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IV. Promoting Sustainable and Resilient Growth 

 

1. Overview of Pillar IV. 

 

Acknowledging the grave impact of climate change across the continent, the TICAD 

process will pursue sustainable and resilient growth by mainstreaming disaster risk reduction 

and adaptation to climate change. The TICAD process will also promote sustainable 

management of Africa’s natural resources and conservation of biodiversity. Against this 

backdrop, in the Yokohama Action Plan 2013-2017, 5 outcome targets are set. They are a) 

Reduce deforestation through improved forest and land management, b) Increase investment 

in climate change adaptation programs, c) Improve access to renewable energy, d) Increase 

the number of trainees on disaster risk reduction, and e) Increase the number of countries 

with disaster risk reduction strategy mainstreamed in the national development plan.    

Evidence in several African countries suggests that the forest cover is declining and the 

deforestation is occurring at an alarming rate. The continent has been struggling with many 

difficult challenges, such as African communities encroaching on forest areas in search of 

wood, livelihoods and agricultural extension. Recently, encroachment has expended, and in 

some countries, forestland has been given away for investment purposes. To mitigate these 

challenges, African countries need sustainable forestry policies, programmes and 

management, adequately staffed and financed institutions and diversified economies to 

reduce reliance and encroachment on forests.  

With regard to the climate change mitigation, African countries’ CO2 emissions still 

represent a very small share of global emissions. Still, current and future international 

obligations on climate change mitigation provide opportunities to take a “green” path to 

development, with low-carbon, low energy intensity and clean technologies. Increased 

investment in climate change adaptation is also critical, including those measures such as 

disaster risk reduction and risk management, which are also essential to promote the food 

security in Africa. 

Lastly, with rapidly increasing population, by 2030 the number of people without access 

to electricity is predicted to increase to 655 million. It is estimated that an additional $390 

billion will be required for universal access to electricity in sub-Saharan Africa, while another 

$20 billion will be needed to provide clean cooking (IEA 2011). An appropriate balance 

needs to be struck between centralized and decentralized energy solutions to effectively 

extend energy access, which requires both financial and human capitals.  

 

 

2. State of Implementation by Africa and partners 

 

(1) Africa’s efforts 

(a) Building on the past and ongoing efforts including African Monitoring of the 

Environment for Sustainable Development (AMESD), and the Monitoring of 

Environment for Security in Africa (MESA) programme, AUC is stepping up its efforts 

for the implementation of the Integrated African Strategy for Meteorology (Weather and 

Climate Services), including the formulation of the implementation plan and the resource 

mobilization strategy.  

(b) The AUC is also supporting the African Group of Negotiators on Climate Change (AGN) 

and in collaboration with the African Ministerial Conference on Environment (AMCEN) 

on the global climate change negotiations. AUC is also working on the development of 

the Climate Information for Development in Africa (Clim-Dev Africa) in collaboration 



with AfDB and UN-ECA. AUC has drafted the African Climate Change Strategy. 

(c) Further, AUC promotes sustainable forest management in member states in partnership 

with regional institutions and international organizations.  

 

(2) Activities/Initiatives by partners 

(a) Diverse range of initiatives and programmes are proposed by development partners to 

support focus areas under the pillar, mainly related to sustainable management of 

environment, the adaptation to and the mitigation of the impacts of climate change 

including disaster risk reduction, and the investment in the renewable energy. 

(b) For the sustainable management of environment, envisaged supports by development 

partners include human resources development for environment and climate change, 

enhanced climate information systems, promotion of the Joint Crediting Mechanism to 

achieve low-carbon growth, promoting Green Growth in the agriculture sector and 

promotion of sustainable forest management through TREES Initiative.  

(c) To support climate change adaptation and mitigation, development partners are planning 

to provide wide-ranging supports, which include capacity development for the 

information gathering, analysis/assessments and policy formulation for the reduction of 

disaster and climate change risks such as droughts, floods, desertification and coastal 

erosion, at regional, national and local levels. Initiatives and programmes to support 

increased and improved energy efficiency and universal, sustainable modern energy 

access, including the support to IRENA to promote renewable energy development in 

African countries, the establishment of SADC regional center for renewable energy, and 

the transfer of clean technologies and innovations through the SS-Gate will also help 

African countries mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change. 

(d) Other initiatives planned by development partners include the support for information 

systems, capacity development for access to financing, training of media professionals for 

enhanced advocacy, support for regional and global dialogue on climate change and 

disaster risk reduction such as Rio +20 and the Hyogo Framework for Action, and green 

jobs promotion in support of green economic development in Africa 

 

 

3. Key Findings and the Way Forward  

 

(1) Most of initiatives and programmes envisaged by development partners correspond to 

those envisaged by AUC and related organs.  

(2) The steady implementation of African and development partners’ initiatives is a priority 

for the collective advancement in this focus area. 

(3) Collaboration and synergy should be pursued among stakeholders for increased impact 

and efficiency. 
 


