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Excellency :

I have the honor, by direction of my Government, to
state that it is the understanding of the Government of
the United States that the word “category” in Article
19 of the London Naval Treaty of 1930 means “category”
or “subcategory”. The Government of the United States
declares that it interprets the Treaty to mean that ves-
sels becoming over age in either subcategory “A” or
subcategory “B” of the cruiser categories (Article 16)
shall be replaceable only in that subcategory.

The American Government will be most happy to
have the confirmation of this understanding from the
Japanese Government.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to Your
Excellency the assurances of my highest consideration.

W.R. Castle
His Excellency
Baron Kijuro Shidehara,

His Imperial Japanese Majesty’s,
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
The American Chargé d’Affaires ad interim presents
his compliments to His Excellency the Minister for

Foreign Affairs and has the honor to inform Baron

Shidehara that the Senate on July 21, 1930, gave its

advice and consent to the ratification of the London

Naval Treaty with the following reservation, which
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R A CEEm KD KRB -8 < 1< 52 e (L B i B 1
FRYREE N D RRAXNEHNEN 1R =R 40
AR NmREEN | ) VLD S QIR EE A~

B R RHIRN B 0 E R (N IRKE ER R
DR RARARRR T RINFERN K 1 = SR
RN NI P R SIS il N NE DN

PMhem— (M%)

XTI N R ARG 1w O X G R

became a part of the instrument of ratification signed
by the President of the United States yesterday af-
ternoon.

“Resolved further, that in ratifying said Treaty the
Senate does so with the distinct and explicit under-
standing that there are no secret files, documents, letters,
understandings, or agreements which in any way, di-
rectly or indirectly, modify, change, add to, or take from
any of the stipulations, agreements, or statements in
sald Treaty; and that the Senate ratifies said Treaty
with the distinct and explicit understanding that, ex-
cepting the agreement brought about through the ex-
change of notes between the Governments of the United
States, Great Britain, and Japan having reference to
Article XIX, there is no agreement, secret or otherwise,
expressed or implied, between any of the parties to said
Treaty as to any construction that shall hereafter be
given to any statement or provision contained therein,”

Tokyo, July 23, 1930.
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Text of Prime Minister Hamaguchi’s address to be

broadcast on the occasion of the deposit of the

instruments of ratification to the London Naval

Treaty on October 27, 1930.

The memorable Conference which was held in 1921
and 1922 at Washington failed to give a complete meas-

ure of relief to a war-weary world. A totally unex-
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pected competition set in among naval architects in the
production of numerous and very formidable cruisers.
These vessels were so heavily armed, so swift and so
well-protected as to constitute a factor of extreme impor-
tance in any comparison of fleets. It was some time before
the existence of the problem, and its dangers and diffi-
culties, became apparent. Various efforts were made
towards its solution, but they seemed to lead to no
result, and the leading naval Powers were rapidly drifting
towards an impasse, with the prospect before them of
a renewal of the wasteful competition and crushing
expenditure which had been temporarily arrested at
Washington.

This dangerous possibility was averted at London.
The assiduous labours exerted in 1927 at Geneva were
not without fruit, but paved the way for a welcome
measure of disarmament. An understanding was reached
between Japan, the British Commonwealth of Nations

and the United States to put an end to competitive

with the rest of the world.

One cannot but feel that the moment is favourable
for a wide extension of the policy of disarmament
embodied in this Treaty. Now that the Pact of Paris
initiated by Mr. Briand and Mr. Kellogg has definitely
outlawed war, it is clear that any breach of that solemn
engagement must rally the whole world against the
aggressor. Whether other powers came forward to offer
active help, or not, it is hardly conceivable that they
would allow the pledgebreaker to interfere with their
trade and to enjoy the other privileges of a lawful
belligerent. But, apart from calculations of mutual aid
in time of war, may we not believe that a more
generous and neighbourly spirit is fast replacing the
jealousies and suspicions of the past? Shall we not
confidently hope that the deliberations of the Preparatory
Committee on Disarmament of the League of Nations,
which is to meet this coming month, will be conducted

in the same genial atmosphere that alone made the

building in all categories of auxiliary combatant vessels.
Nor is that tripartite agreement relating to auxiliary
craft the only outstanding feature of the work of the
London Conference. A treaty embodying further pro-
visions, designed to reinforce the limitation of naval
armaments laid down in the Washington Treaty, and
to regulate the activity of submarines in conformity
with the dictates of humanity, was elaborated and signed
by the five principal Naval Powers committed to one
and the same noble end.

I feel it a great privilege to have contributed, so far
as in me lay, to this happy result. The new Treaty is
bound to exercise an immense moral influence on the
growing consciousness of mankind. It is a striking
demonstration of mutual confidence and goodwill among
the nations, and I congratulate the people of all the
participating countries on such a signal achievement.
I know that nothing is nearer the heart of every thinking

Japanese than to enjoy security and to live in peace

success of the London Conference possible? I trust that
these expectations for the future will not be betrayed.
The Treaty of London has opened a new chapter in
the history of human civilization. We have once for all
escaped from what I may call the “pioneer” stage, in
which every nation’s hand is actually or potentially
against every other. We have entered on the sane and
friendly “settlement” stage, in which everyone is united
to suppress intrusions by anyone on another’s sphere.
A momentous step forward on the road of international
peace and friendship has now been taken. Let it prove

a prelude to still greater triumphs for that lofty cause.
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