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Ministry of Foreign Affairs Of Japan

Experience the Charms of Kumamoto Prefecture!
PR Event Held at the Embassy of Japan in Singapore
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Participants enjoying the

Promotion of the charms of Kumamoto Explanation of the characteristics

Prefecture by the Director of Kumamoto and appeal of Kuma Shochu by a  display of Kumamoto Prefecture’s
Prefecture's Asia Office staff member from Sengetsu Shuzo alcoholic beverages and

other local products

he third Kumamoto Prefecture PR event was held in Singapore. This time, under the
theme of "Kumamoto Prefecture — The Land of Water ~The cultural and historical hub
of sake and shochu~", the event focused on showcasing Kumamoto's beautiful
"water", drawing significant interest from attendees. This article introduces this event,
which was also officially recognized as part of the Commemorative Events of the 2026 60th Anni-
versary of the Establishment of Diplomatic Relations between Japan and Singapore(SJ60).

Hope and Friendship Bound Across the Ocean
— The Special Bond between the Moai and Minamisanriku Town
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Kamishibai picture-story show
presented by the students
of Minamisanriku High School

Mr. Tuki, the Moai and the people
of Minamisanriku Town before
the unveiling ceremony

Two Moai statues and
Ambassador Sone

n February 2026, Ambassador Sone, Japan’ s Ambassador to Chile, visited
Minamisanriku Town, Miyagi Prefecture, and met the mayor and students of the town
to discuss ways to further strengthen their relations with Chile. This article intro-
duces an overview of Ambassador Sone’ s visit and the long-standing ties between

Minamisanriku Town and Chile through the Moai, which is a symbol of reconstruction.




Promotion of Okinawa Prefecture in Georgia

Representatives of Okinawan food and . Ambassador of Japan to Georgia
beverage companies and sushi chefs Okinawa Prefecture PR booth at L Tep T apan ik
Lo . the Emperor’s Birthday Reception Hideki Ishizuka introducing Okinawan
participating in the Japan-Okinawa food products to guests

Gourmet Fair

kinawa Prefecture PR events were held twice in Georgia. The charms of Okinawad’ s
food, culture, and history were widely promoted through Okinawan food products,
awamori, and promotional videos. Visitors commented that it was their first oppor-
tunity to experience such a diverse and attractive food culture from Okinawa. In par-
ticular, awamori attracted strong interest as it was compared with Georgia’ s traditional dis-
tilled spirit, “Chacha.” In addition, moves toward future business development in the local mar-
ket are underway, raising expectations that these initiatives will expand beyond cultural promo-

tion to actual economic activities.

The Kingdom of Tonga: “Friendship Country“ of Owariasahi (A Healthy City)
(Exchanges between Owariasahi City, Aichi Prefecture, and the Kingdom of Tonga)

Mr. Inagaki, Japanese Ambassador to

Artwork introducing the Kingdom of the Kingdom of Tonga, speok‘ing with Performance of “Uchibayashi”
Tonga created by students of second-grade students at Shibukawa (traditional festival music) by
Shibuko(\)/vq E.'emehf!fgrv School, Elementary School, Owariasahi City, second-grade students of Shibukawa

wariasahi ity followed by a question-and-answer Elementary School, Owariasahi City

session. (Left: Ambassador Inagaki;
right: Mayor Hiroshi Shibata)

riendship exchanges between Owariasahi City and the Kingdom of Tonga began
through the Friendship Country Program associated with Expo 2005 Aichi, Japan. Since
then, for more than 20 years, a wide range of exchanges have continued, including
homestay programs, school exchanges, and events introducing Tonga. In March this
year, Mr. Inagaki, Japanese Ambassador to Tonga, visited Owariasahi City, further strengthen-
ing the friendship between the two communities through a courtesy visit to the mayor and inter-

actions with elementary school students.
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