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I am IWAYA Takeshi, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Japan.
Congratulations on the launch of the "Musubi (bonds)" initiative, an effort
to promote people-to-people exchanges between Japan and the UK.

It is connections between people that develop our societies and serve
as a foundation for exchanges between countries. In the Japan-UK Hiroshima
Accord, issued by the leaders of Japan and the UK in 2023, we also confirmed
our cooperation in revitalizing people-to-people exchanges, including in the
key areas of tourism, studying abroad, culture, and the working holiday
programme.

I hope this initiative will strengthen our “Musubi (bonds)”, especially
among the younger generation, and that our partnership, now stronger than
ever, will continue to grow. The future begins with us.



