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FOCUSO
Is there a way out of the Israel-Gaza crisis?

Round table: Can we solve the 'equation between war and peace'?

Why is Israel ignoring the international community and expanding its front? This report examines the complicated intentions of
Netanyahu and other actors and considers the 'conditions' for a ceasefire and peace.

Satoshi Ikeuchi (The University of Tokyo), Toru Onozawa (Kyoto University), and Hiroyuki Suzuki (The University of Tokyo)

What is Israel’s 'far right'?

Based on the historical development of revisionist Zionism, which is the root of the far right', this paper examines three key
political figures and their influence on the current Israel-Gaza Crisis.

Mariko Mori (Atomi University)

Hamas-Hezbollah: 'axis of resistance'

Iran’s international isolation after the Iranian revolution has made the cultivation of foreign armed forces a means of national
security. This article looks at the origins and functions of Hamas in Gaza and Hezbollah in Lebanon, and their future moves.
Masaki Mizobuchi (Hiroshima University)

Argentina’s new administration marks a turning point
Hirokazu Kikuchi (Institute of Developing Economies, JETRO)

Defense policy from a fiscal perspective

The Three Strategic Documents' for 2022 call for defense spending to expand by 2% of GDP. Although there are some
criticisms from the standpoint of financial resources, this report examines the challenges.

Hirohito Ogi (Asia Pacific Initiative)

Climate change is a geopolitical risk

At COP28, it was commonly recognized that climate change will cause not only natural disasters but also economic and social
instability and conflict. Can each country confront climate change without compromising its interests?

Takashi Sekiyama (Kyoto University)

Diplomacy during the Covid-19 and Global Health Diplomacy strategies in a 'post-Covid-19'
world

The world must not forget the lessons from the Covid-19 pandemic. This article reviews Japan's Global Health Diplomacy in the
aftermath of Covid-19 and strategies for the next phase of diplomacy.

Takeshi Akahori (Ministry of Foreign Affairs) and Satoshi Ezoe (Ministry of Foreign Affairs)

Obituary: Henry Kissinger, former US Secretary of State
The last American who embodies the 'Greatest Generation'
Koji Murata (Doshisha University)

Special interview: Japanese diplomacy in the post-Cold War era

Expanding the horizons of Japanese diplomacy

Shotaro Yachi (Former Vice- Minister for Foreign Affairs/ Former Secretary General of National Security Secretariat)
Wataru Yamaguchi (Teikyo University)
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Special Feature :

Year 2024
Elections put the world at risk

Special Dialogue: Toward the construction of 'peace’
Yoko Kamikawa (Foreign Minister) and Hiroshi Nakanishi (Kyoto University)

Trump's shadow and the international order

US presidential elections are the biggest issue in 2024. We need to consider the international political impact of Trump’s
unpredictable administration and what response to it would look like.

Fumiaki Kubo (National Defense Academy)

Round table: Democracy turns its back on the international order

Western countries have long suffered from divisions and confrontations. What direction should we take in the continuing
support for Ukraine, the information war, the expansion of democracy, and issues with China?

Maiko Ichihara (Hitotsubashi University), Kazuko Kojima (Keio University), Sanae Suzuki (The University of Tokyo), Atsuko
Higashino (Tsukuba University) and Keiko lzuka (Yomiuri Shimbun)

Elections face serious challenges

The forces that wage information warfare in elections seek to provoke ‘historical cleavage' in the other country, influence public
thinking, and divide society, requiting a 24-hour response.

Jun Osawa (Nakasone Peace Institute)

Democracy eroded by elections

Is the 'euphoria of democracy' coming to an end? Elections undermine democracy and serve as a weapon for authoritarian
leaders. This report provides a comprehensive overview of elections around the world.

Masaaki Higashijima (The University of Tokyo)

China’s 'propaganda’ in Taiwan presidential election

How much influence has China exerted? An overview of the history of the ‘influence’ of China on Taiwan and Taiwan's
countermeasures the 'Anti-Infiltration Act'. How Taiwan could defend its democracy?

Wei-Hsiu Huang (The University of Tokyo)

The 'logic' of the South Korean general election and Japan-South Korea relations

South Korea will hold the general election in April. Yoon administration’s approval rates are falling. Regional support groups of
'conservatives and progressives' and the history of democratization reveal the logic of South Korean politics.

Tadashi Kimiya (The University of Tokyo)

Increasing authoritarianism in India

The Modi administration’s support for 'Hindu nationalism' suppresses minority groups. This paper clarifies the logic and method
of this 'subordination to the politics' and examines the impact of the international community's tacit approval.

Kazuya Nakamizo (Kyoto University)

The Trump phenomenon' as a Culture War

The pressure to endorse Trump is growing. The combination of his strategy to undermine liberal dominance and the concerns
of white voters, who are a demographic ‘minority’, is creating an upsurge in the presidential race.

Kazuhiro Maeshima (Sophia University)

Russia: A closing presidential election with no choice

Putin's victory is certain in the Russian presidential election. Why has democracy in Russia regressed so much? The following
shows a salient issue in Russian politics over the past 24 years of Vladimir Putin's presidency.

Akiyoshi Komaki (Asahi Shimbun)

Ukraine’s political reform under Zelensky

Ukraine, which maintains democracy, has a horizontal and polarized political structure under a 'semi-presidential' system. The
current issues of the Zelensky administration are examined in light of the history of democratization at the end of the Soviet
Union.

Hideya Matsuzaki (Tsudajuku University)





