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Special Feature :   
Gaza, 1 year on: 
The stalemate in the Middle East
The evaluation of Kishida diplomacy and the challenges for the next administration
The Kishida administration has achieved much on the diplomatic front, including support for Ukraine, the three security 
documents, and the G7 Hiroshima Summit. The new prime minister must have a strategy in this new area where 
diplomacy and economics intersect.
Hiroshi Nakanishi (Kyoto University)

“Presidential candidate Harris” and the division of the Democratic Party
Harris did not win the primaries. Does she have a chance of winning because of the division of society and the leftward 
leaning of the Democratic Party? 
Masahito Watanabe (Keio University)

Will the situation between Democrats and Republicans remain competitive?
Since the end of the 20th century, the conservative white working class has been leaving from the Democratic Party. Why 
has the Democratic Party retreated? Read from the perspective of viewing U.S. political parties as "coalitions of support”.
Hiroshi Okayama (Keio University)

Conservative think tanks are leaning toward MAGA
Conservative think tanks want the “access to the administration” and advocate MAGA and support for Trump.
Tomoyuki Miyata (Teikyo University)

Lost lives, buildings, and communities in Gaza
While the first phase of polio campaign concluded in success, drugs are in short supply and the health care system 
remains in disarray. The director of health program for UNRWA tells the truth about the Gaza crisis from a medical 
perspective.
Akihiro Seita (United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees)

Roundtable: The extreme gravity in Gaza, exit strategy without prospects
Sudden attacks, complete over-reaction, humanitarian crisis. The situation remains escalated. What are behind the 
actions in light of historical and regional trends?
Satoru Nakamura (Kobe University), Chie Ezaki (National Defense Academy), Aiko Nishikida (Keio University), Sachi 
Sakanashi (Japan Institute of Energy Economics)

Netanyahu government in “three-cornered contest”
The prime minister Netanyahu insists on “fight until Hamas is destroyed”. He is locked in the battles with far-right, the 
military, and the Israeli protester. Can a ceasefire be achieved?
Akifumi Ikeda (Toyo Eiwa University)

How Palestine has been "governed"?
The governance of Palestine is fraught with difficulties due to the institutional constraints and capacity limitations of the 
autonomous government. What are the structural and historical difficulties?
Kensuke Yamamoto (Shizuoka Prefecture University)

Iran:The dynamics of dialogue and retaliation in the new Pezeshkian administration
The response to the killing of the Hamas commander can serve as a litmus test for the new government which will seek 
engagement with world based on dialogue.
Koichiro Tanaka (Keio University)

The U.S. continues to maintain the "status quo" in the Middle East strategy
The U.S. has been challenged on its "status quo" which showed disregard for Palestine, but there is no turning back. 
What will happen in the Middle East in the future? What is the impact on the presidential election?
Atsushi Izumi (Tokyo International University)

Is there a chance of the Turkish intervention in Gaza conflict?
President Erdoğan also engaged in mediating diplomacy during the Ukraine crisis. We will explore the possibility of 
intervention in Gaza, taking into account Turkey's logic and the risks that would arise.
Kohei Imai (Institute of Developing Economies, JETRO)

India's involvement become more diverse and multi-layered in the Middle East
India sees the outer rim of South Asia as an "extended neighborhood" and is becoming more involved. It has defense 
cooperation with both Israel and the Arab states, while also expanding its connectivity via Iran.
Ryohei Kasai (Gifu Women's University)

FOCUS◎The composition of the "destabilization" of the Chinese economy
The transformation of Xi Jinping's economic policy in the “third plenum”
Transforming the growth mechanism, correcting inequality, and balancing security and development. The focus of the Xi 
administration's "three economic challenges" is changing due to the intensifying U.S.-China conflict and other factors.
Shingo Ito (Institute for International Economics)

Chinese corporate innovation in the global EV competition
Chinese companies are aiming for innovation in design concepts and manufacturing systems with the shift to the EV. This 
is funded by public-private funds and supported by the government with a "visible hand”.
Zejian Li (Osaka Sangyo University)

Can China's local government finance break free from "land reliance”?
Uncertainty in the Chinese economy is largely due to the fiscal problems of local governments. It is necessary to 
restructure the relationship between the central and local governments based on the reality of local finances.
Kumiko Okazaki (Canon Institute for Global Studies)

The return to the Chinese studies without a field?
After completing two years of research at Harvard University, he deciphers the new trends in China studies in the U.S. and 
the impact of the increased risk of entry into China since the Zero-Covid policy.
Asei Ito (University of Tokyo)

Bangladesh: The student revolt that toppled Hasina's longtime regime
Why did the Hasina administration, which had brought economic growth and boasted a total of 20 years in power, 
collapse? Close relations with India, a pillar of diplomacy, will continue.
Mayumi Murayama (Institute of Developing Economies, JETRO)

The achievements and the challenges of PALM after the Covid-19
The presence of former sovereign states that led the provision of vaccines. A sense of urgency about security and climate 
change. While island countries change the awareness and the position, Japan should reconfirm the nature of its involvement.
Takehiro Kurosaki (Tokai University)

The EU AI Act’s "risk-based approach"
Naonori Kato (KDDI Research Institute)
　
A "strategic shift" is required in UNSC reform 
The Security Council is dysfunctional. Reform of the UN is needed to achieve international cooperation, but the gap 
between reform proposals is so wide that consensus building is difficult. Japan should take proactive action.
Takahiro Shinyo (Former Ambassador to the United Nations)

The global humanitarian assistance at a crossroads
Humanitarian aid operations face new challenges. Urbanization of conflicts, use of AI, and disregard for international 
humanitarian law are increasing the sense of crisis. Japan should lead through ODA.
Shoko Hanzawa (International Committee of the Red Cross)

Obituary: Alberto Fujimori, former president of Peru
Shigeo Osonoi (University of Tsukuba)
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