A HISTORY OF EFFORTS TO FULFILL THE INTERNATIONAL WHALING COMMISSION’S DUAL RESPONSIBILITY
The International Convention for
the Regulation of Whaling (ICRW)
adopted.

“Having decided to conclude a
convention to provide for the
proper conservation of whale
stocks and thus make possible the
orderly development of the
whaling industry.

The International Whaling
Commission (IWC) adopts a
temporary moratorium on
commercial whaling, to be
reassessed by 1990 at the latest.

IWC adopts a calculation
(RMP) to determine safe,
sustainable catch limits.

“Future of the IWC” – a
comprehensive reform proposal to
perform the IWC’s legal
responsibilities

Anti-whaling Member States
postpone implementation of
RMP, and initiate debate for
the observation scheme
(RMS)

IWC fail to reassess
the moratorium as
required by its adoption
in 1982.

IWC decides on
indefinite suspension
of debate on the RMS.

“Way Forward of the IWC”
proposed as another attempt to fulfill
the IWC’s legal responsibilities.

Japan’s proposal to bring
comprehensive reform to
the IWC and fulfill IWC’s
dual mandate
--- Rejected by Member
States.

The International Court
of Justice rules the IWC
has a dual mandate
under the ICRW.

IWC rejects
deliberation on the
proposal.

IWC fails to
deliberate on
the proposal.

No tangible step taken by anti-whaling Member States to seek for a common position.

Florianópolis Declaration
declaring that the
conservation of whales is
now the primary objective
of ICW
--- Adopted by Member
States.

IWC 67th meeting
September 2018

Sighting research of major whale species

Marine debris observation data

Pacific Ocean Whale and Ecosystem Research Programme (IWC-POWER)

“The 7th cruise of this
programme provides critical
information on the distribution,
abundance and stock structure
of baleen whale species…These
results contribute to the
objectives of the IWC/SC.”
Japanese research vessel

- IWC Report SC/67a/ASI/09, pp9-10

Ratio of voting Pro-whaling and
Anti-whaling Member States
- Historical change
The IWC have long been failing to
reach political decisions, due to its
three-fourth majority voting system
required for regulating conservation
and utilization of whale resources.
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Japan has been contributing to providing scientific knowledge for sustainable management of whales
as well as to confirming abundance of several species/stocks.

For 30 years, the IWC has been incapable of finding a solution that fulfills its dual responsibility.

