
 

 

 

 

 

 

O 
n September 30, local government officials working at MOFA visited the Japan National Tourism Organization and 

received a lecture on "The Latest Trends in Inbound Tourism to Japan." Through this lecture, the officials deep-

ened their understanding of inbound trends and once again realized the importance of continuing to promote in-

bound tourism by communicating charms of various areas of Japan. 

The ４５th anniversary of the sister city relationship between Oita City and Aveiro City 

Training program for officials from the Japanese local governments  

at the Japan National Tourism Organization 

Lecture scene 

Local Government Exchanges between Japan and Poland: “Two Countries in Bloom of Friendship” 

O 
ita City and Aveiro City, 

Portugal, had celebrated 

the 45th anniversary of 

their sister city relation-

ship in 2023, and a ceremony was 

held in Aveiro in July 2024. Ambas-

sador Ota to Portugal participated 

in the ceremony and exchanged 

views with Mr. Shimizu, Deputy 

Mayor of Oita City, and Mr. Esteves, 

Mayor of Aveiro. This article intro-

duces the connection between Oita 

City and Aveiro, the “Venice of Por-

tugal”, and highlights from the com-

memorative ceremony. 

T 
he history of exchange between Japan and Poland has been continuing since the rescue of Polish orphans in Si-

beria (“Siberian Children”) about 100 years ago. In July 2024, Ambassador Miyajima of Japan to Poland visited 

Tsuruga City, Fukui Prefecture, the first place to welcome Polish orphans, and visited the Port of Humanity Tsu-

ruga Museum, etc. He also visited Ishikawa Prefecture and exchanged opinions with Governor Hase and Mayor 

Murayama of Kanazawa City. 

Performance by Oita Symphonic Wind Orchestra 

The 45th anniversary ceremony  
of the sister city relationship 

Courtesy call on Ishikawa Governor Hase  
and Kanazawa Mayor Murayama 

Visit to the Port of Humanity Tsuruga Museum 

Q&A session 

Shopping mall OITA 

Group photo 

Courtesy call on Tsuruga City Mayor Yonezawa 
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Ambassador Uyama to Denmark offering flowers  

at the grave of Knudsen, the chief engineer 

Student exchange between Hidaka High School and Frederikshavn 

High School in March 2024(Photo provided by Hidaka High school) 

T 
he Nordic country, Denmark, is a country known 

for its high ranking in the world happiness in-

dex, as well as for its connection with the writer 

Hans Christian Andersen and the toy manufac-

turer ”LEGO.” The diplomatic relations between the two 

countries began with the signing of the Treaty of Amity, 

Commerce and Navigation with Denmark by the last Sho-

gun, Tokugawa Yoshinobu, in 1867. Since then, the two 

countries have fostered friendly cooperative relations as 

countries with long-established imperial and royal fami-

lies. This article introduces the special relationship be-

tween Japan and Denmark in relation to the sea, and the 

exchange between Wakayama Prefecture and Frederik-

shavn in northern Jutland. 

April 1974: A sister city agreement was signed in Lüneburg 

The courage of Chief Engineer Knudsen 

 has forged a deep bond between  

Japan and Denmark that transcends generations 

T 
his year marks the 50th anniversary of 

the sister city affiliation between Naruto 

City, Tokushima Prefecture, and Lüne-

burg, located in northern Germany. Since 

the first delegation visited Lüneburg, more than 

1,600 citizens from both cities have traveled be-

tween the two cities as members of the delegation. 

Many friendships have been formed between the 

citizens of the two cities, and the ties between the 

two cities have deepened with each passing year. 

This article introduces the visit of a delegation of 

51members, led by the Mayor of Naruto, to Lüne-

burg in August 2024. 

The bond of friendship with Lüneburg,  

Germany, celebrating the 50th anniversary 

 of the sister city relationship 

The 24th Naruto Sister City Goodwill Delegation 

 takes a commemorative photo in front of the Lüneburg City Hall 

Mayor Karish and Mayor Izumi holding the 50th anniversary certificate 


