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PR activity by Japanese local governments at the reception
celebrating His Majesty the Emperor’s birthday
(Embassy of Japan in France)

BEYOND2020 Host Town Exchanges
- Overcoming the COVID- | 9 epidemics -
(Satte City in Saitama Prefecture and Benin)

Mr. Pierre Hermé, Pastry Chef (left) and Mr. Alain Juppé, Former Prime Minister (left)
Ambassador Ihara visited the booth exhibi-  and Ambassador Ihara
tion by the Hyogo Prefecture Paris Office

n March 20, the Embassy of Japan in France hosted a re- The Mayor of Satte City gifted messages of Japanese local
ception at the Ambassador’s official residence in honor of Children to the Ambassador of Benin to Japan at that time
His Majesty the Emperor’s birthday. Due to the COVID- 19,
the Embassy held the reception for the first time in new Jap-

anese imperial year "Reiwa" since 2019, the photos of Their Majesties

the Emperor and Empress were displayed in a gallery of Japanese cul-

ture, including flower arrangement, painting and ceramics. At the ‘

booths section, Japanese Local governments introduced their local

products such as Japanese tea and Sake, tourism information in col-

laboration with French-based Japanese companies and public organi-

zations. This reception could provide a good opportunity for the visi-

fors fo explore the regloncl diversities in Jqpqn. Beninese athlete watching a video message from children
in Satte City

Bonds connected by Francis Xavier
(Exchange between Yamaguchi City, Yamaguchi Prefecture,
and Pamplona City, Navarre, Spain)

ost Town Exchanges between
Satte City in Saitama Prefecture
and Benin began with the visit of
the Ambassador of Benin to Ja-
pan to the Satte Cherry Blossom Festival.
‘ ~ After this Ambassador’s visit, the City has
Yamaguchi Park in Pamplona City, Spain  Spanish Artistic Swimmers in front of Posters ' peen engaged in exchanges with Benin in
various fields such as Karate, music, and
presentation of Benin through an exhibition
at the Satte City Hall and PR magazines.

bout 500 years ago, Missionary Francis Xavier, born in Pam-
plona in the Kingdom of Navarre at that period, once stayed in
Yamaguchi for the propagation of Christianity. This led to be

an occasion for the establishment of sister city relationship Moreover, children in Satte City sent let-
between Yamaguchi City and Pamplona City in 1980. In Pamplona, ters with support messages and gave
there are some facilities that take after the name of "Yamaguchi" such |,000 of paper cranes to the Embassy of
as "Yamaguchi Park", which are popular among the local citizens. In Benin in Japan. The Embassy of Japan in
2016, Yamaguchi (?i‘ry was regis’retjed as a Host Town 91“ Spain for. the Benin has also actively supported their ac-
Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games. Taking this opportunity, tivities in sharing the local charms of Satte

the Yamaguchi City welcomed a Coordinator for International Relations
(CIR) from Spain and started online exchanges with Pamplona City.
These events further have been developed their relationship. The re-
sults of exchanges are also updated on Yamaguchi City's Official
YouTube Channel and Instagram.

City to Benin and made a coordination with
Beninese officials and athletes. In March
2022, video message exchanges called
"Bridge of Dreams" was realized between a
Beninese Olympian athlete participating in
the Tokyo 2020 Olympic game and elemen-
tary school students who belong to an Ath-
letic club in Satte City.

Yamaguchi City Instagram account Yamaguchi City YouTube account


http://www.mofa.go.jp/mofaj/gaiko/local/index.html

PR activity for local governments at the reception held by diplomatic | TWEET THE BEST from @LocalMofa
establishments abroad - The 27th Japan Film Festival - APR. 16 TO MAY. 17

(Embassy of Japan in South Africa)

Twitter,/ @LocalMofa

Visitors enjoying Japanese HAPPI coats PR Section for Kagoshima City Q Local partnership MOFA JAPAN & @LocalMofa.5 A8 | 78
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he Embassy of Japan in South Africa held the 27" Japanese Film Bozsifém%ﬁ;;%;;;{ \/}%ft;;iﬁ;?j@n
Festival in cooperation with the Japan Foundation in Pretoria ’ & FEIF- R
and Johannesburg between March 4-6 and | |-13, 2022, for the @JapanCons_NY@JapanGov@usembassytok

first time in 2 years. The festival achieved a great success, at- yo@USAmbjapan
tracting a total of approximately 600 visitors. At the venue, a PR section

for Kagoshima City was set up. Pamphlets on city sights were available %% NHK WORLD News & @NHKWORLD_News - 55168
and photos of the pre-training camps of South African national team for There was a parade in New York this weekend. And it was filled with
the Rugby World Cup 2019 and the Tokyo 2020 Olympics/Paralympics virtually everything people know and love about Japan.

held in the City were on display to appeal the connection between Japan
and South Africa. The Embassy received from the visitors a lot of positive
feedback about the works and their impressions of Japan.

Local Government Exchange and Cooperation Seminar
in the fiscal year 202 |
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50 Years of Transoceanic Exchange!
Presentation by Tokyo Metropolitan This year marks the |50th anniversary of
Government in Sydney Seminar the arrival of “Iwakura Mission”, Japa-
nese diplomatic voyage to the United
States in 1872. To celebrate this historical event,
“Japan Parade 2022” was held in New York on
May |4. The parade was featured popular mas-
cots and anime characters. Various performances
such as Wadaiko (Japanese drum) sword fighting
and traditional dancing were played and present-
ed as well. Needless to say, Japanese food culture
was also introduced.
This tweet could transfer the lively atmosphere in
in the heart of Manhattan where the charm of
Japanese culture was fully shining.

Photo of Paris Seminar

ocal government officials selected by CLAIR (Council of Local

Authorities for International Relations) have occasions to ex—

change opinions with Japanese counterparts and participate in

field trips through “the Local Government Exchange and Coop-
eration Seminar”. Main purposes of this seminar are to deepen partici-
pants’ understanding of the policies implemented by Japanese local
governments and to build an effective network between Japanese and
overseas local governments and CLAIR. In the fiscal year 2021, this
Seminar was held in Paris, Singapore and Sydney, in online format under
the themes of SDGs and Zero Emission Strategy. CLAIR received a lot of
favorable reviews from the participants.

"Taste of Miyagi" "The collaboration between the City of Seattle and Miyagi Prefecture”
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Advertisement and display of local products in Japanese supermarkets Special menu featuring Miyagi Prefecture

refectural food fair "Taste of Miyagi" was held in March 2022 at Japanese supermarkets and restaurants in the
City of Seattle as part of the support for private enterprises in Miyagi Prefecture of which the sales performances
were affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake. 27 of business entities from Miyagi participated in this event
and approximately 80 of different kinds of prefectural foods were introduced there.
| 2 of restaurants offered locally brewed sake and special menus featuring Miyagi Prefecture. Some of the products and
goods were even sold out. The Event could bring a positive economic impact for restaurants. It is expected that the coopera-
tion between Seattle and Miyagi will be developed to establish sales channels not only in Seattle but also in the other parts
of the U.S for the further contribution to the local economy in Miyagi.


https://twitter.com/LocalMofa

