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Special Feature :   
The “Mutual Rejection” 
Covers the World
Cover story interview:
Japan’s diplomacy in 2025: "Dialogue and cooperation " to resolve concerns
Takeshi Iwaya (Foreign Minister), Yuichi Hosoya (Keio University)

Part1 Active faults run through the "democracy"

"12.3 Martial law crisis" in Korean constitutional history
The imposition of martial law and the uproar that followed exposed the politics of division and mutual rejection in Korean 
society. 
Yuki Asaba (Doshisha University)

Trump and Obama are "coupled mirrors"
Trump's reelection is a repudiation of the globalist liberal international order, however Trump and Obama have in 
common in the point of “America first policy”. 
Yasushi Watanabe (Keio University)

Trump and Congress: A marriage of convenience 
The Trump-style Republican Party has a majority in both the House and Senate, but policy implementation is not easy.
Robert Tomkin (Congressional Quarterly)

The "heavy task" of the Ursula von der Leyen new EU commission
With German and French power waning in the EU, how will the EU deal with Trump and a deteriorating security 
environment?
Yoichiro Usui (Niigata University of International and Information Studies)

Death of far-right politician Jean-Marie Le Pen
Le Pen laid the foundation for the French far right. Why was extreme exclusionism accepted?
Hirotaka Watanabe (Teikyo University)

Georgia: A "strategy" of taking conciliatory approach towards Russia 
The government is accommodating to Russia, but the people in Georgia are still eager to join the EU.
Yoko Hirose (Keio University)

Moldova and Romania: Ukraine's neighbors shaken by Russian maneuvering
The former ambassador to Moldova analyzes the impact on democratic institutions in Eastern European countries.
Yoshihiro Katayama (Former Ambassador to Moldova)

The Trudeau administration: Nine years of political legacy
Success on the domestic front, setbacks on the diplomatic front. What will it be the relationship between Canada and the 
USA?
Tsuyoshi Kawasaki (Simon Fraser University)

Part2 Endless conflict: Views from the Middle East and Ukraine

Restructuring of the Middle East order: Israel takes the lead
After the Gaza conflict and the fall of the Assad regime will reconstruct the order in the Middle East. Israel is trying to lead it. 
Satoshi Ikeuchi (University of Tokyo)

Russian army undergoing wartime transformation
Russia is oriented toward victory in the war in Ukraine and confrontation with the West and NATO.
Yu Koizumi (University of Tokyo)

The logic of North Korea's "deployment" to Russia
North Korea's deployment of military units to Russia is a "grand strategy" to bring the United States to its knees.
Satoru Miyamoto (Seigakuin University)

The fall of the Assad regime and the future of Syria
Why did the Assad regime collapse? Will the new government stabilize the situation?
Masaki Mizobuchi (Meiji Gakuin University)

Exploring the Gaza conflict and peace building in Jordan
The author who visited Jordan presents the views of experts in the Gaza conflict. 
Daisaku Higashi (Sophia University)

Part3 Strategic questions facing Japanese diplomacy

U.S.-Japan relations defense force development and preparedness for expanded 
deterrence
A second Trump administration will require Japan to have a defense capability in excess of 2% of GDP. What about 
extended deterrence?
Nobukatsu Kanehara (Doshisha University)

Round table: Can the Global South bear the international order?
A power vacuum. Will the regional powers of the Indo-Pacific change the international order?
Masafumi Ishii (Gakushuin University), Toru Ito (The National Defense Academy), Mie Oba (Kanagawa University)

China's growing nuclear capabilities and "strategic deterrence"
The buildup of nuclear capabilities can be read as China's threat perception of the U.S.
Masayuki Masuda (National Institute for Defense Studies)

The dilemma of the Sino-Philippine conflict in the South China sea
China is exerting high-intensity non-military pressure on the Philippines in the South China Sea.
Aki Mouri (University of Tsukuba)

COP29: Discontent in developing countries and "Trump 2.0"
At COP29, the conflict between developed and developing countries continues. How will Trump's presidency affect 
agreement on effective measures?
Takashi Sekiyama (Kyoto University)

Traditional Japanese Sake brewing: Registered as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural 
Heritage
Japan should communicate to the world its principles and values, which are different from geopolitics. Consider the 
strategic significance of cultural diplomacy.
Seichi Kondo (Former Commisioner for Cultural Affairs)

Orbituary: Jimmy Carter, former president of the United States 
Continued service to the public, "the greatest presidential experience of all time".
Koji Murata (Doshisha University)
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