














Surely, a relationship in which we each learn from
and encourage the other is the one we must aim for.
If the countries and the peoples of this region, with
its tremendous amount of diversity, put their minds
together to tackle problems, perhaps solutions will
appear that much more quickly.

I hope that in the great drive towards growth
that will bring dynamism to Asia and make the
Pacific Ocean an inland sea, Japan will execute a
certain role, expanding the fields of its activities and
serving as a central core of stability and develop-
ment.

What is critical is that all the people of the
Asia-Pacific region are engaged in building rela-
tionships of mutual confidence and trust—in other
words, “act together.”

The Asia-Pacific area is an expanding, dynamic
network with the sea serving as a large intermediary.
I will close my speech today by saying that Japan
and the Japanese people need to forge bonds “act-
ing together” with the people living in this region as

we strengthen “heart to heart” trust.

Thank you for your kind attention.





