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O 
n January 27, Local Partnership Cooperation Forum was held online under the themes of 
“Overseas Promotion Strategy after COVID-19” and “Promotion for SDGs in Japanese local area” 
for the purpose of supporting international activities of local governments. Experts in related 
fields gave lectures and exchanged opinions with participants.  

Lecture by Mr. KODAMA, President of the Foreign Press Center Japan Lecture by Mr. ITO, Former Special Advisor to  
the Mayor of Yonezawa city in Yamagata Prefecture   

N 
aruto City and Narayanganj City have been steadily building relations toward the establishment of 
the Friendship City relationship. With the aim of continuing this bond, Mr. IWAMA, the Ambassador 
of Japan in Bangladesh visited Naruto City in December 2022 and exchanged opinions with relevant 
officials on the theme of future exchanges between these two cities in various fields. The Embassy 

of Japan in Bangladesh intends to actively support the strengthening of regional cooperation between Japan 
and Bangladesh including the relationship of the two cities.  

Visit to Naruto City Hall (exchange of views with 
Mayor IZUMI and Mr. AZUMA, Chairperson at that 
time of the Naruto City Council)

Photo with Mayor IZUMI At the meeting with the Tokushima Japan-
Bangladesh Friendship Association  

O 
n November 30, 2022, Matsudo City concluded a Partnership Agreement with Constanza City, 
Dominican Republic. The Signing Ceremony was held online. This is the first occasion to estab-
lish the agreement between cities of  the two countries.   The two cities are expected to build a 
strong cooperation in five areas: agriculture, sports, education, culture, and environment. 

Matsudo City intends to ensure that each exchange between the two countries will develop steadily and 
their cooperation will expand more in the future.  

 

Students of Matsudo Municipal High School 
during the Signing Ceremony in Japan  

Visit to the Pear Orchards in Matsudo 
City by the Ambassador of the Dominican 
Republic to Japan 

Pear tree planting with Mr. TANAKA, researcher 
of the oriental pear growing and Dominican 
officials 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Hosting the pre-games training camp has developed into policy collaboration  

                         

           Saitama Sustainable Cities Summit ～E-KIZUNA Global Summit～   

S 
aga Prefecture's relationship with Finland has developed significantly as a result 
of its hosting of the pre-Olympic training camp. It seems that Saga Prefecture's 
efforts to “develop exchanges into partnership”, as well as their common affinity 
for the beautiful and rich natural environment are important elements for this de-

velopment. Saga Prefecture's various activities to gain inspiration from Finland's ideas and 
policies will be introduced.  

Unveiling of FIN-SAGA logo of the 
collaboration 

Opening Ceremony of Finland Fair 
2023 

Saga delegation’s visit to Finland 

S 
aitama City in Saitama Prefecture held “Saitama Sustainable Cities Summit ～E-
KIZUNA Global Summit～” in the city on November 22 to 24 last year, with the aim 
of contributing to the realization of a decarbonized society through mutual cooper-
ation with cities in and outside Japan. The summit was attended by over 300 peo-

ple from 15 cities (Pittsburgh, Nurnberg, Melbourne, etc.) in nine  foreign countries, as well 
as 22 cities in Japan and 50 companies and organizations. The city hopes that this summit 
will serve as an opportunity to expand the circle of initiatives toward the realization of sus-
tainable cities in the future.  

Group Photo of Summit Speakers Breakout Session   Participants Taking Photos at the 
Omiya Bonsai Art Museum   


