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Special Feature :   
Facing “Trump's America”

Trump's Re-election and the Dysfunction of Party Politics
In recent years, U.S. society has grown increasingly polarized, leading to tight electoral margins and intensified divisions. It’s 
essential to understand these long-term political trends in the U.S. and respond accordingly. 
Satoshi Machidori (Kyoto University)

Shifts in Alliances and a Fluid International Order
The second Trump administration is expected to diverge from the traditional course of U.S. diplomacy. What lies ahead for 
the international order and alliances long valued by Western nations? How should we respond?
Ryo Sahashi (The University of Tokyo)  Michito Tsuruoka (Keio University)  Tsuneo Watanabe (The Sasakawa Peace 
Foundation)  Keiko Izuka (TheYomiuri Shimbun)

Alliances and Tariffs: Two Axes of U.S.-Japan Relations
Factional divides within the Trump administration center on China policy. The outcomes of these debates will have 
significant implications for allied nations. 
Zack Cooper (American Enterprise Institute)

Key Figures in the New U.S. Administration
What do Trump’s newly announced cabinet appointments signify? An analysis of leadership trends in the next administration.
Ryota Yoshimura (Sumitomo Corporation of America)

The Not-So-Landslide Presidential Election: What Decided the Outcome?
Election data reveals narrow margins but strong Trump performance in swing states. Amid widening societal divisions, 
Trump’s strategy of "consolidating support through division" proved effective. 
Kazuhiro Maeshima (Sophia University)

The Presidential Election and the "Information Warfare" 
The 2024 U.S. presidential election saw unprecedented levels of influence operations. This article analyzes the actors 
behind these operations and their methods.
Maiko Ichihara (Hitotsubashi University)

Escalation of U.S.-China Decoupling
A second Trump administration is likely to continue its hardline approach toward China, while China is expected to respond 
with retaliatory measures and efforts to achieve supply chain independence. How should Japan navigate this situation?
Lily McElwee (CSIS)

How to Sustain Japan-U.S.-South Korea Security Cooperation
Trilateral cooperation was institutionalized during the Biden Administration. Under Trump 2.0, what strategies should be 
adopted to sustain and strengthen this framework? 
Yasuyo Sakata (Kanda University of International Studies)

"Trumponomics 2.0": Hopes and Fears
Trump’s economic policies—tax cuts, deregulation, high tariffs, and strict immigration controls—will have significant 
implications for the U.S. and Japan.
Makoto Ono (Mizuho Research & Technologies)

FOCUS 　The Dynamics of BRICS Expansion
Approaching the Expanded BRICS: Expectations for Japan as a Balancer
With BRICS now expanded to nine members, many regional and developing nations welcome the competition between the 
West and China-Russia. Can Japan understand these countries’ realities and act as a balancer? 
Shin Kawashima (The University of Tokyo)

Russia's "Global Majority" Strategy
Russia identifies non-Western countries as the "global majority" and seeks cohesion centered on BRICS. This article 
examines the worldview presented by Putin at the Valdai Discussion Club.
Taisuke Abiru (The Sasakawa Peace Foundation)

India's Strategic Autonomy under the Modi Administration
As India pursues "multi-directional diplomacy" amidst economic growth, how will it position itself as a leader of the Global 
South within an expanded BRICS?
Masanori Kondo (International Christian University)

Brazil’s Cautious Stance Toward an Expanded BRICS 
Brazil opposed the inclusion of authoritarian Venezuela as a BRICS partner nation. What is behind President Lula’s shift in 
diplomatic strategy? 
Hidetake Miyamoto (Nikkei)

Polarization or Multipolarity?  Malaysia’s BRICS Strategy
Malaysia, with its impressive economic growth, seeks a unique position in the world. Joining BRICS is a strategy toward 
diversifying its economy. 
Ayame Suzuki (Rikkyo University)

Foreign Policy Challenges for the Ishiba Administration: Reasserting the significance of Alliances in Trump 2.0
The Ishiba Administration must adequately prepare for the second term of the Trump administration. The Ishiba government 
should continue the Abe-Kishida approach, promoting a "Free and Open Indo-Pacific" to enhance summit diplomacy.
Keiko Izuka (Yomiuri Shimbun)

Wisdom and Rationality in the Nuclear Debate: The Japan Confederation of A- and H-Bomb 
Sufferers Organizations' (Nihon Hidankyo) Nobel Peace Prize 
Nobumasa Akiyama (Hitotsubashi University)

Israel's Multi-Front Operations Strategy
Following ground operations in Gaza, Israel has launched a similar strategy in Lebanon. What drives Israel’s multi-front 
operations. What might unfold under the Trump administration? 
Toshiya Tsujita (Osaka University)

Hezbollah and the "Axis of Resistance" at a Crossroads
The supreme leader of Hezbollah, Hassan Nasrallah, who had led the group for over 30 years, was killed. What were the 
policy mistakes he made?
Kota Suechika (Ritsumeikan University)

The Collapse of German Coalition Government: Worsening Structural Crisis
Germany's economic dependence on China has led to downturns. Divergent positions on economic policy among coalition 
parties culminated in a split over fiscal balance policies, leading to the collapse of the Scholz government.
Norihide Miyoshi (Journalist)

What should Japan's diplomatic strategy toward Central Asia be?
Japan must leverage its geopolitical importance to foster strong ties with Central Asia through "creative middle power 
diplomacy."
Tomohiko Uyama (Hokkaido University)

Latin America's Frustration with Authoritarian Venezuela
Venezuelan President Maduro has suppressed opposition and secured a controversial third term. As political turmoil grows, 
neighboring countries worry about the trajectory of authoritarianism.
Hiroyuki Urabe (Dokkyo University)

Sudan’s Civil War: A Grave Humanitarian Crisis
Koji Sakane (Former Chief Representative of the JICA Sudan Office)

Thirty Years After the Genocide: The Future of Rwanda’s "Miracle"
Nobuyoshi Kai (Takushoku University)
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