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Newsletter from Ambassador in charge of Okinawan Affairs 

No.1: Together with the people in Okinawa 

 

26 December 2025 

 

 

Reception commemorating the arrival of  

Ambassador in charge of Okinawan Affairs 

(12 December 2025, Naha City) 

 

I am KIYA Masahiko, Ambassador in charge of Okinawan Affairs. I arrived in 

Okinawa on 25 November, succeeding former Ambassador MIYAGAWA Manabu. 

 

Since joining the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) in 1987, I have served abroad 

for over 20 years across eight countries in total, including Africa, North America, 

Asia, and Europe, starting with my training in the UK. 

 

After finishing my assignments as Consul-General of Japan in Sydney and 

Ambassador of Japan to ASEAN, I returned to Japan for the first time in six years. 

I am delighted to serve in Okinawa, a place blessed with a long history and rich 

nature as well as culture. 
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Since assuming the role of Ambassador in charge of Okinawan Affairs in 2022, 

former Ambassador Miyagawa continued to post "Letter from Ambassador in 

charge of Okinawan Affairs" on the Facebook page of MOFA’s Okinawa Liaison 

Office every month. Similarly, in my previous assignment, I distributed monthly 

“Newsletter from Ambassador of Japan to ASEAN.” Just as before, I would like to 

keep you updated monthly about my activities and share my observations through 

the "Newsletter from Ambassador in charge of Okinawan Affairs." 

 

 

Offering flowers at the National War Dead Peace Mausoleum 

(26 November 2025, Okinawa Prefectural Peace Memorial Park) 

 

● Peace Memorial Park 

 

Shortly after my arrival, on 26 November, I visited the Peace Memorial Park in 

Mabuni, Itoman City, and offered flowers at the National War Dead Mausoleum. I 

had the first-hand experience of feeling the immense sacrifices during the Battle 

of Okinawa – even now, the collection and interment of remains are taking place 

annually after the establishment of the Mausoleum in 1979 and the ossuaries 

https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1YCfBLY2jf/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1YCfBLY2jf/
https://www.asean.emb-japan.go.jp/itpr_ja/pr22_1216jp_00002.html
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within the mausoleum were expanded twice to accommodate the newly 

discovered remains. 

 

At the Cornerstone of Peace, I once again offered my condolences for the war 

dead and deeply felt the strong desire for lasting peace. The Cornerstone of 

Peace was constructed in 1995, marking the 50th anniversary of the end of World 

War II and the Battle of Okinawa. Its design concept is “Everlasting Waves of 

Peace.” Water flows from the central “Flame of Peace,” spreading out like waves 

of peace. The screen-like memorial walls, inscribed with names, are also 

designed to convey wishes for these waves of peace to spread throughout the 

world. 

 

On 12 December, I accompanied Parliamentary Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs 

ONISHI Yohei, who was visiting the Peace Memorial Park. We received a guided 

tour of the permanent exhibition hall at the Okinawa Prefectural Peace Memorial 

Museum, which is located within the park. The horrors of the battlefield shown in 

the photographs and testimonies deeply saddened me. On that occasion, I 

renewed my resolve for peace. 

 

 

 

Cotinues next page 
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Meeting with Governor Tamaki of Okinawa Prefecture 

(26 November 2025, Okinawa Prefectural Government Office) 

 

● Introductory meetings 

 

On the afternoon of 26 November, after visiting the Okinawa Prefectural Peace 

Memorial Park, I visited the Okinawa Prefectural Government Office and made 

an introductory call to Governor TAMAKI Denny. I introduced myself and, 

succeeding former Ambassador Miyagawa, expressed my commitment as 

Ambassador in charge of Okinawan Affairs towards reducing the impact of U.S. 

military bases in Okinawa and supporting Okinawa’s younger generation to be 

more active on the world stage. We also exchanged views on Okinawa 

Prefecture’s initiatives in regional diplomacy and the presence of U.S. forces in 

Okinawa. 

 

On the following day, 27 November, I made an introductory visit to Mayor 

TOGUCHI Taketoyo of Nago City. On 28 November, I saw Mayor MATSUMOTO 

Tetsuji of Urasoe City, Mayor CHINEN Satoru of Naha City, and Mayor SAKIMA 

Atsushi of Ginowan City. These visits provided opportunities for me to hear about 
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their perspectives and to exchange views on various issues related to U.S. 

Forces’ facilities and areas, international exchange programs, and their 

expectations for MOFA’s Okinawa Liaison Office. 

 

Over that weekend, from 28 to 29 November, Chief Cabinet Secretary KIHARA 

Minoru visited Okinawa, and I accompanied him during the entire schedule. At 

the discussion with the GW2050 PROJECTS Promotion Council, I had an 

opportunity to meet representatives from the business community for the first time 

and listened to the grand design of the projects and its implementation plan. I felt 

their strong passion for the realization of these projects. 

 

 

Meeting with Lieutenant General Roger B. Turner, Okinawa Area Coordinator (2 

December 2025, Camp Courtney) 

 

● U.S. Forces in Okinawa 

 

The following week, I began making introductory visits to senior U.S. military 

officials in Okinawa. On 1 December, I visited Major General Wolford, 

Commander of U.S. Marine Corps Installations Pacific. On 2 December, I visited 

Lieutenant General Turner, Commanding General of the III Marine Expeditionary 

https://www.gw2050.okinawa/
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Force (MEF) and Okinawa Area Coordinator, and Captain Parsons, Commanding 

Officer of U.S. Fleet Activities Okinawa. On 3 December, I visited Brigadier 

General Gallemore, Commander of the 18th Wing at Kadena Air Base. 

 

One of the primary roles of Ambassador in charge of Okinawan Affairs is to 

maintain communication and coordination with the U.S. military partners in 

Okinawa. During these introductory visits, I exchange views on topics such as 

interactions between local communities and the U.S. Forces in Okinawa, 

including on impact mitigation, as well as the regional security environment, 

drawing on my own experiences at the Mission of Japan to ASEAN. This allowed 

me to establish direct lines of communication with key individuals. 

 

On 6 December, I attended the Kadena Special Olympics 2025 at Kadena Air 

Base, where I also participated in the Medal Ceremony alongside guests from 

both Japan and the U.S. This event is a sports competition for people with 

disabilities, organized and run by the U.S. Air Force’s 18th Wing, marking its 21st 

edition this year. I was deeply impressed by the goodwill and efforts of all those 

involved from Japan and the U.S. I hope that such event will further deepen the 

friendship and exchanges between our two countries. 

 

 

 

Continues next page 

https://www.kadena.af.mil/News/Display/Article/4351444/another-day-for-greatness-kadena-special-olympics-2025/


7 

 

 

With participants of the TOFU Program at the reception (12 December 2025, 

Naha City) 

 

● Reception commemorating the arrival of Ambassador in charge of 

Okinawan Affairs 

 

The following week, on 12 December, Parliamentary Vice-Minister for Foreign 

Affairs ONISHI Yohei visited Okinawa and hosted a reception commemorating 

the arrival of Ambassador in charge of Okinawan Affairs at a hotel in Naha City. 

 

Following the opening remarks by Parliamentary Vice-Minister ONISHI Yohei and 

a speech by Governor TAMAKI Denny of Okinawa Prefecture, former 

Ambassador in charge of Okinawan Affairs MIYAGAWA Manabu conveyed his 

gratitude for the support from many people over the last three years via video 

message. In my remarks, I expressed my determination upon assuming the post. 

Then, Mr. KINJO Katsuya, Chairman of the Okinawa Prefectural Economic 

Organizations Council, offered a toast on behalf of the business community. 

 

I am profoundly grateful that approximately 300 guests, including stakeholders 

representing municipalities and assemblies within Okinawa Prefecture, the 

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1AdZHzSAs6/
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/1AdZHzSAs6/
https://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/files/100950781.pdf
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business community, government agencies, U.S. Forces in Okinawa, universities, 

and the media, as well as the younger generation attended this event. I will strive 

to live up to everyone’s expectations through continuous efforts. 

 

During his stay in Okinawa until the 13 December, Parliamentary Vice-Minister 

ONISHI also visited the Peace Memorial Park and held various meetings, and I 

accompanied him. 

 

 

Discussion session on the Okinawa Association of Corporate Executives’ Visit 

to the U.S. (10 December 2025, Naha City) 

 

● Cooperation with Okinawa’s business organizations 

 

This month, I had numerous opportunities to make introductory visits and 

exchange views with Okinawa’s business organizations. On 10 December, I 

visited the Okinawa Association of Corporate Executives and attended a 

discussion session to hear about the outcome of their delegation’s visit to New 

York and Washington D.C. in November. This visit was inspired by “TOFU” (i. e. 

“Think of Okinawa’s Future in the United States”) for Okinawan high school and 

university students. MOFA also provided support for their visit. 

https://okidouyukai.jp/
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It was a great opportunity to learn the achievements and to listen to their insights 

gained from the visit, including on politics, economy/business, and security, from 

Ms. FUCHIBE Miki, Representative Executive Director of the Okinawa 

Association of Corporate Executives, Mr. TOMEI Haruo, Vice Representative 

Executive Director, Mr. KAKIHANA Hideki, Chairperson of the International Affairs 

Committee, and other participants of the delegation. The achievements of this 

visit were also publicly announced on 23 December. 

 

Going forward, I intend to actively support Okinawa’s younger generation and the 

business community for deepening international exchange and cooperation with 

the U.S. and other countries and for co-creating and developing on the global 

stage, by utilizing MOFA’s network. 

 

  

Visit to the Toyama Memorial Hall (December 16 2025, Kin Town) 

 

● Visits across Okinawa 

 

After the reception on 12 December, I have been visiting various parts of Okinawa. 

On 15 December, on the occasion of attending the completion ceremony for the 
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runway repair work at Ie Shima Auxiliary Airfield, I paid a courtesy call on Mr. 

NASHIRO Masahide, Mayor of Ie Village. I was guided to the largest hibiscus 

garden in Japan and was deeply impressed by the magnificently blooming 

hibiscus filling the greenhouses. 

 

The following day, 16 December, I paid courtesy calls on Mr. TOMA Atsushi, 

Mayor of Ginoza Village, and Mr. NAKAMA Hajime, Mayor of Kin Town. I had the 

opportunity to learn their long-standing exchanges with Uchinanchu abroad 

(Okinawans abroad) and dialogues with the U.S. Forces in Okinawa. In Kin Town, 

I was guided to the Toyama Memorial Hall and received explanations about the 

achievements and history of Mr. TOYAMA Kyuzo, a native of Kin Town who 

pioneered overseas emigration. 

 

On 25 December, I visited Kunigami Village, Higashi Village, Yomitan Village, and 

Uruma City. This means I have now visited 15 out of 41 municipalities within the 

prefecture and had the opportunity to hear their perspectives. Going forward, I 

will continue to dedicate myself to my work with the people of Okinawa. I would 

like to ask for your continued support. 

 

KIYA Masahiko 

Ambassador in charge of Okinawan Affairs 


