Abe invites UK ‘with open arms’ to
join Pacific trade pact after Brexit

® Japanese PM says Britain will no longer be Europe’s gateway but still has ‘global strength’

LIOHEL BAREER A HE BOBin HARDING
TORYD

Japan woald welcome Britain to the
Trans- ic Partnenchip trade daal
“with open arme", said prime minister
Shingo Abe, as be urged compromise to
arvodd n-deal Breit.

Speakdng in an Imterview with the
rinamecial Times at his official residence
iin ooy, Mr Abe said Erifais would lose
its role ax a gateway ts Eureps after
Beexit but would still be o coustry
“equi pped with glebal strengih”,

His pemarks will encourige Bnexit
supperters im the UK. who see new
opporimitics for fres trade ouside the
EWJ, while turnisg up the pressure on
Brussels & London to sirike 4 thmely
exitdeal.

The TPP iz a wide-ranging trade
agreement hetwesn 11 Pactfic countrias,
incheding Jepan, Vietwam, Malaysis,

Interview

Cansda, Mexicn and Australia it osigh

nally included the US, bat withdrawal

was ané of Donald Tremp's irst acts as
end

Joiming wold be a way for Britais b
strilee new free trade deals with a large
and Eat-growing chunk of the warld
acenomy. However, it would be possible
anly if Britain Jeft the U cuztoms:
umtan and gained the power to set fis
o tariffs.

“1 B thit both sides can coatribuse:
their wisdem and at least avvid a se-
called disorderly Brexit,” My Abe sabd,
arpaing that a transition period was
essential for fapanese business.

Manufacturers such as Toyota and
Mizam belped 10 revive the UK eoomn-
amy in the 15805 by wsing i as their ase=
im Burope. But they have grown frus-
trated by the back of darity om Erexi.
Geversl hanks are shilting eperations o

V. Shinzo Abe

Japanese PM
targets big
reforms to

cement legacy

Long serving keader vows to

tackke structural problems,

including ageing population

LIONEL BARBLS AND
WOBIN HARGING — TOXYO

After almost six years in office, with a
maximem of three left ta gn, Shinzo
Abe's thoughts are turning to hislegacy.
11 can stay i place wekll November
2013, hewill become the lompest-serving
Leador in Japan's dessscratic histary.

That mikestone looked unthinkable in
2007 when, scandal-ohd den and shok, he
quit his first premsership after just a
year, The second Abe term has been
marked by nathless, 10p down control.
Last month, be secured amther thive
years as kader of the roling Libers
Democratic

So far his prenership is a tale of
much progress — but few enduring
results. Unemployment is down to 24
per cent but deflation 3 not defeated
Soutl Korea is rowing back oo a suppes-
adly irreversible deal to settle the ssue
of wartime “comfort women”, forced
inte prostitution during the secoad
wurld war, Despite many sammits,
there s nosignofa deal with Russia over
four disputed isdands. Even Mr Abe’s
friendship with US president Donsld
Trump ks yet 1o produce definitve
results for fapan.

Now he 5 ready to tackle Japan's most
fundameatal problems. “I think it &
time to face squarely the major stroc-
tural issues of the Japaness econseny,
Including the declining birth rate and
the ageing society, s Tam determined
todothat,” hesaad.

Mr Abe said he would change fapaa’s
secial security systess, levesting meee
in free education for children, while
helping elderly people 1o stay tn the
-nrkfrm'r He said be would reform

Baws “In eeder to realice &
a(netr where people mever retire and
parsue 1e-lng careers”,

That will count for litde i deflation is
not banihed for good. There isa con
stast poltical te; todeclare vic-
tory even though prices, eschuding vola-
tile fresh food and energy, wers up just
04 per cent in Augaxt compared with 5
year ago. The Eank of Japan’s 2 percent
inflation objective is still far off, raising

-!oubt.uboutw Abe's comsmitinent to
s, "1 haree oo

of making an arbitrary jodgment,” Mr

Abe said. *1 will completely depend on

objective analysis by econceists sothe

LOTErNment Can make & appropriae
dectdon.”

The legacy that would delight Mr
)\ben conservative base is a reform o

's pacifist comstatution. After years
o -Mm» the LDP has seetled on 3 mod-
et progosal that merely addsa cimse to
the war-renounciog Artiche 9, muading
explicit the legality of Japan's Seli-
Defence Farces.

Noeetheles, the burdies to s belng
approved are high, Mr Abe (st first
gam parliamentary backing from his
coalition allies in the Komeito party and
then win a pabdic referendum. Many
soepiics think the prioee misisteds True
goal is toset a precedent for csestite-
tiomal reform, paving the way foc a fan-
danseetal change to Article ¢ in the
future.

Losing a referendam would almost
certainly end Mz Abe's premiership.

*1ams aware of the British example, |
am aware of the Italian example,” be
said, referring 1o votes that ended the
premiceshipe of two fellow C7 leadess,
David Camerom and Mastteo Rered, since
2006, *0f course, there are several raks
inpolitics™

Atsome in the noxt yeur o tvo,
My Abe will Tave 1o rum Uhe risks or
accept that Jomgevity in office & legacy
encugh. *1f yeu look around at the vari-
ous constitutions of various aations
around the world, the Japunese consti-
tuticn has remained unchanged for s
long as 70 years withowt even a referen-
dum” kw’d *I take lmm;tm(tul

and the af

oy pzmn.(u(omd thisdebate.”

Mr Abe, 64, may want 3 sockety whare
people never retire but that does not
tempt everyune: his rivals in the LDPare
eager for him te step down. Barring an
uniikely charge to his party's rakes, e
will have to stand down ax leader in
2021

The prime minister declines to be
drawin ona successor but decs point out
that a Wetime of work meed not all be in
the same cocupation, *| People] 40 not
necessarily have to continoe with the
same career, they can launch their sec-
ond fe,” be sad. "1'm looking forward
to enpoying my sacond fe.”

il BU, while Parasonsc has cited Brexit
a3 a reason for meving fs Eurngean
headgaarters from the UK o the Neth-
erlands. *1 truly hops that the negative
im, af Brexit i Ehe global econsomy,
1 Japamese businesses, will be
minimised,” Mr Abe sk,

B2 also halled & “very fruitful® sum
mit with pr Tnemp 12 days agn, where
the twn men agreed to negotlate anew
trade agresment onpoods,

Pl A ] thie VS had promised et
e imcreare car Gariifs while the talks
WeTe [N progress, nor ask fof grester
agricultural acvess than Japam has ghven
in ether trade deals. But in o sign of
Japan's vulnerability, Mr Abe conceded
hie Wi 1301 asking the US kor reciprocal
tariff reductions. *1 don't feed there are
excemive tarilfs on a0 many sectora
when It comes to trade betwesn Japan
amd bhe 157 besaid.

if

St Al

1 b that
Tathakdis can
cantribute their
wisdnm and

at lesst avold
ame-called
disarderly
Erexit’

In the arigisal TPP, Washingion
agreed to reduce s I per cent tarffon
Jupamese automobiles to 2ar over 10
vears, and e 15 per cent tariff on Japa-
e bk ko mero after 30 pears.

The Japanes: prime minksier hasgone
1o extreme lengths to cultivate Mr
Trusnp — eecting bim nine times smd
heding 26 phome calls — because the U5
albance 1s 5o fundamental 1o Japans
saourity. Mir Abs said he opposad any
withdrawal of US forces from the
Eorean peoinsula as part of a deal to
acrapMorth Kores's miclear weapsds

It is vy und eretasading that thers is
mo such kea in the minds of the US
side mor In the mind of President
Tramip.” he esid, “The prosence of LS
forces in Korea is, [ believe, 2 very
important element [or the peae and

ty ol et Asta ™
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Second lMe= Shinzo Abe wants 10 make it sasior for elder citizens te stay i the woekforo . e e
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Wheat he
said

On the need
for more
stimulus
‘Twill
completely
depend on
objective
analysis by
CCONOMIsts
sothe
government
can make an
appropriate
dectsion’

On holding a
referendum
“Fmaware of
the British
example, I'm
aware of the
Ttakian
cxample, Of
course there
are risks in
politics’
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