THE BAHRAI N ENVI RONVENTAL CODE OF CONDUCT
FORTHE M DDLE EAST

The Mul til ateral Worki ng G oup on t he Envi ronnment of the
M ddl e East peace processinitiatedat Madridin Oct ober 1991,

Based upon t he di scussi ons whi ch have t aken pl aceinthe
Cairo Consul tative G oup,

Reaffirmngtheroleof thenultilateral tal ks in pronoting
confi dence- bui | di ng and cooper ati on anong the regi onal partiesin
the fieldof the environnent,

Noti ng rel evant i nternati onal Decl arati ons and i nstrunents
on t he envi ronnment and sust ai nabl e devel opnent; and r ecogni zi ng,
inparticular, the R oDeclarationon Environment and Devel opnent
and Agenda 21 adoptedin 1992,

Recogni zing that, i nviewof theinseparablerelationship
bet ween humans and t hei r envi ronnent, all aspects of the human
envi ronment, bethey natural or man-nmade, are essential tothe
wel | - bei ng and t he enj oynent of basic humanlife,

Convi nced of the need for the protection and conservati on of
t he envi ronnment and natural resources intheregion,

Recogni zi ng that i n vi ewof transboundary effects of many
envi ronnment al probl ens, each party needstotakeinto
consi deration effects upon other partiesinpursuingits own
devel opnent al and envi ronnental policy,

Al so recogni zing the need for passingontothefuture
gener ati ons of the regi on a safe, sound and heal t hy envi ronnent as
wel |l asthe fruits of econom c devel opnent,

Recogni zi ng t he uni que envi ronnent al characteristicsto
t he M ddl e East,

Decl ares as fol | ows:

* Thi s docunent was endor sed by t he M ddl e East Peace Process Envi r onment al
Wor ki ng Group on Cct ober 25th, 1994 in Bahrain



PRI NCI PLES

1. The regi onal parties proclai mthefollow ng principles:

(1) Nat ural resources of theregionshouldbeutilizedona
sust ai nabl e basi s, and uni que environnental resources tothe
regi on shoul d be preserved.

(2) The partieswi || strivefor afair and just utilizationand
coor di nat ed managenent pol i ci es of the shared natural resources in
t he regi on.

(3) The parties havetheright toexploit their own resources
pursuant totheir own environnental and devel opnent al poli cies,
andtheresponsibilitytoensurethat activitieswithintheir
jurisdictionor control donot cause damageto t he environnent of
ot her parti es.

(4) The parties havetheresponsibility toavoidactivities of
adverse effect and riskstothe environnental securityinthe
regi on.

(5) Econom c devel opnent shoul d be i n harnmony withthe

prot ection and conservation of the environnent, including
preservation of ecol ogi cal bal ance and saf ety of human heal t h and
wel | being. Thepartiesw || pronote cooperationinthe protection
and conservati on of the environnent.

(6) A conpr ehensive, just and | asting peace intheregion,

devel opnent and envi ronnental protectionare interdependent and

i ndi vi si bl e.

(7) Regi onal partiesw || cooperate and seek t he cooperati on of
ot her partiesinthe essential task of eradicating poverty as an

i ndi spensabl e requi renent for sustai nabl e devel opnent, inorder to
decrease thedisparitiesinstandards of |ivingand better neet the
needs of t he peopl einthe region.

(8) Envi ronnent al i ssues are best handledw th the
participationof all concernedcitizens and soci al sectors, at the
rel evant I evel. Theparties shall facilitate and encourage public
awar eness and parti ci pati on by maki ng i nfornmati on wi del y avai | abl e.



GUI DELI NES

2. I norder topursue policiesinaccordancewththe
Princi ples, theregional parties shoul d:

(a) enact effective environnental |egislation. Environnental

st andar ds, managenent obj ectives and priorities shouldreflect the
state of the environnent i nthe M ddl e East, payi ng due

consi derati on t o geographi cal, topographi cal, and net eor ol ogi cal
conditions as wel | as regi onal environnental probl ens such as wat er,
air and mari ne pol | uti on, wast e managenent, desertificati onand

nat ur e conservati on.

(b) devel op and use envi ronnent al managenent tool s such as
envi ronment al i npact assessnent, environnental ri sk managenent
and noni tori ng systens, for donestic as well as transboundary

i npacts; incase of projects with possi bl etransboundary effects,
all regional partiesinvol ved shoul d endeavour to cooperate on an
envi ronment i npact assessnent .

(c) strive for capacity buil di ng and human r esour ce devel opnent,
t hr ough envi ronnment al trai ni ng and educati on.

(d) facilitate and encourage public awareness to broadent he
basi s for enl i ght ened opi ni ons and responsi bl e conduct by

i ndi vidual s, enterprises and conmunitiesin protecting and

i mprovi ng t he envi ronnent .

(e) coordi nate their environnmental policieswth one anot her
and cooperatein protectingthe over-all environnent intheregion
ingoodfaithandinaspirit of partnership.

(1) cooperate i npronoting appropriatetechnol ogy and
capability totackl e environnmental i ssues by joint projects, joint
research and ot her activities where appropriate; facilitatethe
transfer of technol ogy, know how, and i nformati on; notify one
anot her of environnental situationsthat have regi onal or
transboundary i npacts.

(9) endeavour to pronote theinternalization of environnental
costs and t he use of econom c i nstrunents, takingintoaccount the
approach that t he pol | uter should, inprinciple, bear the cost of
pollution, wwthdueregardtothe publicinterest andw thout
distortinginternational trade andi nvestnent.

(h) resol ve al | their environnental disputes peacefully and by
appropriate neans i n accordancewi th the UNCharter andin
conformty withrel evant provi sions of i nternational | awand

decl arat i ons.



JO NT ACTI ONS

3. The regi onal partieswi || joinforces for the environnental
protection and conservati on and begintowrkinthefollow ng
fields:

Wat er :

Protection of water quality should be givenatoppriority. Low
precipitationintheregionnmkesit extrenelyinportant to

mai ntai nthe quality of surface and ground wat er for both econom c
activities and human consunpti on.

Mar i ne and coast al envi ronnent :

The sea surfaces of the M ddl e East are bot h econom ¢ and

envi ronnment al assets for theregional parties. They are nost

vul nerabl e to pol l ution, froml and base sources and maritine
activitiesinparticular. It isessential toapplyadvanced
standards toelim nate these sources of pollution, andto cooperate
inall possiblewaystoassure protectionof coasts and

bi odi versity i nwaters.

Ar:
Economi c activities particularly intheindustrial, energy and
transport sectors are mainsources for air pollutioninthe Mddle

East. Measures to prevent the degradation of air quality needto be
t aken.

Wast e managenent :

Wthrisingstandards andi ncreasi ng econom c activity, the

regi onal parties may haveto di spose of i ncreasi ng anount s of waste
inthefuture. The partiesw || needto: mnimze waste, enact
effectiveregul ati ons for proper treatnent, recycling and

prot ecti on measures, and ensur e saf e wast e prepar edness
arrangenents inthe region. Sewage, as a potential inportant
resource, shouldbe collectedandtreatedtobe reusedfor various
pur poses.

Desertification:

The M ddl e East regionis anong t hose t hreat ened by | and
degradationincludingdesertification, and preventive neasures
are urgently needed. To conbat desertificationand mtigatethe
ef fects of drought inparticular, effective cooperative actions
are i ndi spensabl e.



A REG ONAL FRAMEWWORK

4. The parties recogni ze the need for regi onal cooperationin
thefieldof environnent inthe Mddl e East. The parties w || work
t owar ds t he devel opnent of an appropriate framework for regi onal
cooperationinthe environnental area. Towardsthisend, itis

i nportant that the regional parties providetinelyandearly
notificationandrel evant i nformati onon environnmental situations
t hat have regi onal i npacts on potentially affectedparties.

EXTRA- REG ONAL ASSI STANCE

5. The extra-regi onal parties, includinginternational
organi zation, areinvitedtoassist theregional partiesintheir
endeavours to achi eve t he goal s and obj ecti ves of thi s Code.

PERI ODI C REVI EW

6. Thi s Code shoul d be brought tothe attention of all concerned
parties sothat they assune their share of responsibility,
individually or jointly toensurethat the objectives of the Code
arenet. Thepartiesw || periodicallyassesstheeffectiveness of
t he Code of Conduct and revise it as appropri ate.

End.



