
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Resumption of sister city exchanges after three years to aim  

                         at strengthening ties and cooperation 

                  Sound of friendship drums resonating in Azerbaijan 

      (Shika Town, Ishikawa Prefecture and Khatai District, Baku City, Azerbaijan)  
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 Local Partnership Cooperation Division 

 Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 

At welcome dinner for The Hon. Linda Dessau AC 

in Aichi  

Visit to the Governor of 

Gifu Prefecture  
Interaction with the Melbourne Rugby Team 

in Osaka 

 

                                                                                                                                          

        Local Government PR on “Japan Day” (Consulate-General of Japan in Auckland)  

 

 The panel exhibition introducing the Sister 

City & Host Town of the Auckland City  

   

J 
apan and Australia are the most important friends and partners in Asia and the Pacific. And even at 

the local level, the state of Victoria (where the City of Melbourne is located) has a sister-city rela-

tionship with Aichi Prefecture, and Melbourne has the same relationship with Osaka City as well. In 

October 2022, Mr. SHIMADA, Consul-General of Japan in Melbourne accompanied the Governor of 

Victoria on her visit to Aichi Prefecture. On this occasion, Mr. Shimada visited Osaka and Gifu prefectures to 

exchange views in order to promote ties and cooperation of these local governments with Australia. 

“ 

J 
apan Day 2022”, the largest Japanese cultural festival in New Zealand, was held in Auckland City on 6 

November 2022. At the festival, in addition to the demonstrations of the Japanese musical instruments, 

dance performances on the stage, and other introduction of various Japanese culture, PR activities of 

Fukuoka City, Sister City of Auckland, and Host Town exchange program were also introduced. This 

festival provided a good opportunity to increase New Zealanders’ interest in visiting Japan.  

During Japan Day  Booth by the Consulate General 

S 
hika Town in Ishikawa Prefecture was the Host Town of Azerbaijan for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and 

Paralympic Games. On the occasion of the 30th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic rela-

tions between Japan and Azerbaijan, the Mayor of the Shika town and his delegation visited Azerbai-

jan from November 24 to 28, 2022 to promote international exchange. “Shika Tenyu Taiko”, a Japa-

nese drum group from the town, which accompanied the delegation gave a Japanese drum performance at a 

local shopping center, Deniz Mall and other locations. In addition, the town's tourism and food attractions 

were displayed at the exhibition booths.  

Meeting between Mayor of Shika Town and 

Head of Khatai District 
Shika Tenyu Taiko Group's 

Performance at Deniz Mall  

Shika Tenyu Taiko Group in 

TV Appearance 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Hiroshima Food Festival in the state of Guanajuato in Mexico 

                (Hiroshima Prefecture and the State of Guanajuato)  

    

                 Ambassadors’ Study Tour to Gunma Prefecture  

The ritual of breaking open sake barrel with 

Governor Rodríguez of the state of Guanajuato  

Photo with Ms. ALFARO, Mayor of 

Irapuato City 
 Photo with Japanese and Mexican chefs  

Visit to the Tomioka Silk Mill with Mayor ENOMOTO 

and Chairperson of a city council KABETA  
Welcome reception with Governor Yamamoto and Vice 

Governor Uruga 

 Painting Daruma doll(tumbler doll) 

H 
iroshima Prefecture and the state of Guanajuato has had a friendly relations 

since 2014. Then, “Hiroshima Food Festival” was held in Guanajuato as part of 

the various exchange activities between the two regions. At the festival, which 

was held for the first time in three years due to COVID-19, while various ex-

change activities took place between Japanese and Mexican people, Japanese chefs 

demonstrated Japanese cuisine to the local people. It is expected that this friendly rela-

tions between the two regions will further develop on the occasion of the 10th anniversary 

of the establishment of this friendship in 2024.  

F 
rom October 18 to 19, 2022, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Gunma Prefecture 

and Tomioka City co-organized Ambassadors' Study Tour to Gunma Prefecture. 

Participants visited facilities related to Gunma Prefecture's history, culture, and 

industry, and exchanged views with local people under the theme of “Gunma's His-

tory, Present and Future Initiatives”. Attractiveness of Gunma was fully introduced to the 

ambassadors through this tour. 


