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About me
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Experience
• 2019-2022: Director of product development at empheal (JV of NTT 

DOCOMO and M3, providing corporate health solutions) 
• 2006-2019: Staff→Manager at NTT DOCOMO (marketing in Chiba →

operating partnership alliances with overseas MNOs→working on 
smartlife solutions including healthcare services)

Education
• Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania（MBA, class 

of 2016）
• Keio University (Environment and Information, class of 2006)

My core value and mission:
To be a strong supporter of, and to cultivate a better environment for those who 
wish to challenge and succeed.

Current Role:
Investment
• YourTrade(trade business), Jamm(fintech), polyfit(govtech), 

OneMedica(medical platform), amu(upcycle material), Next 
Genba(SaaS), grow&partners(nursery platform), RyuLog(HRtech) 
(also supporting SPeak, Ystory, MamaWell)

Community/ Incubation office management
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About ANRI
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企業概要

VC 
name

Descrip
-tion

Founded

Head-
quarter

Represe
ntative Anri Samata

2012

Team
12 investment members, 14 corporate 
members

Tokyo

General Partner

• Independent VC focusing on seed stage 
investment.

• Invests in internet and deeptech startups.

• Operates incubation office “CIRCLE by ANRI” 
in 2023 to provide a space for startup 
community.

Member/ Capitalist

ANRI
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We operate JPY78 billion fund as of Feb 2025, portfolio size of 300
ANRI

portfolio
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Internet    DeepTech
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We have committed to support female founders in the past four years
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Investments in & 
supports for 

female founders

We continue to aim  making our investments in female 
led startups more than 20% of our investments

We have held events to meet and create 
community for female founders and provide 

support menu
We declared, and was able to announce our goal achievement 
(20 out of 98 invested) in Fund IV.

We continue to keep our target in Fund V, and so far have 
invested in 14 startups led by female founders.

ANRI has invested in more than 37 startups led by female 
founders in total. 

Babysitter service by FlorenceCelebration of marriages and babies

Office hours for 1on1 session with VCs
A social experiment event that

intentionally reversed the gender ratio
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UNLOCK
program progress

We made decision to invest in 5 companies

Support 

• We announced the program in August, and had 
over 150 applications.

• Out of the 150 applicants, we have decided to 
make investments in 5 startups.

✓ The selected startups locates its office in 
our incubation office, close to our staff/ VC 
that will be able to watch closely and guide 
them

✓ We will host a demo-day inviting VCs and 
media to make opportunities for them to 
meet potential investors and media press.

✓ We will announce our decision to invest in 
the 5 startups externally to boost their 
reputation.

✓ Hold meetups and sessions amongst the 
UNLOCK program startups, as well as 
sessions with non-female led portfolio 
startups to help them build relationships 
with other startups

Female Founder Accelerator operated by ANRI

X

We have launched an investment program to reach out to female 
founders and tackle the issues that distance them from earning 
investments
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We celebrate marriages and new babies of entrepreneurs.
We also provide babysitter service under enterprise plan to our 
startups

Support Menu 
for Startups
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• ANRI believes that founders should have the right and freedom to get married and have children when the wish 

to. We take these life events positively and wish to support founders to pursue these rights.

Celebration of marriages and babies Babysitter service by Florence
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We believe that providing a community and space for startups to challenge, interact, 
and compete is the best support we can provide for seed stage startups.Incubation
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good morning building

Location

Est

Function

Shibuya

November 2016

• Free share-office, meeting room
• Study sessions, cafe

#NestHongo

Location

Est

Function

Hongo

August 2016

• Deep-Tech incubation
• Study sessions

We built a large size incubation shared by our seed 
stage portfolio companies (including software based and 

deeptech), and also with ANRI VC members

Cafe

Free 
office

Event space

Entrance
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How to 
contact us
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Erika Kanai

（LinkedIn）

https://www.linkedin.com/in/erika-kanai-b6295ba0

（email）

minty@anri.vc

ANRI 

（website）

https://anri.vc/about

（contact form）

https://anri.vc/contact

I can be reached through email and SNS. You can also contact us through our website. 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/erika-kanai-b6295ba0
mailto:minty@anri.vc
https://anri.vc/contact
https://anri.vc/contact
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