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conversations German Government announced
their decision to build in future a fleet which
would be in the proportion on 100% for British
Fleet and 35% for German Fleet.

2. German Government would also be pre-
pared to agree: (A) that this should be permanent
relationship between two fleets, i. e. that the
strength of German Fleet should never exceed
35% of British Fleet; (B) that they would adhere
to this limitation in all circumstances, e. g. it
would not be affected by construction of third
powers; (C) that this ratio need not be incorpo-
rated in any future international treaty provid-
ed that the

adopted for the future limitation of naval arma-

alternative method eventually
ments were to give Germany f{ull guarantees
that this relationship between the British and
German fleets will be maintained; (D) that ratio

should in principle be calculated on base of
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London,
Received, June 8th a. m., 1935.

June 7th p. m.

Gaimudaijin, Tokio.
No. 190 (Betuden)
1. At the outset of the Anglo-German naval

tonnage on the separate categories (i. e. not
merely on “global” tonnage).

Before however giving and undertaking in
sense of paragraph 2 above they asked whether
His Majesty’s Government were prepared to
accept this arrangement.

The German offer has been carefully consid-
ered by His Majesty’s Government who have
rcached conclusion that it should be accepted.
They regard it as contribution of great impor-
tance to cause of future naval limitation and
consider that it furnishes important assurance
for future security of this and other country.

Before, however, giving their formal reply to
German representatives His Majesty’s Govern-
ment would be glad to learn whether Japanese
Government desire to offer any observations
in view of the urgency of matter they trust

that they may receive any such observations
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in the course of the next few days.
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No. 213 (Betsuden)
I have now much pleasure in notifying Your
Excellency of formal acceptance by His Majesty’s
Government in the United Kingdom of proposal

0

of German Government discussed at those
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conversations that future strength of German
Navy in relation to aggregate naval strength
of Members of British Commonwealth of
Nations should be in proportion of 35 to 100.
His Majesty’s Government in the United King-
dom regard this proposal as contribution of
greatest importance to cause of future naval
limitation. They further believe that agreement
which they have now reached with German
Government, and which they regard as permanent
and definite agreement as from today between
two governments, will facilitate conclusion of
general agreement on subject of naval limitation
between all naval powers of world.

2. His Majesty’s Government in the United
Kingdom also agrce with explanations which
were furnished by German representatives in
course of recent discussions in London as to

method of application of this principle. These

this ratio can be maintained.

(C) Germany will adhere to ratio 35 to
100 in all circumstances, e. g., ratio will
not be affected by construction of other Powers.
If general equilibrium of naval armaments,
as normally maintained in past, should be vio-
lently upset by any abnormal and exceptional
construction by other Powers, German
Government reserve right to invite His
Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom
to examine new situation thus created.

(D) German Government favour in matter
of limitation of naval armaments, that system
which devides naval vessels in each categories,
fixing maximum tonnage and or armament for
vessels in each category and allocates tonnage
to be allowed to each Power by categories of
vessels. .

Conscquently, in principle, and subject of (F)

explanations may be summarized as follows.

(A) Ratio of 35 to 100 is to be permanent
relationship, i. e., total tonnage of German
fleet shall never exceed percentage of 35 of
aggregate tonnage of naval forces as defined
by treaty of Members of British Common-
wealth of Nations or if there should in future
be no treaty limitations of tonnage percentage
of 35 of aggregate of actual tonnage of
Members of British Commonwealth of Nations.

(B) If any future general treaty of naval
limitation should not adopt method of limitation
by agreed ratios between fleets of different
Powers German Government will not insist
on incorporation of ratio mentioned in preced-
ing subparagraph in such future general
treaty provided that method therein adopted

for future limitation of naval armaments is

such as to give Germany full guarantees that

below, German Government are prepared to
apply 35 per cent ratio to tonnage of ecach
category of vessel to be maintained, and to
make any variation of this ratio in particular
category or categories dependent on arrange-
ments to this end that may be arrived at
in future general treaty on naval limitation,
such arrangements being based on principle
that any increase in one category would be
compensated for by corresponding reduction
in others. If no general treaty on naval limitation
should be concluded, or if future general treaty
should not contain provision creating limitation
by categories, manner and degree in which
German Government will have right to vary 35
per cent ratio in one or more categories will
be matter for settlement by agreement between
German Government and His Majesty’s Govern-

ment in the United Kingdom, in light of
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naval situation then existing.

(E) If, and for so long as, other important
naval Powers retain single category for
cruisers and destroyers, Germany shall enjoy
right to have single category for these two
classes of vessels, although she would prefer
to see these classes in two categories.

F)

Germany, while not exceeding ratio of 35:

In matter of submarines, however,
100 in respect of total tonnage, shall have
right to possess submarine tonnage equal to
total submarine tonnage possessed by members
of;British Commonwealth of Nations, German
Government, however, undertake that, except
in circumstances indicated in immediately
following sentence, Germany’s submarine ton-
nage shall not exceed 45 per cent of total of that
possessed by Members of British Common-

wealth of Nations.

Government and His Majesty’s Government
in the United Kingdom will settle by common
accord what adjustments are necessary for
this purpose, and it is understood that this
procedure shall not result in any substantial
or permanent departure from ratio 35: 100
in respect of total strengths.
3. With reference to subparagraph (C) of
explanations set out above, I have honour to
inform you that His Majesty’s Government in
the United Kingdom have taken note of reserva-
tion and recognize right therein set out, on
understanding that 35: 100 ratio will be main-
tained in default of agreement to contrary
between two governments.
GR=RD
ERr+ it oK BB R | X R
HELW M= > N+ 2] REEZEK
MM —N g #E (&R

German Government reserve right, in event
of situation arising which in their opinion
makes it necessary for Germany to avail herself
of her right to percentage of submarine tonnage
exceeding 45 per cent above mentioned,
to give notice to this effect to His Majesty’s
Government in the United Kingdom, and
agree that matter shall be subject of friendly
discussion before German Government exercise
that right.

(G) Since it is highly improbable that calcu-
lation of 35 per cent ratio should give for each
category of vessels tonnage figures exactly
divisible by maximum individual tonnage
permitted for ships in that category, it may
be necessary that adjustments should be made
in order that Germany shall not be debarred
from utilising her tonnage to full. it has
German

consequently been agreed that
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of information in respect of Far East.

“Soviet Republic reserves right not to con-
sider itself bound by provisions of 1936 Treaty
regarding qualitative limitation and exchange
of information as far as all its Far Eastern
naval forces are concerned so long as there
shall not be concluded between Soviet Repub-
lic and Japan a special agreement on this
subject.”

In order to meet point of view of Soviet
Government, British Government are prepared
to agree to above reservation, Soviet represen-
tatives having made it clear that their Gov-
ernment have no intention of taking initiative
in constructing any ships outside limits of 1936
Treaty except as specified below.

If in view of naval construction in Far
East by any other Power or Powers outside

Treaty limits Soviet Government find them-

FERENE RN BRI R K R BN g R
RN~

EHEE M = mOEE | KERGGR N 2 EE D = 2 Jon
REZIHN ¢ ZHMENRK 1A 0 ongln b
2B (Ko e 7
R A NNER Y By 0~

THRERK ) BRI N TN MMEHIK ¢ 4
N CHIN =

B OB I B KRy s

(B &

IADNY RN DN &

London, July 31st p.m.
Received, August Ist a.m., 1936
Gaimudaijin, Tokio.
No. 440
Soviet Government have agreed to accept
provisions similar to those of London Naval
Treaty 1936 subject to the following points;

I. Reservations by Soviet Government in re-

gard to qualitative limitation and exchange

selves obliged to depart from provisions of
Treaty and resume full liberty of action they
undertake to notify British Government

confidentially of such intention without
however giving any particulars in regard to
contemplated construction.

In any case they will not be required to
have recourse to procedure of consultation
and three months advance notification as set
out in Article 25 of 1936 Treaty. Once such
notification has been made Soviet Government
will be free to build in European part of
Soviet Union or in Soviet Far East any type
of ship which they may require for employment
in Far East but qualitative limits as regards
ships for use in Europe will not be modified.

As regards exchange of information it is
agreed that no information should be given

by Soviet Government in respect of their naval
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forces in Far East.

Full particulars will however be furnished
in regard to all vessels built in Europe on
part of Soviet Union and also in regard to any
vessels transfered from Far Eastern to Euro-
pean fleet. Even in event of departure as result
of building by another Power or Powers in
Far East particulars would continue to be
furnished in respect of vessels being con-
structed in Europe for employment either in
Europe or in Far East.

British Government for their part would
undertake to furnish Soviet Government with
complete information regarding their naval
construction.

II. Reservation by Soviet Government with
regard to Germany.

“Soviet Union shall consider itself bound

by provisions of 1936 Treaty only to be extend

ships but their agreement must necessarily be
dependent on no objection being raised by
other Powers concerned.

IV. Soviet amendment as regards “A” Class
Cruisers.

“Although chief naval Powers and in parti-
cular Powers which have signed London Naval
Agreement have considerable number of light
surface vessels carrying guns with calibre of
8-inch Soviet Union agrees not to construct
light surface vessels with guns of calibre exceed-
ing 7.1 inches (180 m.m.). Number of such
vessels constructed by Soviet Union prior to Ist
January 1934 shall not exceed number of light
surface vessels carrying 8-inch guns of power
party to London Naval Agreement possessing
smallest number of such vessels.”

Soviet Government have undertaken that

these vessels will not exceed maximum displace-

to which Germany will take up on itself similar
obligations.”

It is agreed that provision will be made in
agreement to give effect to this reservation.
III. Soviet amendment in regard to Capital
Ships.

“In so far as considerable number of ex-
isting Capital Ships of chief naval Powers carry
15 and 16 inch guns Soviet Union reserves
for itself right to construct prior to Ist January
1943 such number of Capital Ships with guns
not exceeding 16 inches as that of such ships
belong to Power party to London Naval Agree-
ment possessing smallest number of such ships.”

In pursuance of above, Soviet Government
reserve right to lay down before January Ist
1943 two Capital Ships carrying 15 or 16
inch guns. British Government are prepared

for their part to agree to construction of these

ment permissible under cruiser holiday name-
ly 8,000 tons; but that wish to construct
10 light surface vessels mounting 7. 1-inch
(180 m. m.) guns (in addition to existing
experimental cruiser mounting 7. 1-inch guns).
Soviet Government have however agreed to
reduce this number from 10 to 7 provided
(1) that no further sub-category (A) cruiser
is laid down by any other powers and (2)
that Soviet Government obtain right to build
two 15 or 16-inch gun capital ships. British
Government have concurred in construction
of 78, 000 ton cruisers carrying gun of 7. I-inch
(180 m.m.)
V. Reservation IV Soviet Government in
regard to notification of minor war vessels
and auxiliary vessels.

“In so far as information provided for in

Article 19 of London Naval Agreement in
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regard to minor war vessels and auxiliary
vessels does not provide basis to judge about
fighting power of fleet and is not of sufficient
importance Soviet Government reserves for
itself right not to furnish such information
and shall not demand such information from
British Government.”

In view of fact that Soviet Government
state that it would be difficult for them to
furnish British Government with full particulars
in regard to minor war vessels and auxiliary
vessels as contemplated under Article 19 of
London 1936 Treaty on account of state owner
ship of nearly all Soviet ships, it has been agreed
that during period of any Anglo-Soviet bilat-
eral agreement such information need not be
exchanged between Soviet Union and United
Kingdom.

In event of general international treaty So-
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London, March 6th p.m.

Received, March 7th a.m. 1937.
Gaimudaijin Tokyo.
No. 122. (Betsuden, Gokuhi)

Far-Eastern Reservation.
Article 2.

(1) After the date of the coming into force
of the present Agreement, no vessel exceeding
limitations as to displacement or armament
prescribed by this part of present Agreement shall
be acquired by either Contracting Government
or constructed by, for or within jurisdiction
of either Contracting Government.

(2) It is understood, however, that Soviet
Government shall not be bound by limitations
and restrictions of this part of present Agreement

in so far as Soviet Far-Eastern naval forces are

present Agreement.

(4) Government of United Kingdom will treat
as confidential any information received under
preceding paragraph, subject to a right to trans-
mit it confidentially to any power with which
that Government is in treaty relations similar
to those of present Agreement.

6)) Zoﬂrmbw in paragraph (2) above shall
entitle Soviet Government to construct or acquire
any vessel exceeding limitations or restrictions
prescribed by this part of present Agreement for
service, or to employ such a vessel on service, else-
where than in Far East, wherever the vessel may
be constructed or acquired, Soviet Government
shall equally not be entitled by anything in para-
graph (2) above to transfer from Soviet Far
Eastern to Soviet Baltic or Black Sea Fleet any
vessel constructed or acquired in exercise of right

confered by that paragraph.

concerned, so long as there shall not be concluded
a special Agreement between the U.S.S.R. and
Japan on this subject. Nevertheless, Soviet Gov-
ernment will not construct or acquire any vessels
exceeding said limitations and restrictions, except
in event of such construction or acquisition
by Japan or any other power in Far-East.

(3) Should Soviet Government, as the result
of construction or acquisition by Japan or any
other power in Far-East of kind mentioned in
preceding paragraph, decide to constructor ac-
quire vessels exceeding said limitations or restric-
tions, a notification to that effect shall be made
to Government of United Kingdom, and vessels
concerned shall not be laid down or acquired
until after this notification has reached Govern-
ment of United Kingdom. Soviet Government
shall not be obliged in this case to have any

recourse to procedure set out in Article 25 of

Article 22.

(1)-(A) Each contracting Government shall
communicate every year to the other contracting
Government information, as hereinafter provid-
ed, regarding its annual programme or construc-
tion and acquisition of all vessels of categories
and sub-categories mentioned in Article 12 (A),
whether or not vessels concerned are constructed
within its own jurisdiction, and periodical infor-
mation giving details of such vessels and of
any alterations to vessels of said categories or
sub-categories already completed.

(B) It is understood, however, that Soviet
Government shall not be under any obligation
to furnish Government of United Kingdom
with any information regarding any vessels com-
ing within said categories or sub-categories
which may be constructed in Far-Eastern terri-

tories of Soviet Union, for service in Far-East,
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so long as there shall not be concluded between
Soviet Government and Japanese Government a
special agreement on this subject; and this part
of present Agreement shall be read subject to
this understanding.

(C) Full particulars will be furnished in regard
to all vessels acquired by Soviet Government
(wherever acquistition may take place), and in
regard to all vessels constructed in European
territories of Soviet Union, whether vessels so
acquired or constructed are for service in Far-
East or elsewhere.

(D) Full particulars will also be furnished in
regard to any vessel constructed in Far-Eastern
territories of Soviet Union (I) for service else-
where than in Far-East, or (II) for service in
Far-East but which it is decided prior to date
of completion to employ for service elsewhere,

or (III) which at any time after being put into

ernment of United Kingdom on date on which
it is communicated to British Representative in
Moscow and Soviet Government on date on
which it is communicated to Soviet representative
in London.

(3) This information shall be treated as confi-
dential until published by contracting Govern-
ment supplying it.

Yoshida
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commission it is decided to transfer from the
Soviet Far-Eastern to the Soviet Baltic or Black
Sea Fleet. In cases coming wunder (II) and
(III) particulars prescribed by Article 12 (B)
of present agreement shall be furnished as soon
as possible after decision in question has been
taken, and the vessel shall not be removed from
Far-East until these particulars have reached
Government of United Kingdom. Nothing in
this paragraph shall operate so as to allow
transfer of any vessel in a case in which it would
be forbidden under Article 2 (5) of the present
Agreement.

(E) Nothing in paragraph (by (7), (9)) shall
operate so as to absolve Soviet Government from
carrying out obligations of article 18 of present
Agreement.

(2) For purposes of present Agreement, infor-

mation shall be deemed to have reached Gov-
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