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 Excellencies, colleagues, as this symposium shows, the concept of human 

security is, quite rightly, gaining momentum.  

 

 Japan, especially Madame Ogata, deserves huge credit for leading in both  

its conceptual and its practical definition. 

  

 Ambassador Takasu, recently captured its meaning as being a lens 

through which to address global challenges, emphasizing actions that are 

people-centred… inclusive and equitable… proactive and preventive… 

integrated… and sustainable.  

 

 It was a reminder that nations don’t have security…their citizens do. 

Think about it: Nations are not simply blocks of wood on a game-board. In 

reality, nations are collections of human beings and it’s the security of those 

human beings that defines whether or not a nation is secure. Citizens need to 

feel secure not only from foreign threats, yes, but also in their daily lives: do 

they have nutritious food…and access to education? Do they have clean water 

and sanitation? Are they healthy? Are their rights being protected? 

 

 It is the sum of those daily lives, their human security, which defines, in 

practical terms, a nation’s security. The health and education – as well as spirit, 
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physical security and sovereignty, and economic well being – of a nation’s 

people, especially its children, will determine its future. 

 

 That is why the drive by each nation to reach the MDGs is a security 

issue. 

 

 We should applaud the progress we have made in our efforts to reach the 

MDGs. 

 

 But looked at through the lens of human security, and thus equity, we see 

that national averages can disguise how too many people are, too often, being 

left behind: the most disadvantaged communities…indigenous tribes…children 

with disabilities…those in conflict zones…ethnic minorities… rural and urban 

poor…girls. The disenfranchised. The hardest to reach.  

 

 In regions like Sub-Saharan Africa, children in the poorest households, 

compared to children in the richest households, are nearly three times as likely 

to be underweight… twice as likely to be stunted…almost twice as likely to die 

before their fifth birthdays… less likely to benefit from malaria interventions. 

 

 Human Security requires reaching these children.  

 

This is not only an issue of the rights of the disadvantaged. 

 

 Contrary to conventional development wisdom, focusing on the hardest-

to-reach children in the most disadvantaged communities is cost-effective.  

Because the additional costs of reaching the hardest to reach are more than 

outweighed by the additional results. A focus on human security is the right 

practical path and the best way to reach the MDGs. 
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 We’ve seen it in Africa: in Ethiopia… Malawi…Niger and elsewhere.  

 

 For example, in September 2012, The Lancet published a study that 

showed a 50 per cent reduction in child mortality in Niger over the last 10 years 

despite a decade of persistent famines and droughts. How? Largely by investing 

in building a community based primary health care system that reached the 

poor… and by supplying basic life-saving interventions such as vaccines, bed-

nets, diarrhoea treatments and micronutrients. 

   

We have a great opportunity to reach the hard to reach ― because 

innovations and new technologies mean that services can be extended to the 

poor more effectively and inexpensively than ever before.  

 

 Innovations like new vaccines and drug regimes … or mobile phones and 

rapid SMS technologies that can track health outcomes and allow communities 

to insist on their own needs and priorities.  

 

 Such innovations can help us all do so much more. 

 

 Human security demands that we do so – urgently.  For the sake of about 

1,600 children under five who die from pneumonia every day.  Or the 1,000 

dying from diarrhoea. The 1400 from Malaria.  

 

 These lives could be saved with inexpensive vaccines…bed-nets…clean 

water…access to toilets…basic medical care.  And they must be saved.  For the 

sake of these children – and for the future security of their nations.  

 

*** 


