Feel the world from where you are. The wave of Host Town
exchanges are expanding by using online platforms. (Ise City
in Mie Prefecture and the Lao People's Democratic Republic)

Elementary school students in Ise City
designed the uniform colors for Lao ath-
letes. (February 2020)

Lao students and municipal officers of Ise
City interacted online (June 2021)

se City has promoted universal design and barrier-free environ-
ment.
Aiming for the registration of "Host Town of a Harmonious and
Inclusive Society" of the Tokyo 2020, the City had come to know
the initiative of Laos in terms of "inclusive track and field" which ac-
cepts athletes of all abilities.
Through the further exchanges with Lao people including Para-athletics
athletes, the City was finally registered as a Host Town of Laos.
After the registration, the bilateral exchanges between people from
Laos and City’s residents have become more and more intensive. As a
great example, the elementary school students in the City designed uni-
form colors for Lao athletes. The athletes gave an online lesson for the
students in return.
In June 2021, students in Laos had an online interaction and exchange
with the municipal officers of Ise City. It was a good opportunity for Lao
students to learn the charms and various efforts in the field of agricul-
ture and fishery of Ise City, their Host Town.

“Online Exchange @ Saitama” - Exchange efforts between
host families and overseas athlete of the Tokyo 2020 -
(Saitama Prefecfure)

-

Warm hospitality from host families such
as playing Koto (Japanese harp), presen—
tation of traditional local festivals in
Saitama, and fireworks made of Origami

Saitama's host families will keep supporting
overseas athletes and persons rerated to the
Tokyo 2020.(Picture of an online send-off
party for the Paralympic Team of the Republic
of the Congo)

riginally Saitama Prefecture had planned various exchanges
with foreign athletes visiting Japan for the Tokyo 2020 such
as homestay experiences, they were forced to switch the
plan to the online exchange due to the unexpected situation
of COVID- 19 pandemic.
However, thanks to the utility of online platforms, the scale of ex-
change is surprisingly expanding beyond the prevision!
A total number of overseas athletes and people interacted with their
host families is actually more than 300 through the total 6 times of
online exchange events starting from December 2020.
Their host families cheered them up as supporters and also introduced
them various charms of Saitama such as sightseeing spots and local
foods through the monitor. Former medalist also joined in the event!
Both the athletes and their host families must have had a great time.
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Specialized Youth Exchange Program
between Fukuoka Prefecture and
Bangkok (Fukuoka Prefecture)

ince the conclusion of a friendship
agreement in 2006, Fukuoka Pre-
fecture and Bangkok Metropolitan
Administration have had exchanges
in a wide range of fields such as economy,
environment, culture, education, and youth
development. Based on the friendly relation-
ship, the Consulate-General of Royal Thai-
land was established in Fukuoka in 201 8.
In 2020, an exchange program was launched
for students majoring in future technology
fields which would be necessary for the
fourth industrial revolution for the sustaina-
ble development in both of two regions. In
this program, students from both regions
gather together to broaden their insights
through lectures by experts and deepen ex-
changes through joint workshops where stu-
dents from both regions may discover the
possible solutions to the common issues. Un-
fortunately, due to the pandemic of COVID-
19, the first session was held online. 10 stu-
dents from both regions proposed solutions
to the existing issues for supporting the lives
of the elderly, including the design and de-
velopment of applications and robots to sup-
port the mobility. Kept the countermeasures
against infectious diseases, the program will
be planned in this year too. They will further
deepen the friendly partnership.

Apps and tools that students proposed to
solve existing issues




n June 2021, “MOFA’s Local
Partnership Cooperation Pro-
ject Presentation Meeting”
was held online for the first
time. More than 160 people from
local governments such as prefec-
tures and ordinance-designated cit-
ies participated. Projects to co-
hosting with the local governments such as diplomats’ regional
study ftours and regional promotion seminars, projects related to - local partnership MOFA JAPAN & @LocalMofa - 5524
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putes in international transactions were introduced. It’s supposed to be about 1000 years old and
still unknown how it was built on such a steep
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Contributing on regional revitalization of Kobe City as
an international affairs officer

At the highest peak of Mt. Rokko in Kobe City  Giving a presentation at an online event
which has a lot of mountains. I am a mountain
person and enjoying mountain climbing. mysterious temple built on the middle of

a steep cliff!
The tweet about Nageiredo, a national
treasure in Misasa Town, Tottori Pre-
. > . fecture, gained the most attention this month. It
learned them in the university. is said that, over a thousand years ago though the
Now, he works at Kobe City Government as an international affairs of- construction date is not clear, En-no-gyoja, the

ficer. N . ) , B founder of Shugendo, threw the entire building
In the position, he engages in interpreting governor's words and negoti- S ground into the cliff by his supernat-
ating with foreign counterparts. In addition, he contributes on interna-

tionalization and regional revitalization of Kobe City by participating in
eco-volunteering with university students and developing international
network in the area of stat-up business.

With his professional knowledge and rich background, he will contribute
on Kobe City further!

r. Leo Luchuk, born in Ukraine, has been interested in vari-
ous cultures and foreign languages, and he especially got
interested in Japanese literature and language after he

ural power.

It seems worth following the steep mountain roads
to visit this magnificent temple that has continued
to be praised by its majesty in the harsh environ-
ment of the wind and snow.

The reception to celebrate the 6 | st birthday of His Majesty the Emperor Naruhito (Consulate-
General of Japan in Chongqing)

Reception Japanese sake and cocktails PR booth of Hiroshima Prefecture

n March 2021, the Consulate-General of Japan in Chongqing held the reception celebrating His Majesty the Emperor’s
birthday at a hotel in Chongqing. In this special occasion, Japanese local charms was presented to about |40 guests,
limited number of guests compared with other years, due to COVID- 19 pandemic.

A number of Japanese local governments had booths there for the PR of their local charms, such as authentic sake and
cocktails from Hiroshima City, which has a Friendship City Agreement with Chongqing City, authentic shochu produced in
Miyakonojo City, Miyazaki Prefecture, which has also a friendship exchange with Jiangjin District. .Furthermore, sightseeing
spots were introduced by Shizuoka Prefecture.
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