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Japan S Secunty is largely
in Trump’s hands

TOKYO

s Japan watches its clogest ally

explore a historic deal with its

worst enemy, the Japapese
governiment has little choice

but to suppart the diplomatic opening
between the United States and North
Korea. But as Japan's security is now
largely in President Trumyp’s hands,

Tokyo's mission Is to keep Trwmp close '

and hold him to tough ternis as he
prepares for a potential sitdown with
Eim Jong Un.

Publicly, there's no daylight between
the Trumy administration and the gov-
ernunent of Japanese Prisne Minister
Shinzae Abe. Japanese Foreign Minister
Taro Kono told me in an interview he
has recelved assuravces from . senior
Trump adminjstration offcials that the
United States wili stickto ahard line in
negotiationswith Pyongyang. Kono be-
lieves Trump will insist on complete,
verifiable ang. itreversible dismantle-
ment (CVID) of North Korea’s nuclear
weapons and all ballistic missile pro-
grams before giving the Kim regime
any sanctions relief or other econonuc
benefits.

“The international colmmunity's in-
tention is they need to complete the
CVID process before they can expect
anything outof it Kono said. “How can
complete, verifiahle, mevermble dis-
mantlementbe partial?”

If that sounds iike what national
security adviser Jolin Bolton controver-
siallyreferred to as“the Libyainedel"in
April, it is. Neither Kono nor Bolion
would use that reference now, after
both Tromy and Kim equated it with
the subsequent overthrow of Moam-
mar Gaddafi. But make no mistake:
Both: Japan and Bolton are advocating
that North Kores com pletely fulfill its
side ofthe bargain first.

Noxth Korea, China and Russia are
putting forth different terms, pushing

for step-by-siep concessions. But Kono
expressed confldence that Trump wiil
stick to thishardline if he meets Kim in
SingaporeonJune12.

“I don't think the Trump administra-
tion will allow any deviation. When
they talk about CVID, they talk sbout
allthe nuclearweapons and the nuclear
facilitles plus missiles of all ranges,” he
saicl. I don’t think there are any differ-
ences batween the United States and
Japan at all

Privately, some Japanese and
U.s. officials aren’t so sure, Secretary
of State Mike Pompeo told the Houge
Toreign Affairs Committee last weels
that econcinie relief could come after
North: Kores takes “credible steps” or
“an irreversible set of actions,” but he
stopped short of demanding total dis-
mantlement up front. On Wednesday,
asenior State Department official said
only that denuclearization is the goat
and Popes wants o Teave room: for
negotiation.

Gther US. officials tell me they could
envision a deal that eliminates North
Eorea’s missiles that could reack the
United States but leaves Pyongyang
with missiles that could threaten Japan
andlihe rest of the region.

Regardless, Japan's public position
is maximalist, Net only must Pyong-
vang dismantle ajl its nuclear ang mnis-
sile programs, but also it must resolve
the cases 0f 12 Japanese abductees who
remain upaccounted for in NMorth Ko-

rea, an issue Trump promised Abe he'

wouid add tothe agenda.

If North Korea does all that, Japan
will pormalize relations and provide
economic assistance, Katsunobu Kato,
Japan’s minister in charge of the ab-
ductee issve, told me. But, “without
resclution Uf the abdnction matter,
North Korea is not in a position fo
envision any bright future for jtself” he
said,

The Japanese goveriment’s message
is directed both toits domestic andience
and the Trump adininisiration. But
with Ty changing his mind by the
day, Tokyo car’tbe sure what Trump will
say or 4o inside the roon). To inflience
Trump ahead of a sumniit, Abe's person-
al refationship with Truinp is key

Abe was first on the scene at Trump.
Tower after Trumip’s election. Abe and
Trunp have spent more thao a dozen
hours  together one-ob-tme  ai
Mar-a-Lago and elsewhere. Officials
close to hoth men say that they genu-
inely like each other and that Tromp
respects Abe’s opinion and seeks his
counsel,

Tromp has a real incentive to keep
Abe close, If the sunimit fails or doesn't
happen, the Tramp administration will
attempt to retnIn to maximun pres-
suve, perhaps without full Chinese and
South Korean support, In that environ-
ment, ifNorth Korea offered Japan reso-
lution of the abductee issue in exchange
foraid, Abewould have a tough political
decision to make, Right nowthereis no

. public space between Japan and the

United States, bud that could change.

Is Tramp thinking through the re-
gional strategic implications of his
meeting with Kim? Ishein cornmand of
the details, aware of all the permura-
tions and factoringin allies’ interests as
he prepares to possibly sit down at that
table? For Japan, Tramp's personal un-
predictability s the biggest and most
dangeronsunknown inthe extire equa-
tion. In that respect, we are all in the
saine boat.

Abehas a chanee to pin Trunp down
when the two meet in Quebec during
the Group of Seven smnmit next weak,
For everyones sake, let's hope Abe is
able to impress upon Trump’s mind
what & geod deal with North Korea
actually would looklike.
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