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I have the honour to inform Your Excellency that the informal conversations on the subject of naval disarma-
ment which have been proceeding in London during the last three months between the Prime Minister and the
Ambassador of the United States have now reached a stage at which it is possible fo say that there is no point outstand-
ing of such serious importance as to prevent an agreement.

From time to time the Prime Minister has notified Your Excellency of the progress made in these discussions
and I now have the honour to state that provisional and informal agreement has been reached on the following principles:

1. The conversations have been one of the results of the Treaty for the Renunciation of War signed at Paris in
1928 which brought about a re-slignment of our national attitudes on the subject of security, in consequence of the
provision that war should not be used as an instrument of national policy in the relations of nations one to another.
Therefore, the Peace Pact has been regarded as the starting point of agreement.

2. It has been agreed to adopt the principle of parity in each of the several categories and that such parity
shall be reached by December 81st, 1936. Consultation between His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom
and His Majesty’s Governments in the Dominions has taken place and it is contemplated that the programme of parity
on the British side should be related to the naval forees of all parts of the Empire.

3. The question of battleship strenpth was also touched upon during the conversstions and it has been agreed
in these conversations that subject to the sssent of other signatory Powers it would be desirable to reconsider the battle~
ship replacement programmes provided for in the Washington Treaty of 1922, with the view to diminishing the amount
of replacement construetion implied under that treaty.

4. Since both the Government of the United States and Flis Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom

M
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adhere to the attitude that they have publicly adopted in regard to the desirability of securing the total abolition of
the submarine, this matter hardly gave rise to discussion during the recent conversations. They recognise, however,
that no final settlement on this subject can be reached except in conference with the other naval Powers.

In view of the scope of these discussions both Governments consider it most desirable that a Conference should
be summoned to consider the categories not covered by the Washington Treaty and to arrange for and deal with the
questions covered by the second paragraph of Article 21 of that Treaty. It is our earnest hope that the Japanese
Government will agree to the desirability of such a conference. His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom and
the Government of the United States are in accord that such a conference should be held in London at the beginning of

the third week of January, 1930, and it is hoped that the Japanese Government will be willing to appoint representa~
tives to attend it.

A similar invitation is being addressed to the Governments of France, Italy and the United States; and His
Majesty’s Governments in the Dominions are being asked to appoint representatives to take part in the conference. I
should be grateful if Your Excellency would cause the above invitation to be addressed to the Japanese Government.

In the same way as the two Governments have lkept Your Excellency informally au courant of the recent dis-
cussions, so now His Majesty’s Government will be willing, in the interval before the proposed conference, to continue
informal conversations with Your Excellency on any points which may require elucidation. The importance of review-
ing the whole naval situation at an early date is so vital in the interests of general disarmament that I trust that Your
Excellency’s Government will see their way to accept this invitation and that the date proposed will be agreeable to
them, Tis Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom propose to communicate to you in due course their views as

to the subjects which they think should be discussed at the conference, and will be glad to receive a corresponding

communication from the Japanese Government.

It is hoped that at this conference the principal naval Powers may be successful in reaching agreement. I
should like to emphasise that His Majesty’s Government have discovered no inclination in any quarter to set up new

machinery for dealing with the naval disarmament question; on the contrary it is hoped that by this means a text

ean be elaborated which will facilitate the task of the League of Nations Preparatory Commission and of the subsequent
General Disarmament Conference.
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I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Note dated October 7, informing me of a provisional and
informal agreement reached between the Prime Minister and the American Ambassador at London on the subject of
naval disarmament, and inviting the Japanese Government to participate in a Conference which it is proposed to summon
in London, to consider the categories of ships not covered by the Washington Treaty, and to arrange for and deal with
the questions eovered by the second paragraph of Article 21 of that Treaty.

2. Having laid before my Government the contents of your Note under acknowledgement, I am desired to state
in reply that the Japanese Government are happy to signify their entire concurrence in the desirability of the proposed
Conference, and are ready to appoint representatives to take part in that Conference. The date suggested for the opening
of the Conference, namely, the beginning of the third week of January, 1930, is also agreeable to my Goverument.

3. 'The Japanese Government are further gratified to know of the willingness of the British Government to con-
tinue informal conversations with me, as hitherto, on any points which may require elucidation. They nole that similar
discussions conducted in Lendon by the Prime Minister with the American Ambassador during the last three months
had cleared the ground for an agreement on essential points between the British and American Governments, prior to
the invitation extended to other naval Powers to meet in a Conference, My Clovernment attach the highest importance
to the same procedure being followed by the Japanese and British Governments, in order to ensure agreement between
them on various questions that are to be laid before the Conference. The success of the forthcoming Conference no doubt
depends in a large mesgure npon the eatisfactory isue of such preliminary discussions, snd my Government confidently
trust that the informal conversations between the British Government and myself on questions of special moment will
be earried on snd completed hefore these questions mre presented to the Conference for final adjustment.

4. In your Note under review, it is intimated that the British Government propose to communieate to me in
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due coutse their views as to the subjects for discussion at the Conference. The Japanese Government are looking forward
to such s communication with keen interest, and, on their part, they will be gald fo furnish the British Government
with a corresponding communication as desired.

5. 'With regard to the four points of principle mentioned in your Note as the subject of provisional agreement
between the British and American Governments, the Japanese Government hope to be able to submit their observations
in the course of the informal conversations which I shall shortly permit myself to hold with the British Government.
They would, however, make use of this occasion to assure you of their cordial support to the principle that the Treaty
for the Renunciation of War, signed at Paris in 1928, should be taken as the starting point for all discussions on disarma-
ment, They feel confident that the sense of national seeurity inspired by the provisions of that Treaty in the mutual
relations of the contracting Powers will pave the way for the final settlement of the outstanding questions relative to
naval disarmament.

6. In conclusion, I am instructed to express the sincere and earnest hiope of the Japanese Government that the
Conference will suceeed in the adoption of plans caleulated to promote international peace and good will, and to relieve
humanity of the heavy burden of armament whether existing or contemplated. It is not merely the limitation, but also
the reduction of armament that all nations should seek to attain.
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The attention of the whole world is now centered upon the Naval Conference, which is to meet to-day in London.
At the Washington Conference, an agreement was arrived at for the reduction and limitation of the strength in eapital
ships and airplane carriers of each of the several Powers concerned. It put an end to all building competition in these
categories. No such agreement came into being at Washington in regard to suxiliary craft. That Conference only suc-
ceeded in limiting to eight inches the calibre of gun to be mounted on a cruiser and in defining the maximum tonnage
of a cruiser as ten thousand tons. The remarkable progress since made in the manufacture of axmaments rendered it possible
for a cruiser, within the limitations of the Washington Treaty, to possess enormous fighting power. It then became increasingly
evident that provision should be made for the prevention of competition in cruisers. In view of popular demand for
such an arrangement, Japan, Great Britain, and the United States met in conference at Geneva in 1927. The meeting
ended in failure, to the great disappointment of the general public. In the course of last year, the problem of naval
disarmament was again brought to the fore, with the inauguration of President Hoover in the United States and the
coming into power of the Labour Party in England. The result is the calling together of the present Five-Power Con-
ference at London. The invitation to this conference by the British Government under date of October 7th of last year
and our reply thereio dated the 18th of the same month were respectively published at the time. The contents of that
correspondence need not be repeated here. I only desire to make a few observations on the political significance of the
present conference and on the nature of the so-called naval ratio.

In the first place, we take it that the Conference is intended to attain an agreement among the principal naval
Powers to regulate their respective naval strengths in such a way as at once to secure to each Power the integrity of its
national defenses and & reduction of naval expenditure, and to promote mutual retations of peace and friendship. Therein

lies the political significance of the London Conference. No nation can be expected to subscribe to an agreement that
might jeopardize its own security. But it must be remembered that the amount of naval strength needed by one Power
is in an important degree relative to that possessed by other Powers. It ought therefore to be possible for all the nations
concerned uniformly to reduce their respective naval strengths to a certain extent and so to relieve the burden on their
peoples, without involving, for any single nation, any sacrifice of the integrity of its national defenses. Such a result is,
needless to say, attainable only through international agreement. In the absence of such agreement, the reduction of
naval strength which any particular nation may effect of iis own accord, in pursuance of the highest ideals, will not
necessarily be followed by a corresponding step on the part of other nations. Given the assurance of agreement, however,
sll nations can safely diminish their naval armaments. In their mutual relations, too, groundless fears will give way to
trust and friendship; the cause of peace among the nations will in that way be signally promoted.

Secondly, the nature of the so-called “ratio of naval strength” should be clearly understood. There are those who
are disposed to look upon the naval ratio as a standard by which to gauge the international standing of a country. In
their view, a Power possessing warships in larger numbers or to a heavier tonnage is cntitled by that fact and to that
extent to the higher esteem of the world. Such an approach to the question would render impossible any agreement upon
“ratio”, which, in the nature of things, presupposes gradations in naval strength. All nations being equal in interna-
tional status, they would no doubt be justified in claiming equality in navsl strength, if the amount of such strength
were to deeide the position of each Power in the hierarchy of states. Our claim to a definite amount of naval strength
is in no way influenced by such sentimental considerations. It is based upon the practical necessity of making our
defenses secure against foreign invasion, We offer no menace to any nation; we snbmit to menace from none. On that
fundamental principle, it is our desire to seeure s naval arrangement satisfactory to all parties concerned.

We must not shut our eyes to the manifold difficulties which will bave to be surmounted before the present Con-
ference can be brought to a successful conclusion. The magnitude of the task before the London Conference can bardly
be overestimated. The problem which the Washington Conference left in its wake and which at a later date the Geneva
Conference failed to solve, has now to find a solution at London once for all. But today the public opinion of the world

-

is oalling in sober earnest for the security and happiness of national life and for peace and frienship in international
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relations. Should the London Conference take this tide at its flood, its labours will surely be crowned with success. The
nations there represented can ill afford once more to disappoint this public demand. The Washington Conference opened
& new chapter in the history of human progress. We expect the same messure of achievement to result from the inter-
national assembly now meeting at London. .
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TRANSLATION OF THE SPEACH DELIVERED BY Mr. REIJIRO WAKATSUK], CHIEF
DELEGATE OF JAPAN, AT THE INAUGURAL MEETING OF
THE LONDON NAVAL CONFERENCE.

On this memorable occasion when His Majesty the King has been graciously pleased to open the Naval Conference
it is my agreeable duty to express, on behalf of the Japanese Delegation, our gratitude for His Majesty’s cordial message
of welcome and good will, and ocur infinite pleasure at finding him completely restored to good health. To His Britan-
nic Majesty’s Government, are due our sincere appreciation and esteem for the initiative they have taken in calling
the present meeting, and also our thanks for the courtesy, hospitality and facilities which they are affording us in London.

It is the unanimous desire of the Japanese nation that peace should be lastingly established and the principle of
international co-operation be firmly secured and upheld. They are conscious of the compelling need of eliminating the
danger of sanguinary and wasteful warefare and of enabling all nations to work out in peace their own destinies with
the assurance of international fairness and justice. The intense interest manifested in Japan in the present conference is
an eloquent sign of the pacific aspirations of our country.

Japan’s policy of peace has been abundantly demonstrated at the Conferences at Washington and at Geneva, and
in her earnest participation in the manifold activities of the League of Nations.

Again, it was in pursuance of the same policy that Japan whole-heartedly associated herself with the spirit and
aim of the Pact of Paris.

We are now about to embark on the deliberations of this Conference with that universal testament of peace as
our starting point. Moreover, I have complete confidence that the Powers here represented fully understand and are
sympsathetic with the attitudes and policies of each other. Though not unaware of the delicacy and intricacies of the
problems that confront us, I see no insuperable obstacles in our path.

It is my happy privilege to declare at this moment that Japan pledges her free and loyal collaboration with the
other Powers in the Conference, and that she is prepared fo go, in conjunction with them, to the limit in naval disarma-
ment. She is ready to effect not merely a limitation but an actual reduction in naval strengths, whieh she considers to
be an appropriate and necessary programme of peace, as well as a measure for relieving the nations from numerous finan-
cial burdens. Her only concern is to see the sense of national security of the people undisturbed by retaining such force
a8 is adequate for the defence of the Empire while not safficient for offensive operations.

In conclusion, I desire to reiterate my confident hope that the Conference will be an unqualified success, and that
it will fulfil the eager expectancy of sorely-tried humanity and earn the gratitude of generations to come,
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STATEMENT SETTING FORTH THE ATTITUDE OF THE JAPANESE DELEGATION
IN THE LONDON NAVAL CONFERENCE.

It is the belief of the Japanese Delegation that the London Naval Conference has been convened in response to
the nniversal yearning of mankind for the establishment of an enduring peace. Japan is determined to contribute her

1

- 456 —

— 457 —



HE

full share in bringing about an all-round reduction in the naval weapons of war to the end that human happiness may
be increased and the financial burden of the peoples may be lightened.

In view, however, of the relativity of naval strengths against one another, Japan desires to maintain such force
as will emsure safely and security of the nation—a force necessary for her nationsl defence in the Far Eastern waters,
whose tranquillity constitutes her primary concern.

The attitude of the Japanese Delegation, predicated upon these considerations, may be outlined as follows :—
Method of Limitation.

Too strict an application of either of the principles of global tonnage or of division into categories would not be
suitable for arriving at an agreement among the Powers concerned. The Japanese Delegation is in favour of a formula
which would harmonise the two extremes, allowing transfers in certain categories.

Capital Ships.

The Japanese Delegation is ready to agree not to lay down suy capital ships until 1936.

It also deems it desirable that an agreement should be reached so as to reduce the size of capital ships to 25,000
tons from 335.000 tons stipulated in the Washington Treaty. The maximum gun calibre should be reduced to 14".
Japan advocates the lengthening of the age limit from 20 to 26 years.

Aireraft carriers.

The provisions for the limitation of aireraft carriers in the Washington Treaty should be extended to those of less
+
than 10,000 tons. The age limit for aireraft carriers of more than 10,000 tons should be lengthened from 20 to £26
years and for those of lesser types shall be set at 20 years.

Augiliary Craft.
The Japanese Delegation considers it necessary to hold, as has been repeatedly intimated, a strength in adequate

proportion to that of the other Powers concerned. If, therefore, those Powers will see their way to reducing their
strength, Japan is prepared fo effect reduction to a proportionate degree.

(I} OCruisers, Destroyers.

Japsn attaches special importance to 8” gun ecrujsers, and desires to maintain a minimum strength
sufficient for national defence, taking into consideration the strengths held by other Powers.

The meximum individual tonnage for 6” gun cruisers should be 7,000 or 7,500 tons, and that for
flotilla leaders and destroyers be adequately limited. It is necessary that the number of flotilla leaders be
also limited. The age limit for cruisers should be set at 20 years and that for destroyers at 16 years.

(II) Submarines,

In view of the character of submarines, eminently adopted to defensive uses, and in view of peculiar
geographical coudition of Japan, consisting of many widely scattered islands, the Japanese Delegation is con-
vinced of the necessity to retain this category of warcraft.

At the same time, Japan is willing to cooperate with the other Powers to regulate strictly the use of
submarines against merchant marine.

As to the fonnage, Japan proposes to maintain her existing strength. The maximum size of sub-
marines shall be limited and their age limit set at 13 years.
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MR. WAKATSUKI'S STATEMENT ON THE OCCASION OF THE SIGNING
OF THE LONDON NAVAL TREATY
(April 22, 1930)

On behalf of the Japanese Delegation, I wish to thank first of all the chairman most heartily for his splendid
statesmanship, kindliness and forbearance with which he has always steered the deliberations of the conference and which
have been most essential in bringing about a successful solution of so many complicated questions. Y thank our foreign
colleagues for their earnest and loyal co-operation and for their true friendship. Our thanks are further due to peaple of
London of whose hospitality we have been the fortunate recipients during our stay and last, but not least, to His
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Britannic' Majesty’s Government, once again for its initiative in calling this conference and for its many courtesies which
have so greatly facilitated onr labours.

At this juneture I am happy to say that, eager to carry out the noble spirit embodied in the pact of Paris
which has established, for all time, the principle of doing away with war, and realizing the surpassing importance of
consolidating peaceful and friedly relationships among nations by concluding an agreement on the limitation and reduction
of naval armament, Japan has done, and has been only too glad to do, all within her power at the conference about to
be adjourned.

Needless to eny, it is important that in an agreement of disarmament national safety should be fully taken into
consideration. As I had several opportunities to state in and out of the conference, it has always been the policy of the
Japanese Government to maintain a minimum naval strength sufficient for defensive purposes and for fulfilling her
obligation in the maintenance of general peace in the Far East,—a strength that would in no sense arouse apprehensions
in the mind of other nations.

Such has been, and will always be our national attitude. If, therefore, the present Treaty were to regulate the
situation for too many years to come, the Japanese people might entertain feelings of insecurity as to their national
defence. But, in view of the fact that the present agreement is binding upon the Powers concerned for a limited durstion
until 1936 and the naval strengths to be held by the Powers thereafter are to be reconsidered at the next Conference,
Japan, from her ardent desive to see the cause of peace promoted and in a spirit of accommodation and harmeny, has
gladly agreed to the present Treaty.

In doing so, the Japanese Government is gratified to note that, since the naval strength of Japan as now agreed
upon, especially in cruisers carrying 8-inch guns and in the total tonnage in case option is exercised, is not lingited
beyond the life of the present Treaty, it has been explicitly understood among the signatory Powers that they are hot
to be bound by its stipulations as to their attiude at the Conference to follow.

I wish to add just one more word. A great and unprecedented thing has been accomplished. For the first time
in human history, all important fighting vessels have been placed under restriction. What was sown in Washington has
been reaped in London. There is no doubt but that the present Treaty will prove to be a historic and lasting monument

on the path of peace and human progress. Embodying, as it does, the spirit of frank and friendly co-operation so
admirably demonstrated by the participating Powers, it will put an end to damaging competition and suspicions, and by
reinforcing international accord and comradeship, will, I am convinced, create a favourable atmosphere in which hereafter
all Powers will meet to promote the great task of disarmament.
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“The best safeguard for peace is adequate armament” is an old saying perhaps oao»&oﬁw:% believed in even by
pacifists, Such an idea has long swayed the thoughts of the peoples of the world. But the existence of powerful
armaments in one country gives rise to suspicion, fear and animosity in other countries which will naturally increase
their armaments in turn. There will then ensue s rivalry among the nations which will exacerbate their relations and
more often than not lead to war. Thus swollen armaments, instead of bringing peace to the nations, will wesken their
security and will prove the source of all manner of misfortune to them. That is the one great lesson which the World
‘War gave to humanity.

On the other hand, armament is a relative thing, so that nations can with perfect safety reduce their armaments
by agreement. The result would prove not only an alleviation of their burdens, but an increased security for them all;
for the reduction of their armaments will be followed by an improvement in their mutusl relations. The bitter experience
of the World War has aroused the peoples of the world to a consciousness of this plain truth. The long history of
human struggle, however, dies very hard. The civilized nations of the world are doing their utmost to establish peace

on the basis of justice, by organizing the League of Nations and other organs for the peaceful settlement of international
conflicts; by outlawing war by the Pact of Paris; and by promoting the work of gemeral disarmament. But it is
generally admitted that it is impossible to disregard the present international situation and to attempt, at onme bound, to
effect the total abolition of armaments. 'We must rest satisfied with such gradual progress as improved relations between
the nations of the globe may render possible. The world is happily moving in the right direction. What was found
impossible of achievement at the Hague Peace Conferences was accomplished at Paris and Washington. 'What Washington
and Geneva left undone has now been realized in Tondon.

The Treaty which is being signed today in Londen will put an end to all competition in naval comstruction. It
will greatly increase the semse of securily among the nations concerned, while it will lessen in a marked degree their
respective burdens. The success of the Conference marks s long and assured step towards the lofty ideal common to
all the nations of the world. The results achieved in London are the more welcome when we picture to ourselves what
would have been the consequences of a failure,—the aggravation of international relations, the increase of national burdens,
and the great blow that would have been dealt to the spirit of peaceful co-operation among the nations,

The Treaty of London is a monument to the great labour and pains which the Delegates of the several Powers
expend on the task before them. They have earned that deep gratitude which is being shown to them by the whole
world. Moreover, the Treaty represents a signal victory for that spirit of peace and co-operation which subsists among
the peoples of the globe.
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Turning to the subject of naval disarmament, I do not feel myself at liberty for the present to relate at any great
length the proceedings of the London Conference. I am, however, happy to announce that the Conference has at last
come to a successful conclusion, after constant and most exacting labours ever since its opening on the 21st of January,
and through mutual concessions and friendly co-operation on the part of all the participating Powers. A treaty of
historic importance was signed on the 22nd of this month. It should be hailed with satisfaction by all those who have
at heart the advancement of peace and friendship among the nations, Particular atténtion is invited to the agreement
arrived at for the prevention of building competition in auxiliary craft Japan, England and America, after repeated
failures for more than eight years since the Washington Conference, have finally succeeded in composing all the differences
which had so far stood in the way of such an agreement. This fact, in itself, has a significance far beyond the legal
effects indicated in the provisions of the Treaty. In the mutual relations of nations, nothing can be more harmful or
more uncalled for than a competition in naval construction. It is caleulated to aggravate fear and uneasiness, instead of
strengthening the confidence of any party in the race in its national security. The history of the days preceding the
World War bears striking testimony to this tendency. The London Treaty puts an end to all competition in naval
construction for the duration of its validity. The value of the Treaty lies, not only in such material advantages as the
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lessening of national burdens, but more especially in the moral influence it is bound to exercise upon international
relations.

The Treaty is intended to regulate the conditions to prevail until the end of 1936. It is made clear that the
amount of naval strength to be allowed to each Power after that period shall be discussed and determined at a conference
to be held in 1935. In respect of capital ships, the Treaty stipulates that until the end of 1936, the signatories shall
nob exercise their right to lay down the keels of replacement tonnage provided for by the Washington Treaty ; and,
further, that the British Commonwealth of Nations shall dispose of five capitsl ships, the United States of three, and
Japan of one. Regarding auxiliary craft, the total amount of tonnage to be possessd by Japan will be less by approxi-
mately fifty thousand tons than her existing strength. And yet the strength which we shall actually retain at the date
of the Conference of 1935 does not materially differ from that which we originally proposed, alike in the eight-inch
gun cruiser class and in the total tonnage of suxiliary eraft. It is true that the tonnage of submarines has been reduced
considerably below the figure we proposed for ourselves, but our strength in this category will maintain strict parity
with that of the British Commonwealth and the United States, both of which have abandoned their original demand for
the total abolition of submarines.

These arrangements have now made it possible for us to economize in our naval expenditure, while the safety of
our national defense is adequately assured for the duration of the Treaty. None but extreme pessimists could possibly
contend that the amount of strength to be alloted to Japan during the period ending in 1936 will prove fatally short of
the needs of our national security. Taking fully info consideration the views of naval experts, we have finally adopted
with firm convietion the decision to join in the present Treaty.

It may be apprehended that, in regard to the amount of naval strength to be possessed by Japan after January
1937, the next conference might place upon us restrictions similar to those imposed by the present Treaty, involving a
serious danger to our national security. It will, however, be conceded that the conditions of the world are constantly
changing. 'What we attach the greatest importance to for the moment in our military equipment may not necessarily
retain the same messure of value tomorrow. It is equally possible that what now seems to us of little use may some
day become indispeusable. I{ is incumbent upon us, therefore, to reserve to ourselves perfect liberty to present at the

next conference whatever claims may then appear suitable in the given circumstances. That liberty is explicitly provided
for in the present Treaty. There is no oceasion for the apprehension that the Treaty of London is to bind us hand
and foot for =l time to come. To show oneself unduly disturbed, under the influence of so mistaken an impression,
would bz an attitude little worthy of a self-respecting nation.

Furthermore, lest the diminution of auxiliary tonnage might render it difficult for us to maintain our standard of
technical gkill and ability in the matter of naval construction, we were careful to guard against any such eventualities
by securing, after full discussion npon that phase of the matter with the other Powers, a working arrangement authorizing
us within certain limits to effect the replacement of ship before the prescribed age limit is reached.

In these circumstances, every fair cbserver will agree that the provisions of the London Naval Treaty contain
nothing to which we ought, even at the risk of a rupture of the negotiations, to have taken exception and that on the
contrary, the same and proper course for us to take was to extend our whole-hearted co-operation in order to secure the
success of the Conference. Tt seems that in certain quarters rumours so utterly wide of the truth are circulated as that
the agreement was forced upon us by other Powers. I need hardly point out the absurdity of smeh reports. Having
cavefully weighed all considerations, not only of foreign policy, but also of naval, financial, economic and all the other
factors of nationsl strength, upon which the security of a nation must, in the final analysis, depend, we were brought
to the conclusion that, in aceepting the terms of the agreement arrived at, we would decidedly be serving the real interest
of this Empire. '

Before concluding my remarks, I may be permitied to express our profound appreciation of the loyalty and
devotion with which the representatives of this conntry and all the members of the Delegation have for several months
past suceessfully faced the most difficult situations and the tremendous pressure of work involved in the Tondon Conferece.
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INTERVIEW GIVEX TO THE PRESS BY BARON SHIDEHARA, MINISTER FOR FOREIGN

AFFAIRS, ON THE RATIFICATION OF THE LONDON NAVAL TREATY.

. October 2nd, 1930,
. It is a matter for gratification in the interest of the Empire that the Imperial ratification has been accorded to
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the London Naval Treaty.

The principal purpose of the Treaty is that the Powers that are parties thereto shall reduce and limit the maval
armaments in their possession with the two-fold result of internally lightening the burdens on the various peoples without
jeopardizing the security of their national defence, and externally fostering the growth of trast and intimacy between
them by putting a stop to international naval competition, thereby consolidating the foundations of world peace.

The attainment of this lofty object has been ardently desired by the Japanese people. Japan contributed to the
conclusion of the Washington Treaty and has done her utmost for the success of the London Naval Conference wholly
for the realization of this national desire. . The London Naval Treaty, in particular, involves, as regards Japan, the
United States and Great Britain, the reductions in auxiliary orafs which the Washington Treaty failed to achieve and
embodies the stoppage of nonmaﬁon in the further construction of ships of all categories, thus making s new epoch in
the history of human progress.

It is hardly necessary to expatiste upon the benefits of the Treaty, but what may be specially stressed is its
moral effect, in that it has enhanced the sentiments of general friendship and coneord and has made more profound the
atmosphere of international peace, and this has contributed greatly to strengthen the spirit of the Treaty for the Renun-
ciation of War. If international relations should be still further improved as a consequence of this moral result, the
real value of the Treaty will be incressingly evident. For this reason, 1 consider it imecumbent upon the Government
and people to exert themselves more than ever to cultivate friendship with the Powers, with fall understanding and
cognizance of the effect of the eompact, and to invest with the highest significance the conclusion of this Treaty.
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TEXT OF PRIME MINISTER HAMAGUCHI'S ADDRESS TO BE BROADCAST ON THE
OCCASION OF THE DEPOSIT OF THE INSTRUMENTS OF RATIFICATION TO
THE LONDON NAVAL TREATY ON OCTOBER 27, 1930.

The memorable Conference which was held in 1921 and 1922 at Washington failed to give a complete measure
of relief to a war-weary world. A totally unexpected competition set in among naval architects in the production of
numerous and very formidable cruisers. These vessels were so heavily armed, so swift and so well-protected as to con-
stitute a factor of extreme importance in any comparison of fleets. It was some time before the existence of the problem,
and its dangers and difficultics, became apparent. Various efforts were made towards its solution, but they seemed to
lead to no result, and the leading naval Powers were rapidly drifting towards an émpasse, with the prospect before them
of & renewal of the wasteful competition and crushing expenditure which had been temporarily arrested at Washington.

This dengerous possibility was averted at London. The assiduous labonrs exerted in 1927 at Geneva were nob
without fruit, but paved the way for a welcome measure of disarmament. An understanding was reached between Japan,
the British Commonwealth of Nations and the United States to put an end to competitive building in all categories of
auxiliary combatant vessels. Nor is that tripartite agreement relating to auxiliary craft the only outstanding feature of
the work of the London Conference. A treaty embodying further provisions, designed to reinforce the limitation of
naval armaments laid down in the Washington Treaty, and to regulate the activity of submarines in conformity with
the dictates of humanity, was elahorated and signed by the five principal Naval powers committed to one and the same
noble end.

I feel it a great privilege to have contributed, so far as in me lay, to this bappy result. The new Treaty is
bound to esercise an immense moral influence on the growing consciousness of mankind. It is a striking demonstra-
tion of mutual confidence and goodwill among the nations, and I congratulste the people of all the participating countries
on such s signal achievement. I know that nothing is nearer the heart of every thinking Japanese than to enjoy security
and to live in pesce with the rest of the world,
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Onpe. cannot but feel that the moment is favourable for a wide extension of the policy of disarmament embodied
in this Treaty. Now that the Pact of Paris initiated by Mr. Briand and Mr. Kellogg has definitely outlawed war, it
is clear that any breach of that solemn engagement must rally the whole world against the aggressor. Whether other
powers came forward to offer active help, or nof, it is hardly conceivable that they would allow the pledgebreaker to
interfere with their trade and to enjoy the other privileges of a lawful belligerent. But, apart from calculations of
wmatual aid in time of war, may we not believe that a more generous and neighbourly spirit is fast replacing the jealousies
and suspicions of the past? Shall we not confidently hope that the deliberations of the Preparatory Committee on
Disarmament of the League of Nations, which is to meet this coming month, will be conducted in the same general
atmosphere that alone made the success of the London Conference possible? I trust that these expectations for the.
fature will not be betrayed.

. The .Hmmw&« of London has opened a new chapter in the history of human civilization. We have once for all
escaped from what I may call the  pioneer ” stage, in which every nation’s hand is actually or potentially against every
other. We have entered on the sane and friendly settlement” stage, in which everyone is united to suppress intrusions
by anyone on another’s sphere. A momentous step forward on the road of international peace and friendship has now
been taken. Let it prove a prelude to still greater triumphs for that lofty cause!
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The event which has exercised the most decisive influence upon our foreign relations during the last twelve
months was the conclusion of the London Naval Treaty. The ratifications of that Treaty were duly deposited on Octo-
ber 27 last by Japan, the United States and all the Members of the British Commonwealth of Nations with the excep-

tion of the Irish Free State. On December 31, the Irish Free State having also effected the same procedure, the Treaty
came into force as between Japan, the United States and the British Empire. TIts full text was then officially published,
and the merits of its various features were discussed at great length during the last session of the Diet, so that no
repetition of those discussions will now be needed. I desire, however, to say a few words on the moral effect produced
by the new agreement. It is indeed impossible to over-estimate the significance of the part which the London Treaty
has played in stabilizing the international situation. Tt put an end to the possibility of a competition among these three
great naval Powers in auxiliary craft, of which ominous signs had been looming on the herizon for some years past. It
settled once for all a tangled problem which had taxed the highest statecraft since the days of the Washington Con-
ference. It inspired in a marked degree a sense of mutual trust and helpfulness between the participating Powers in
all phases of their intercourse,—a fact which will without a doubt be readily appreciated by all those who keep in touch
with the trend of public opinion at home and abroad. This fortunate result cannot fail to facilitate the work of the
next Naval Conference which is to meet in 1935. Upon a general diffusion of this sort of moral consciousness among

mankind must depend, in the final analysis, the peace and progress of the world.
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