Seminar on National Reconciliation of Iraq
Press Statement

March 30, 2007

The Iragi delegation composed the members of the parliament and other
influential persons, 13 in total headed by Minister for the National Reconciliation joined the
Seminar on National Reconciliation of Iraq hosted by the Government of Japan and the

Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA) from March 26 to March 30, 2007.

The delegation took lectures on peace building in East Timor and South Africa
and reconciliation in Northern Ireland presented by the experts in those areas. The
delegation shared knowledge and experiences of the international community including

Japan as to how Iraq will utilize them for conflict resolution and stabilization of Irag.

In Hirosima, the delegation visited the Atom Bomb Museum and shared Japan’s
actual experience in democratization, peace building and reconstruction. In Tokyo, the
delegation exchanged the views among themselves on important issues of Iraq such as
promotion of national reconciliation, amendment of the constitution, distribution of the

nation’s resources and revision of de-Baathification law, and confirmed the following:

(1) The delegation continues the efforts for realizing the national reconciliation. Pursuing
coexistence among all the Iragi people while the Iragi Government taking security

measures remain crucial so as to improve current Iraqi situation.

(2) The delegation recommends the factions that are currently not involved in the political

process to take part in the process, and hopes that this will lead to the stabilization of Iraqg.

(3) The delegation recognizes the cabinet approval of the Oil and Gaz Law as a positive
step towards Iraq reconstruction. The delegation requests all the Iraqgi people to make
efforts to obtain approval of the Law in the Parliament as it would lead to the assurance of

the interest of the Iraqi people.



(4) Realizing the equality among all the religious and ethnic groups is necessary to maintain
Iraqi integrity. Also, all the parties concerned should be involved in the decision-making
regarding all the state-level important issues. To this end, it is important to amend the
constitution in accordance with the approved mechanism as it will pave the way for the

construction of a state which upholds law, institutional structure and the human rights.
(5) De-Baathification Law should be discussed among the Iraqi leaders.

(6) The delegation supports the role of women in the political process, especially in their

efforts in national reconciliation.

(7) Governmental organizations, especially security organizations composed of vice

entities(factors) should be cleaned up.

(8) The delegation expressed its great interest in learning Japan’s reconstruction
experiences and shared such experiences in related areas through visits to various places in

Japan and seminars.

(9) The delegation acknowledged the necessity of Iraqi efforts so as to develop basic
services in various areas in Irag. They also confirmed the importance of providing the Iraqi
people with employment opportunities and tackling with unemployment issues while

recognizing the necessity of Japan’s role in this field.

(10)During the visit, the delegation met with the Japanese Foreign Minister, Aso Taro, and
the Diet members and exchanged the views concerning the current Iraqgi situation. The
delegation extended their profound gratitude towards assistance provided up to present by
Japan. They also looked forward to the same kind of seminar to be held on a regular basis
considering as they found the seminar useful. The Government of Japan expressed its
expectation that this seminar would serve as a positive step forward in promoting national

reconciliation of Iraq.



