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SPEECH OF MR. REIJIRO WAKATSUKI AT THE FINAL PLENARY MEETING OF
THE LONDON NAVAL CONFERENCE, APRIL 22, 1930.

On behalf of the Japanese Delegation, I wish to thank, first of all, the Chairman, most heartily, for his splendid
statesmanship, kindliness and forbearance with which he has always steered the deliberations of the Conference, and
which have been most essential in bringing about the successful solution of so many complicated questions. I thank our
foreign colleagues for their earnest and loyal co-operation and for their true and unfailing friendship. Our thanks are fur-
ther due to the people of London of whose hospitality we have been the fortunate recipients during our miﬁ and, last
but not least, to His Britannic Majesty’s Gavernment, once again, for its initiative in calling this Conference and for
its many courtesies which have so greatly facilitated our labours.

At this juncture, T am happy to say, that, eager to carry out the noble spirit embodied in the Pact of Paris
which has established the principle of doing awsy with war and realizing the surpassing importance of consolidating
peaceful and friendly relationships among nations by concluding an agreement on the limitation and reduction of naval
armament, Japan has done, and has been only too glad to do, all within her power at the Conference about to be ad-
Jjourned.

Needless to say, it is important that, in an agreement on disarmament, the matter of national safety should be
fully taken into consideration. As I had several opportunities to state in and out of the Conference, it has always been
the policy of the Japanese Government to maintain a minimum naval strength sufficient for defensive purposes and
for fulfilling her obligations in the maintenance of general pence in the Eastern Asia—a strength that would in no sense
arouse apprehension in the minds of other nations.

Such has been, and will always be our national attitude. If, therefore, the present Treaty were to regulate the
situation for too many years to come, the Japanese people might entertain feelings of insecurity as to their national de-
fence. But, in view of the fact that the present agreement is binding upon the Powers concerned for a limited duration

until 1936 and the naval strengths to be held by the Powers thereafter are to be reconsidered at the next Conference;

Japan, from her ardent desire to see the cause of peace promoted, from her conviction that the conclusion of a Treaty
like the present will, naturally, strengthen the sense of national safety, and, in the spirit af accommodation and rwﬂB.ouwu
has gladly agreed to the present Treaty. The Japanese Government, therefore, considers it important that, while the
naval strength of Japan as now agreed upon, especially in ernisers carrying 8-inch guns and in the total tonnage in
case the right of option is exercised, is not limited beyond the life of the present Treaty, it has been explicitly under-
stood among the signatory Powers that its stipulation will be entirely without prejudice to our attitude at the Confe-
rence to follow,

I wish now te add just one more word. A great and unprecedented thing has been accomplished, in that, for
the first time in human history, all important fighting vessels have been placed under restriction. What was sown in
Washington has been reaped in London. There is no doubt but that the present Treaty will prove to be & historie
and lasting monument on the path of peace and human progress. Embodying as it does, the spirit of frank and friendly
co-operation so admirably demonstrated by the participating Powers, it will put an end to damaging competition and
suspicions, and by reinforcing international accord and comradeship, will, I am convinced, create a favourable atmosphere
in which, hereafter, all Powers may meet further to promote the tremendous task of disarmament.
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