
Japan-Arab Relations
Opening Door to a New Era

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Japan

November 2007

Kasumigaseki 2-2-1, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8919, Japan 
Tel: +81-3-3580-3311  |  http://www.mofa.go.jp

ARAB JAPAN



0 2 4 6 8 10

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Hand in Hand, 
 We Build a True

Partnership

History of Exchanges

Visits by Leaders in Recent Years

2007

2006

Contact between Japan and the Arab world 

expanded during the second half of the 19th 

century. Feeling of friendship towards Japan 

in the Arab countries rose as a result of Japan’s 

victory in the Russo-Japanese war of 1904–05 

with a shared sense of nationalism as 

members of the Orient. 

Following the World War II, Japan’s 

relations with the Arab countries developed 

gradually in conjunction with the recovery of 

Japan’s economy. The fourth Middle East War 

and the oil crises in the 1970s, the Iran-Iraq 

War in the 1980s, and the Gulf War in the 

1990s were factors behind Japan’s growing 

interest in the Middle East, and the relations 

between Japan and the Arab countries 

strengthened steadily, particularly in the 

diplomatic and economic spheres.

In the 21st century, awareness is rising on 

both sides that mutual understanding is 

necessary to maintain and strengthen friendly 

relations. The active personal and cultural 

exchanges of the past several years have made 

this type of partnership a reality, and relations 

between Japan and the Arab world have 

entered a new era.

Japanese Prime Minister Abe’s visit to Egypt in May 2007 
set the course for the holding of the Japan-Arab Conference.

Foreign Minister Aso joins 
hands with representatives from 
Jordan, Palestinian territories, 
and Israel at the ministerial 
meeting for the Corridor for 
Peace and Prosperity (right).

Prime Minister Koizumi visits 
Jordan in July 2006 (left).

Iraqi children smile in front of a water wagon 
with the popular Japanese cartoon characters on 
it. It was provided by Japan’s Grant Aid.

• Dec. Visit of King Abdullah of Jordan to Japan.

• Aug. Visit of Foreign Minister Aso to Iraq.

• Jul. Visit of Prime Minister Koizumi to Jordan and the 
Palestinian territories.

Visit of Foreign Minister Abdallah of Tunisia to Japan.

• Jun. Visit of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation Minister 
Benaissa of Morocco to Japan.

• May Visit of Foreign Minister Aso to Jordan.

Visit of Foreign Minister Abul-Gheit of Egypt to Japan.

• Apr. Visit of Crown Prince Sultan bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud of 
Saudi Arabia to Japan.

• Jan. Visit of Foreign Minister Aso to Kuwait.

• Aug. Visit of Foreign Minister Aso to Jordan and the 
Palestinian territories.

• Apr.–May Visit of Prime Minister Abe to Saudi Arabia, UAE, 
Kuwait, Qatar, and Egypt.

• Apr. Visit of Prime Minister Maliki of Iraq to Japan.

• Mar. Visit of Vice President Hashimi of Iraq to Japan.
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Musician photos on the front cover: Lotfi Bouchnak Japan tour (photo: Atsuko Takagi) 
and YOSORO Middle East, Africa tour; courtesy of The Japan Foundation
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90% of Japan’s 
crude oil is imported 
from Middle East.

Japan’s overall 
import from Middle 
East is increasing.

Japan’s ODA to 
Middle East is 
increasing.

 

 
 

Did You Know?
Essential Economic 
Partners

Cooperating for Peace and 
Harmonious Coexistence

Mutual Respect for 
Each Other’s Culture

Japan and the Arab countries have traditional-

ly built strong ties in energy-related fields. For 

example, Japan imports 90% of its crude oil, 

which serves as a key primary energy source, 

from the Middle East. In addition, Japan is an 

important trading partner for many Arab 

countries, and extensive economic and trade 

ties have been developed in many fields other 

than energy. 

Japan and the Arab countries are strengthen-

ing partnerships intended to address various 

issues that countries of the Middle East are 

facing and to achieve stability in the region. 

For example, cooperation in medical sector by 

Japan and Egypt as a part of the cooperation 

programs to support reconstruction in Iraq 

(tripartite cooperation) and the concept of 

“the Corridor for Peace and Prosperity,” which 

is promoting development of the Jordan Valley 

for future co-existence and co-prosperity be-

tween Israel and Palestine, are being actively 

promoted.

In recent years, the relations between Japan 

and the Arab countries have not been limited 

to economics and have developed into multi-

layered partnerships. The number of tourists 

traveling between Japan and the Arab coun-

tries is increasing rapidly, and numerous cul-

tural exchange programs aiming at fostering 

trust across borders through culture and arts 

have been implemented. Many Arab countries 

have recently expressed strong interest in 

Japan’s science and technology as well as its 

educational system. 

Japan imports 90% of its crude oil from Middle East. (Oilfield 
off Qatar operated by a Japanese-affiliated company)

Japan and Egypt have jointly held medical training 
courses for Iraqi medical personnel since 2004. 

Japanese shamisen player Dai Yamamoto plays the 
traditional instrument in Algiers (left); Tunisian singer 
Lotfi Bouchnak at a concert in Japan in 2006 (right).

Percentage of Japan’s ODA 
Disbursements to Middle East

Japan’s Import from Middle 
East (trillion yen)

Japan’s Crude Oil Import 
(2006)

Source: Mineral Resources and Petroleum 
Products Statistics

Source: Trade Statistics of Japan

Source: Japan’s ODA White Paper
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 Japan–Middle East Cultural Exchanges 
and Dialogue Mission
The Japan–Middle East Cultural Exchanges 

and Dialogue Mission was established at the 

time of Prime Minister Koizumi’s visit to Sau-

di Arabia and Egypt in 2003 to promote mutual 

understanding and to build and maintain sta-

ble relationship with the Islamic world. Cul-

tural figures and others from Japan are sent to 

Arab countries to engage in dialogue with sci-

entists, intellectuals, religious authorities, and 

others. To date, missions have been sent to 

Saudi Arabia, Syria, Egypt, Jordan, Tunisia, 

etc.

Dialogue among Civilizations between 
Japan and the Islamic World
Japan and Bahrain co-hosted the first Dia-

logue among Civilizations between Japan and 

the Islamic World in Manama in March 2002 

to promote dialogue among intellectuals in Ja-

pan and Islamic countries. Since then, the dia-

logue was held in Tokyo in October 2003, in 

Tehran in November 2004, in Tunis in January 

2006, and in Tokyo in February 2007 with 

participants not just from Arab countries but 

also from various Islamic countries in South-

east Asia.

Arabic Culture Penetrates in Japan

Moving Forward through Dialogue
Recent Initiatives Designed to Increase Mutual Understanding 

Members of the Forum 
meet with Prime Minister 
Koizumi in Tokyo 
(September 2003).

Arabian Water Pipes Increasing in Popularity
Middle Eastern style water pipes have been grow-
ing in popularity among Jap-
anese youth, who have a 
preference for new things. 
Many Arabian cafes where 
patrons can enjoy a relaxing 
time while smoking from a 
water pipe are opening in cit-
ies. In a youth-oriented shop-
ping district in Tokyo, an area 
known as Arab Town has 
emerged with cafes, where 
water pipes are available, 
galleries, and Arab delis. Through their day-to-day 
lifestyles, interest in Arab culture is rising among 
youths who are keen on the latest trends.

Arab Films Attract Japanese Fans
Until just a few years ago, Japanese film fans had few 
opportunities to view Arab films. The Arab Film Festi-
val organized by the Japan Foundation and first held 
in 2005 in Tokyo, met with exceptional response. 
More than 15 Arab films 
from masterpieces of old 
to the latest films were 
screened during the 10-
day festival, providing nu-
merous Japanese people 
with vivid impressions of 
the lives of the peoples of 
the Middle East. The film 
festival has been held 
every year, drawing more 
attention.

The Japan-Arab Dialogue Forum
On the occasion of Prime Minister Koizumi’s 

visit to Saudi Arabia and Egypt in May 2003, 

the Japan-Arab Dialogue Forum was establish-

ed as an informal forum for the purpose of 

deepening dialogue between Japan and the 

Arab countries, and seeking ways to enhance 

cooperation in the future. The forum, estab-

lished by Japan, Saudi Arabia, and Egypt, was 

first convened in Tokyo in September 2003, 

and has been held annually since then.

The Japan-Arab Conference
At the time of Prime Minister Abe’s visit to 

Egypt in May 2007, it was formally announced 

to hold The Japan-Arab Conference in Alexan-

dria in November 2007. The Conference is 

intended to deepen mutual understanding 

between Japan and the Arab countries and 

promote dialogue in a broad range of fields 

such as politics, economics, culture, science, 

and the environment.
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