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Opinion

The dawning of a new era in Japan-Saudi Arabia relations

TAKESHI 'WAYA

asedd on the idea of keading

the international community

from division to cooperation,

I have decided to visit Sauchi

Arabsn, which plays a crucal

role for peace, stability and
prosperity mot only in the Middle East bt
Lhroagshouil he world,

saudi Arabia has achieved some remark-
ate developments under Vision 20030, led
by Croven Prince Moluammeed bin Salman,
throueh undertaking extensive economic
and soctal relorm=, such ax twe diversilica-
Hon of industres and decarbonization. |
believe that it is of greal signiAcance thal
my first visit to the Middle East as foreign
muinkster of Japan is marked by this visit to
Sandi Arnbia.

Japan and Saudi Arabia are sirategic
partners that are this vear celebrating the
Toth anndversary of the establishment
of thedr daplomatic relations. Since the
establishment of diplomatic relations in
1855, hilateral relations have developed in
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We are strategic
pariners that
are this vear
celebrating the
vOith anniversary of
the establishment

of diplomatic
relations
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various ficlds, In particular, the friendly
relations between the imperial family of
Japan and the royal family of Saudi Arabia
have heen an mportant pilla

Sauwdi Arabia has also been a very impor-
tant country for Japan from the viewpoint
of I8 energy security, having been a stable
suppdier ol cruce o for many vears,

Japan 15 fully commitied to supporting
Yision 2030 by sharing its knowledge and
advanced technologies. The friendship and
prvest theat the two countries ave bullt in
i b= Tie s of ETErEy ancl j1i|-||u.'-.I|}' A o
cxpanding to a broader mnge of coopera-
tion in ficlds such as renewable energy,
including the utilzaton of hydrogen and
ammonia, academia and entertainment.

This month, Expo 20025 Osaka, Kansai,
opened in Japan under the theme of
“Designing Fubure Soctety for Our Lives”
The Saudh Arablan pavilion bs the expos
bigeest pavilion among foreign countnes,
It has already received great acclaim. After
Expo 2025 Osaka, Kansai, we will pass
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the baton to Rivadh, the host city of Expo
AL,

Amid the rapidly changing situation in
the Middle East, Sawdi Arabia is playing
an active rmole In promoting regional
stability. It has taken the imtiative to host
an international conference for a two-state
soplintion Lo tee Israeli-Palestinian contlic
and has also served as a mediator i
addressing the humanitarian crisis and
conflict in Sudan. In the internaticnal
arena, Saudi Arabia has played a vital role
by hosting discussions on the situation in
Ukraine

True peace in the Mickdle East cannaot
be achieved without resclving the
Palestindan issue, Japan's suppaort fora
two-state solullon is umwavering and we
are commitied to continuing our suppsort
for confidence-buikding measures and fo
achieving the economie sell-reliance of
Palestine

Inpan, with its unique perspective that
is historically distinct from the US and
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European countnes, has continuously bl
strong and constructive relations with the
countries of the Middle East.

Om this foumdation, even In the curreni
challenging circumstances in the Middie
East, Japan will continue to make every
diplomatic effort for de-escalation, stabilli-
Zation amed achieving a long-lerm peace

Thanks to our bilateral relationship,
which already stands at an excepiional
leviel, [ am confident that our two countries
can further deepen car friendship amd
R [ ERIE N | [ | coaperalion or the
peace and stability of the international
comamienity, as well as the development
ol Bath natrons, A= we mars the dawn ol a
new eri, symbaolized by the booming of
purple Aowers in the springtime deserts
of Saudi Arabia, we pay tribute to the
achievements of the past 70 vears and alm
to walk together toward the next 70 vears
anid a bright uture beyord, 1Tam Armly
commitied to further strengthening our
exceptional relationship.
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In reality, the
WEF's traditional
emphasis was
on the needs and
priorities ofiis

corporate amnd
government clienis

World Economic Forum needs a visionary new leader

ith Klaus Schwah
slerping dow
after more than
five decades at the
helm of the World
Eoamndimie Foram,
the orgamzaton e 18 sYnonyvmous with
slands al a historic impasse, The Hme has
coane ok just to find a new leader — budt
to reinvent the WEF itself. As the waorld
shifts, the WEF must do more than change
lcadership. It must evelve. Reinvention is
no longer oplional; it is imperative.

We live in a rapicdly evolving context.
The assumplions that govermed 2000 and
early 21={-century globalism no longer
hold. Today, we face fragmentation. a
tremd toward multipolarity, fraving trst
im institutions and intensifving inequality.
The Glabal South — long marginalized in
efile conversations — is now Uhe seal of Lhe
world's future and the center of popula-
Dot growth, A new WEF miust nol st
acknowkedge this; it must be shaped by if

Africa, home to a billion young peopde, is

o Lhe s ol edng an engine ||I'|'r-e,':|l|l.'|1_'. 1

Lalent and economic growth, while Asia
remains the fastest-growing economic
region in the world. Other emergent actors
notably inchede the resource-endowed
Gull Cooperation Council ates, which are
rapedly diversilying their economies ancd
shifting the center of global mnovation and
LAYESEINETl easis .lI:II

The WEF's mission — to improve the
state of the world — is noble, but in reality
the traditional emphasis was on the needs
and priorities of its corporate and govern-
ment clients, those “paving to play” In
many cases, ey managed (o improve the
state of themsclves but with less regard
for the underserved, the underbanked,
the underrepresented and those withoud
access o the many of the privileges
reservied for the Global North and the elite
clrcles within the Glohal South.

I'he hallowed corridors of the Davos
Congress Cenler, where paving WEF
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members and government leaders
|:|||r|;:||'. WAk Ir:|_||i1i-e:|||:|ll}' whiere all the
action was during the forum’s annual
mecting. Over the course of the last
decade, however, the venue has become
even more the bastion of corporatism,
willy muwe -::I|':||-:r|.|I-Ii||j'. ardl leses critheal
thinking and exchanging of ideas

The town of Davos and notably its
promenade has been overrun by a new
crowd of venture capital investors,
technology entrepreneurs, thought
leaders, philanthropists and activists
engaging directly with WEF constituents,
via slde events and bilateral meetings, on
the back of the WEF, bul alwavs seen as a
distraction by the organization’s secretarat
and more of a challenge than an opporiu
nity. The unofficial, promenade-centered
Davas conference s where there 18 open
chialopue and where there s a safe space for
critical thinking.

The WEF undoubtably owes its origin
and visionary leadersbop o Schwab

Today, however, the organization 1s no
bogiEer a prvate Swiss [oundation. Since
20015, it has been an oficial multiateral
institution. It therefore needs a leader
who can inspire global trust, navigate
and manage complexity, and deal

e ecTively with leadkers from all seciors,
irrespective of politics,

For the past few decades, the WEF team
has included many notable ex-CECs,
povernment and multilateral leaders, and
subject matter experts. Most, however,
have come and gone, since the organiza-
tion offered little space for dissent with
thie founder. Senior stall were elther
pushed oul or opled out 1o achieve
their potential with other platforms. A
rebooted WEF needs both its conductor
and an orchestra.

If the WEF truly wishes (o pemain
comimilied o mproving the state of Che
world, then it must redefine what that
wiorlid loaks Hke — and who gets 1o define
it. This ks nod revalution, it is evolufion,



