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His Excellency President of Arab Republic of Egypt
Mr . Abdel Fattah El-sisi

His Excellency

Mr . Shinzo Abe

Prime Minister of Japan

Your Excellency the Presidents.. The President of the
African Union.. The organizers /Your Excellency the
Ministers

steemed Dais /Ladies and Gentlemen /
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I am honored to speak to you today at the Public - Private
Partnership Session and 1ts 1importance to support
Japan—-Africa cooperation.
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commercial, 1industrial and service companilies 1in Egypt,
Members of the General Federation of Egyptian Chambers of
Commerce, Busiliness & Finance Community, The pillar of
development and prosperity of the peoples and your partners
not only 1in Egypt but to penetrate the promising African
market together, where Egyptian companies lead investment 1n
Africa. This 1s what I call for today.
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Egypt has been and will continue to be the gateway of the
world to penetrate Africa, where more than $ 10 billion
was 1nvested 1in Africa through the top ten Egyptian
Companies only over the past decade.
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in addition to hundreds of other companies are 1n joint

ventures with Africa. This i1s 1n addition to dozens of major
projects such as airports, electricity, water, roads and
bridges, dams, hospitals, schools, and most recently;
Tanzania's 2.8 billion-dollar power generation dam.
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All these projects need partners to supply technology and
equipment from all over the world and here come Japan 1in
particular / where Japanese companies must take advantage of
this distinctive opportunities and work to create
Japanese-Egyptian alliances / either for development
projects 1n Africa or for joint manufacturing for export.
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August Gathering /

I'm calling you through this trilateral cooperation to seek to
exploit the African continental free trade zone launched last
month by His Excellency President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi
President of the African Union / which is a huge market for
all goods and services with more than 1.2 billion consumers
and a gross domestic product volume that exceeds 3 trillion
dollars.
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For your knowledge, the ultimate goal of the Egyptian-Japanese
partnership from manufacturing for export 1s not only
exporting to the African Free Trade Area only, but also moving
forward to surrounding markets exceeding 1.8 billion
consumers/ 1in which the Egyptian product enjoys preferential,
competitive customs and tax advantage.
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in light of the granted agreements and free trade to Egypt 1n
the (European Union, Arab countries, MERCOSUR countries,
“EFTA” Countries, United States of America “USA” and other
countries and groups..)
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It 1s time to work together to develop our i1intra-regional
trade and to maximize our jolnt investment, especially after
our governments have developed a business environment / with
an updated legislative and procedural structure that attract
investment / Supported by a modern infrastructure.
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that comprised the development of transport and logistics
sectors to reach these markets with major projects such as
Alexandria Road - Cape. Town / and Savaga Road - Ndjamena -
Dakar / Axial ports with an industrial logistic hinterland,
especially the Suez Canal Axis and the modern Egyptian
alrports.
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Ladies and Gentlemen /

The figures 1ndicate the promising opportunities 1in the
Japanese-Egyptian-African joint investment / Where Africa
is the second largest continent with 18/ of the world
population / with the highest growth rate of the middle
class with high purchasing power / with 60% of arable land
/ owns half of the world’s stock of platinum, cobalt and

[e)

diamonds / and 11% of o0il reserves, 6% of gas reserves and

[©)

% of coal reserves.
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My sincere 1invitation to our Japanese friends and partners
to seize the opportunity by providing the concessional
finance, technical assistance and a mechanism to ensure
exports and investments / through an alliance between
Japanese, Egyptian and African 1institutions. Moreover,
alliances between the success partners of the private and
public sectors 1in Egypt, Japan and African countries.
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The whole world 1s now heading towards Africa with a funding
that exceeds tens of billions / where China’s initiative is
a great example through ‘the Belt and Road “Initiative, 1n
addition to the European Union through the external
investment plan that gives Africa a great importance.
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which we believe that it will maximize development and
partnership between Japan, Egypt and African countries /
and will benefit everyone, In Shaa’ Allah.
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Finally, I have the honor, on behalf of the Egyptian
business community, to extend my sincere thanks and
appreciation to the great State of Japan, the Emperor, the
Government and the people for the wonderful organization of
this important conference. I reiterate my invitation to all
attendees to continue cooperation not only at the bilateral
level Dbut most 1mportantly at the tripartite level
(Egypt-Japan-Africa) .
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Thank You..

May Peace be upon you and the mercy of Allah and his
blessings
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Eng. Ibrahim Mahmoud ElAraby

Chairman of Federation of Egyptian Chambers of Commerce

Chairman of the Egyptian-Japanese Business Council
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