
 

 

 

 

O 
n June 6 and 7, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 

conducted Diplomats’ Study Tour together with Yame 

City in Fukuoka Prefecture with the participation of 15 

ambassadors and others from 11 countries. Under the 

theme of “Tour Exploring the Tradition of Yame, Land of Tea”, 

the diverse attractions of Yame City, including history, culture, 

food, industry, tourism, and local products were promoted to the 

diplomats. 

The future created together by Urahoro Town, Hokkaido and the Republic of Mali in West Africa 

U 
rahoro Town in Hokkaido and the Repub-

lic of Mali have a surprising commonality 

in food culture and major industries. At 

the "Mali Fair in Urahoro" held in Urahoro 

Town in February 2024, cultural and sports ex-

changes, including an introduction of Malian music 

and food, and a Japan-Mali football tournament, 

were held. This article presents its contents. 

Mari Fair in Urahoro 
JICA training in Urahoro, Hokkaido 

Yame Central Tea Plantation 

The biggest stone lantern at Yame Traditional Craftwork Center 

Diplomats’ Study Tour in Yame City, Fukuoka Prefecture 

Football tournament 

Dinner hosted by the Mayor of Yame City 
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S 
eto City in Aichi Prefecture and Nabeul 

City in Tunisia have a thriving pottery in-

dustry in common, which had led to the es-

tablishment of a sister city relationship in 

2004 and these ties continue to this day. In April of 

this year, the 20th anniversary of the sister city 

relationship was celebrated in Nabeul, and a 

groundbreaking ceremony for the “Jardin de Seto

（Seto Park）” was held in the city. 

A commemorative photo of Ambassador Osuga  

with Seto City Mayor Masayuki Kawamoto, Nabeul Governor  

and Deputy Mayor of Nabeul City 

Celebrating the 20th anniversary of the sister city 

relationship between Seto City and Nabeul City,  

a bond forged through ceramics 

 

 M 
inamisoma City, Fukushima Prefec-

ture and the Republic of Djibouti 

have continued exchanges since the 

support was provided by Djibouti fol-

lowing the Great East Japan Earthquake. Ambas-

sador Hara to Djibouti visited Minamisoma City in 

June 2024 and exchanged views with the Mayor 

of Minamisoma City and visited NIKO Park, part 

of whose construction costs were covered by do-

nations from Djibouti. 

A commemorative monument in "Tokyo Square" 

Minamisoma City and the Republic of Djibouti 

- A bond tied by the earthquake disaster 

Local potters presenting Nabeul ware 

Groundbreaking Ceremony for Seto Park 

Welcome at NIKO Park by the Mayor of Minamisoma City 

A memorial event for the Great East Japan Earthquake  

held every year on March 11th 


