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○What is ODA? 

Official Development Assistance (ODA) refers to grants, loans, etc. with concessional

conditions that are given to developing countries and regions, mainly for the purpose of

contributing to the improvement of economic development and welfare. The eligible developing

countries and regions are included on the list created by the Development Assistance Committee

(DAC) of the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD).

○What types of ODA are there? 

ODA includes bilateral aid to directly assist developing countries and regions, and multilateral

aid, which consists of contributions to international organizations.
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Introduction: Significance of Japan’s International 

Cooperation (Summary)

Although there are various issues to address, such as the low

birth rate, aging population, disaster recovery and disaster risk

reduction, why does Japan support developing countries

through ODA?

Out of around 7 billion people in the world, over 700

million people are currently living on less than $1.90 (¥200) a

day. When there are people in need, we must help each other.

The same is true between countries.

After World War II, Japan came back from the ruins and

became a developed country. Japan received support from the

United States and other developed countries as well as

international organizations such as the World Bank for basic

infrastructures, which were essential for the reconstruction and

development of Japan including the Tokaido Shinkansen and

the Tomei Expressway. In return, Japan has been providing its

support to developing countries by utilizing ODA.

Global issues, such as climate change, natural disasters,

environmental problems, infectious diseases and refugees, are

getting more serious and their impacts are spreading all over

the world. Under this situation, helping others will eventually

help you. For example, cooperating with a certain country to

reduce greenhouse gas emissions or marine plastic litter will

lead to improving the environment surrounding Japan.

The support and human resources development in various

fields that Japan has provided to developing countries through

ODA have led to their current trust in Japan. It can be said that

this trust has had a considerable role in gathering much support

from various countries in Japan’s campaigns to host the 2020

Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic Games and the Expo 2025

Osaka, Kansai. Since ODA is implemented using precious tax

funds, it should be appropriately utilized and put to use for

developing countries. Japan will continue to provide

development cooperation to address global issues so that such

effort will enhance Japan’s peace, security, and prosperity.

Japan’s Official Development Assistance (ODA)

We should be reminded that Japan achieved its

economic growth by receiving support from the

international community after WWII!

☆An explanation about ODA is also available on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs website 

(https://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/oda/index.html). 

Cooperation which 
provides the necessary 
funds for the 
development of the 
society and economy 
of developing 
countries and regions 
without imposing an 
obligation of 
repayment.

Cooperation which 
utilizes the knowledge, 
technology, and 
experience of Japan to 
develop the human 
resources that will be 
the actors in the 
development of the 
society and economy 
of developing 
countries and regions.

Cooperation which 
provides the necessary 
funds by means of 
loans to developing 
countries and regions 
under concessional 
loan terms such as a 
low interest rate and 
long repayment period.

Cooperation which 
provides loans and 
investment to 
corporations and other 
entities in the private 
sector responsible for 
implementing projects 
in developing countries 
and regions.



Part I Japan’s Development Cooperation in 2019
-Building a better future by connecting the world in 2019-

1 Connecting the World in 2019

 Japan Demonstrated its Leadership through International 

Conferences

Japan hosted the G20 Osaka Summit in June and the Seventh Tokyo

International Conference on African Development (TICAD7) in August.

Prime Minister Abe himself led discussions on development issues and global

challenges which the world faces at the SDG Summit 2019 held at the

United Nations in September.

 Connecting the World with Quality Infrastructure

Japan led initiatives for the promotion of quality infrastructure investment

at various international meetings, such as TICAD7, the Europa Connectivity

Forum, and the ASEAN-related Summit Meetings, in addition to the

endorsement of the “G20 Principles for Quality Infrastructure Investment” at

the G20 Osaka Summit.

2 Building the Future in 2019

Japan led initiatives for realizing a sustainable society and development

through education and human resources development for children and young

people who will build our future society, as well as capacity building and

innovation at the G20 Osaka Summit and TICAD7.

 Investing in People, Building Institutions

Japan promoted human capital investment (quality education, education for

creating innovation, and education for a resilient and inclusive future) and

Universal Health Coverage (UHC) at the G20, as well as the ABE

Initiative 3.0, expansion of UHC and the Africa Health and Wellbeing

Initiative, quality education, and human resources development in the areas

of justice, police, security management, etc. at TICAD7.

 Promoting Innovation

Japan led initiatives such as the Osaka Blue Ocean Vision, the MARINE

Initiative, women’s empowerment, and STI for SDGs at the G20.

3 Japan’s Official Development Assistance in Terms of Disbursement

 Japan’s total ODA in 2018 was approximately $14,163.52 million (approximately ¥1,564.2 billion)

(according to the Grant Equivalent System (GE system))

 Among the member countries of the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) of the OECD,

Japan ranked 4th following the United States, Germany, and the United Kingdom in terms of both

the GE system and gross disbursements.

 ODA’s percentage of Gross National Income (GNI) was 0.28% (16th among DAC member

countries)
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Part II Measures for Each Priority Issue

2 Sharing Universal Values and Realizing 

a Peaceful and Secure Society
 Assistance for development of legal and judicial

systems, as well as socio-economic systems that is
aligned with the needs of developing countries
through “visible
Japanese development
cooperation”

 Support for refugees/displaced persons in
cooperation with international organizations and
NGOs, countermeasures against antipersonnel
landmines and unexploded ordnance, and support
for peace-building

 Humanitarian assistance for displaced persons in
Rakhine State, Myanmar (improvement of living
environments of displaced persons and host
communities, such as water and sanitation, health
and medical care, and education, through
international organizations and NGOs)
【Column】 Humanitarian Assistance Program for
refugee camps in Bangladesh (assistance through
JPF and Japanese NGOs)
【Column】 Assistance to Colombia for removal of
antipersonnel landmines (triangular cooperation
with Cambodia
and Laos)

【Column】 KIMURA Makiha, who worked as a
Japanese staff member at Kinshasa Office of the
Democratic Republic of the Congo, United
Nations Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)

1 Cooperation Aimed at Achieving 

“Quality Growth”
 Promotion of international standardization of

quality infrastructure investment that will be the

foundation of development in developing

countries

【Column】 Jakarta Mass Rapid Transit (MRT)

(Partial opening of the MRT in March 2019 with

the introduction of Japanese technology and

knowhow for the basic design, construction, and

operation and maintenance. Also contributed to

local human resources development and job

creation)

【Column】 Promoting Initiatives Towards the

Realization of a “Free and Open Indo-Pacific”

(Examples: development of Sihanoukville Port in

Cambodia, construction of a multipurpose

commercial port in Bangladesh, provision of a

multipurpose vessel to the Philippine Coast

Guard, etc.)

 Job creation in local areas through vocational

training and industrial human resources

development that meet the diverse needs of

developing countries

【Column】 The ABE Initiative, which connects 

leading talent in Africa with Japanese 

corporations (Example: A Senegalese trainee 

who undertook an internship

at a Japanese SME and 

serves as an intermediary 

to introduce its automobile 

lubricant in Senegal)

3 Promoting Efforts to Address Global Issues 

and Human Security

 Initiatives to promote “human security” (holding the

“Human Security at 25” symposium, etc.)

 Columns on Dr. OGATA Sadako, former President

of JICA, and Dr. NAKAMURA Tetsu, who both

passed away in 2019

【Column】 Efforts by the Government of Japan

Aimed at Achieving the Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs) Inside and Outside

Japan

 Japan’s contributions at the G20 Osaka Summit and

TICAD7 for promoting UHC, and efforts to hold

the Tokyo Nutrition for Growth Summit 2020

 Holding the World Assembly for Women (WAW!),

discussions at the G20 Osaka Summit, and support

for women’s empowerment in developing countries

【Column】 A message from Mr. HASEBE Makoto,

UNICEF Ambassador for Japan

【Column】 Japan’s Assistance in Sports to

Developing Countries through “Sport for

Tomorrow” (Example: South Sudan)

 Countermeasures for marine plastic litter (“Osaka

Blue Ocean Vision” agreed at the G20 Osaka

Summit, MARINE Initiative, etc.)

 Japan held the “High School Students Summit on

World Tsunami Awareness Day 2019 in Hokkaido”

and enhanced comprehensive school safety in

collaboration with the community in Myanmar

This document introduces 

the main topics and 

initiatives published in the 

White Paper.
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1 East Asia

 Cooperation through the “Initiative on Overseas Loans and Investment for

ASEAN” announced by Prime Minister Abe at the Japan-ASEAN Summit

Meeting, the Japan-ASEAN Technical Cooperation Agreement, etc.

 The Thilawa Special Economic Zone (SEZ) in Myanmar as a successful

example of cooperation through the “Mekong-Japan Initiative for SDGs

toward 2030” announced at the Mekong-Japan Summit Meeting, and

quality infrastructure investment

 Termination of provision of new ODA to China, and ongoing ODA

projects for China in recent years such as technical cooperation and Grant

Assistance for Grass-roots Human Security Projects

2 South Asia
 Enhancing connectivity and strengthening industrial competitiveness

toward realizing FOIP, assistance for improving socio-economic

infrastructure (Bay of Bengal Industrial Growth Belt (BIG-B)), plans for

development of urban transit systems (Dhaka, Colombo), etc.

 Assistance for counter-terrorism and security measures in Sri Lanka,

Pakistan, etc.

 Support for disaster risk reduction in Sri Lanka, the Maldives, and Nepal,

support for human resources development in Bhutan, etc.

3 Oceania

 Assistance based on the pillars of cooperation announced at the Eighth

Pacific Islands Leaders Meeting (PALM8) ((i) free, open and

sustainable oceans; (ii) strengthening the foundations for resilient and

sustainable development, and (iii) revitalization of people-to-people

exchanges), and the decision by the Interagency Committee for the

Promotion of Cooperation with Pacific Island Countries, a meeting of

related ministries and agencies, etc. on the basic policy.

 Support to address climate change issues in Pacific Island countries

(capacity-building of meteorological personnel, etc.)

4 Latin America

and the Caribbean

 Emergency support for the damage from hurricanes to the Bahamas,

initiatives for disaster risk reduction and environmental issues such as

disaster risk reduction cooperation projects in Latin America and the

Caribbean, and geothermal power plants (Costa Rica, Bolivia), etc.

 Efforts in the field of medical care and sanitation such as tropical

disease countermeasures, education (construction of a basic education

facility in Haiti, Math Olympics in Ecuador), support for Nikkei

communities, provision of mine clearance equipment to Colombia,

provision of patrol boats to Jamaica, etc.

 Triangular cooperation with Brazil, Chile, and Argentina

 Assistance for Venezuelan refugees and migrants in cooperation with

international organizations (UNHCR, IOM, WFP) in Brazil, Colombia,

and Ecuador, etc.

A Japan Overseas Cooperation Volunteer (JOCV)
giving a class on community-based coastal resources
management at a primary school (Solomon Islands)

Part III Assistance for Each Region

The 2nd Gumti 
Bridge in 
Bangladesh 
opened in May 
2019 supported 
by Japanese 
ODA Loan

A JOCV for Nikkei communities teaching 
Japanese language to nurses and other staff at a 
hospital as part of an effort to strengthen support 
for aging Japanese immigrant patients (Brazil)
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5 Europe

 Support for Western Balkan countries and former

Soviet Union countries based on the “Western

Balkans Cooperation Initiative”

 Support for displaced persons, etc. in eastern

Ukraine, where the situation has worsened

A hospital staff member using an 
automated biochemical analyzer 
provided through the Grant Assistance 
for Grass-Roots Human Security 
Projects at a children’s hospital 
(Ukraine)

6 Central  Asia and  the Caucasus

 “Central Asia plus Japan” Dialogue and the Seventh

Foreign Ministers’ Meeting (support for regional

connectivity and infrastructure resilience and human

resources development, etc.)

 Under the “Caucasus Initiative,” support for human

resources development for nation-building, and

improving infrastructure and the business

environment for self-sustained development of the

Caucasus region

7 Middle East and North Africa

 Support for Syria, Iraq, and neighboring countries

 Swift implementation of assistance (support for displaced persons, human resources

development for youths, women’s empowerment, etc.) totaling approximately $187 million

announced at the third Conference on Supporting the Future of Syria and the Region

(Brussels Conference)

 Support for Afghanistan

 Attendance by Foreign Minister Motegi at the Ministerial Meeting on the United Nations

Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) and

announcement of assistance totaling $11 million to the UNRWA

8 Africa
 In relation with the tree pillars of TICAD7, (1) Economy, (2)Society, and (3) Peace and

Stability, Japan promotes (1) the Abe Initiative 3.0, enhancement of connectivity, and

promotion of quality infrastructure investment, (2) expansion of UHC, improvement of

access to basic healthcare and hygiene environments, and (3) the New Approach for Peace

and Stability in Africa (NAPSA) advocated by Prime Minister Abe, support for education,

vocational training, provision of equipment for security measures, and strengthening PKO

human resources development in the G5 Sahel countries (Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali,

Mauritania, and Niger), etc.

A lecture in a production 
management course at the 
Uzbekistan-Japan Center 
for Human Resource 
Development

Prime Minister Abe visiting the 
Jericho Agro Industrial Park (JAIP)

Conducting a course on sewing techniques for 
Syrian refugees at a women’s center established 
through assistance from Japan (Turkey)

A personnel and local staff of the Japanese Organization for 
International Cooperation in Family Planning (JOICFP), an NGO, 
conducting a hearing on pre-natal examinations of expectant mothers 
as part of a project for promoting women’s health (Zambia)

The Japan-Ivorian Friendship 
Intersection (under construction)

Part III Assistance for Each 

Region (Continued)
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Part IV Strengthening Partnership with Diverse Actors and 

Disseminating Information on Development Cooperation

1 Efforts for Strengthening 

Partnerships
 Public-Private Partnerships: Support schemes

and examples for business development by

private companies in developing countries

【Column】 Support for high-quality strawberry

production in Burkina Faso by Excel Agri

 Partnerships with NGOs, civil society, local

governments, and universities and educational

institutions: JICA Overseas Cooperation

Volunteer Program, Grant Assistance for

Japanese NGO Projects, JICA Partnership

Program (JPP), etc.

【Column】 Community-based Comprehensive

Elderly Care Project in Thailand by Saku City,

Nagano Prefecture through the JICA Partnership

Program

 Dialogue and exchanges of views with major

donor countries (United Kingdom, Australia,

United States, EU) and China; dialogue and

cooperation with the G7, G20, and international

organizations such as OECD and UNDP

3 Efforts to Ensure Appropriate 

Development Cooperation 

 Anti-corruption

 Securing the safety measures for

people involved in international

cooperation projects

 Conducting evaluation

Please note that the six columns among the 

columns published in the White Paper 

were selected from nominations from the 

public through social media, ODA email 

newsletters, and other sources. 

Bringing Happiness from Japan to 
Everyone

– Wonderful smiles delivered from around the 
world –

Introducing eight photographs from those
displayed at the photography exhibition “May my
cheers reach you!” held at Global Festa JAPAN
2019

2 Efforts for Spreading Awareness 

of Development Cooperation

 ODA email newsletter, launch of the ODA

Publicity Twitter, spreading information via

social media, utilization of “ODA-Man”

(YouTube, simulation games, etc.), Global

Festa JAPAN 2019, etc.

 Fostering human resources for development

cooperation: Human resources development

and strengthening capabilities of Japanese

nationals who work at international

organizations, etc. through the Junior

Professional Officer (JPO) Programme, etc.

【Column】 Interview with KATO Iori (JPO

alumnus), a Japanese staff member working as

the country representative of the United

Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) Philippines

ODA-Man looking at displays in the photo exhibition by the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs “Eeru Yo Todoke! (May my

cheers reach you!)”

６

Students at a teacher 
education college in 
Cambodia taking a class on 
environmental education 
(Grant Assistance for 
Japanese NGO Projects)


