of the world war demanded the new conception, a new order based upon
world cooperation in the interest of peace, humanity and civilization. In consonance with this new spirit Great Britain
and Japan agreed at the Washington Conference of 1921 to terminate the alliance which had for twenty years served
the purpose of preserving the peace of the Orient, and substituted for the time—honoured instrument a new agreement
by which they were glad to associate themselves with France and the United States of America in the tagk of estab-
lishing international harmony and concord in regard to certain of the problems which might arise in the regions of the
Pacific.

I have said that a new spirit, a new idea, has been injected into the international relations of the new world.
It is in conformity with this new spirit that the naval conference has been called here. We are trying to apply this
new spirit to the regulation and restriction of an institution as old as _usu.nmswq itself. That is why the task is so difficult.
That is why the conference is proceeding so cautiously and so laboriously.

But I share the optimistic hope of the First Lord of Admiralty. My colleagues and I have been struck by the
charm and vivacity of the members of the British Delegation. It is a great pleasure to work with them. The know-
ledge that they understand us, that they appreciate our position is a source of infinite satisfaction to us. I am confident
that the conference will succeed. The First Lord of Admiralty has spoken of Japan’s loyalty to trealy obligations.
Loyalty is the very quintessence of Bushido. To us Japanese a word of honour is more precious than life. Japan will
not lightly make a pledge; but once it is made you may be sure that she will keep it to the end.

In concluding these remarks, it is my pleasure once again to thank you for the delightful and profitable evening
you have allowed us to spend with you.

T EREGER ORGSR

STATEMENT BY THE JAPANESE DELEGATION ISSUED AT
10 p.m. ON APRIL 2nd, 1930.

The Japanese Delegation has transmitted to the Government the compromise plan emerging from the informal
conversations between the American, British and Japanese Delegations and has asked for their instructions. The reply
from Tokio arrived on April Ist and at a meeting of the three Delegations at St. James’ Palace at 3.15 p.m. on April
2nd, Mr. Reijiro Wakatsuki made a statement that the Japanese Government had accepted the plan with a few reserva-
tions to which sincere consideration by the American and British Delegations was requested. As to the details of such
reservations further exchange of views would be made between the three Delegations tomorrow.

It is a fact that the subject matter of the negotiations being related to the question of national defence there have
been difficulties in arriving at an understandiug between the three Delegations but the Japanese Government have always
approached the matter with a firm resolve to cooperate with the participating Powers to make the Conference a success
out of their sincere desire to promote international peace and goodwill. And in view of the fact that the present plan
has grown out of the spirit of accommodation and conciliation of the representatives of the Powers concerned, the Japanese
Government have come fo agree to make it the basis of the treaty to be concluded. In doing so the Japanese Govern-
ment have also in mind the fact that the treaty to be concluded will be in force up to the end of 1936 and that as to
the arrangement thereafter all nations concerned will be free to claim all that they deem necessary and Japan will naturally
be in a position to maintain the claim which she considers to be necessary from the point of view of national defencé as

“heretofore.

Gesarseuvmescessnerarsesasotsetaveniitcrestacsoransnterrotas
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SPEECH OF MR. REIJIRO WAKATSUKI AT THE FINAL PLENARY MEETING OF THE
LONDON NAVAL CONFERENCE, APRIL 22nd, 1930.

On behalf of the Japanese Delegation, I wish to thank, first of all, the Chairman most heartily for his splendid-
statesmanship, kindliness and forbearance with which he has always steered the deliberations of the Conference and which
have been most essential in bringing .about the successful solution of so many complicated questions. I thank our foreign
colleagues for their earnest and loyal co-operation and for their true friendship. Our thanks are ‘farther due to the
people of London of whose hospitality we have been the fortunate recipients during our stay, and, last but not least, to

His Britannic Majesty’s Government, once again, for its initiative in calling this Conference and for its many courtesies
which have so greatly facilitated our labours.

At this juncture, I am happy to say that, eager to carry out the noble spirit embodied in the Pact of Paris
which has established for all time the principle of doing away with war, and realizing the surpassing importance of con~
solidating peaceful and friendly relationships among nations by concluding an agreement on the limitation and reduction
of naval armament, Japan has done, and has been only too glad to do, all within her power at the Conference about to
be adjourned. ,

Needless to say, it is important that in an agreement of disarmament, the matter of national safety should be
fully taken into consideration. As I had several opportunities to state in and out of the Conference, it has always been
the policy of the Japanese Government to maintain a minimum naval strength sufficient for the defensive purposes and
for fulfilling her ozmmmmcum in the maintenance of general peace in the Far Fast—a strength that would in no sense
arouse apprehensions in the mind of other nations.

Such has been, and will always be our national attitude. If, therefore, the present Treaty were to regulate the
situation for too many years to come, the Japanese people might entertain feelings of insecurity as to their national
defence. But, in view of the fact that the present agreement is binding upon the Powers concerned for a limited dura-
tion until 1936 and the naval strengths to be held by the Powers thereafter are to be reconsidered at the next Con-
ference, Japan, from her ardent desire to see the cause of peace promoted; from her conviction that the conclusion of a
Treaty like the preseut will naturally strengthen the sense of national safety, and in the spirit of accommodation and
harmony, has gladly agreed to the present Treaty. The Japanese Government, therefore, considers it important that,
while the naval strength of Japan as now agreed upon, especially in cruisers carrying 8-inch guns and in the total
tonnage in case the right of option is exercised, is not limited beyond the life of the present Treaty, it has been expli-

citly understood among the signatory Powers that its stipulations will be entirely without prejudice to our attitude at
the  Conference to follow.

I wish now to add just ome more word. A great and unprecedented thing has been accomplished, in that, for
the first ‘time in human history, all important fighting vessels have been placed under restriction. What was sown in
Wasghington has been reaped in London. There is no doubt but that the present Treaty will prove to be a historic and
lasting monument on the path of peace.and human progress. Embcdying as it does, the spirit of frank and friendly co~
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operation so admirably demonstrated by the Mmqmcmmpmnw Powers, it will put an end to damaging competition and sus-
picions, and by reinforcing international aecord and comradeship, will, I am convinced, create a favourable stmosphere
in which hereafter all Powers may meet further to promote the tremendous task of disarmament.
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It is my privilege to make a few remarks on behalf of the Japanese Delegation upon some of the important
problems which confront the League cf Nations.

It hardly seems necessary for me to dwell in detail upon the sincere attitude of the Japanese Government in
respect of the question of disarmament which has been stated on several occasions in the past. ,

Our attitude regarding naval disarmament has been clearly demonstrated in practice since the Washingion Con-
ference by our loyal cooperation with other nations. At the last Assembly, my predecessor Mr. Adalci declared our
warm sympathy with the Anglo-American conversations concerning this question which were then in progress and ex-
pressed the hope that those conversations would serve to facilitate the work of general disarmament.

It is a source of great satisfaction to us, that, in part, this hope has been realized. The London Naval Confer-
ence has had as its sequel the London Treaty which was signed on April 22nd last after three months of strenuous
exertion, by virtue of mutual concessions and friendly collaboration on the part of the interested Powers.

The fact that the term of the Treaty is short may give rise to a feeling of uncertainty with regard to its effec-
tiveness. But the shortness of the term rendered it possible for the Powers interested to sign the Treaty. This, however,
does not imply our disinclination to continue the work of disarmament. On the contrary the provisions of that Treaty
anticipate the convening of a future conference, at which it would be endeavoured to frame a new agreement in order
more effectively to achieve a reduction of naval armaments. We may say that the London Treaty combined with the
‘Washington Treaty having succeeded in limiting all categories of warships, laid the foundation for a complete naval
agreement in the future.

From the remarkable speech of Monsieur Briand last Thursday, we sre happy to be able to assume that the
day may not be very far off when the London Treaty will be widened and strengthened in its effect, thus contributing
to the progress of the noble task of general disarmament undertaken by the League of Nations.
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Tet me say a few words at this juncture regarding the actual state of the land forces of Japan.

My Government have so far on their own initiative effected a substantial reduction of their military forces. Before
the World War, our land forces consisted of 21 divisions besides independent formations. The Japanese Government
proceeded in 1922 to reduce the effectives of each division and further in 1925 to suppress four divisions. Iop conse-
quence, our military strength now consists of seventeen divisions representing about 6525 of the pre-war formations.

Now that the question of naval disarmament has entered on a phase of practical solution, together with the fact
that various problems regarding land and aerial disarmament have been studied at length by the Preparatory Commission
of Disarmament, my country awaits in a spirit of good will the moment in the near future when the time will be ripe

to envisage, under the auspices of the League of Nations, the whole problem of dissrmament in all its branches.
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COMMUNIQUE

We have had a conversation regarding the present position of the question of naval disarmament as between the
United States and Great Britain. It has been informal and general and most satisfactory. His Excellency proposes to
refer to this subjects at the Pilgrim¢’ Dinner on Tuesday night, and T shall do the same almost at the same time at
Lossiemouth. This is intended to be the begining of the negotiations. 'We both wish to make it clear that the other
Naval Powers are expected to cooperate in these negotiations, upon the successful consummation of which the peace of

the whole world must depend.
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