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CONYENTION ON ROAD TRAFFHIC

The Contracting States, destrous of promoting the deveisp-
ment and saiety of iniernational road trafhic by etadlishing
certain uniform rulfs,

Have agreed upon the following provisions:
Chapter I
GENERAL PROVISIONS

ARTICLE 1

1. While reserving its jurisdiction over the use of its
cwn roads, eacn Contracting Statz agsees to the use of its
roads for international trathic under the conditions set out
in this Convention.

2. No Contracting Mate shall be required to extend the
benefit of the provisions of this Convention to any motor
vehicie or trailer. o1 to uay driver having remained v ithin
its territory for & contmuous period exceeding one v ar.

ARTicLE 2
1. The annexes to this Convention shali be counsicered as
integral pans oi the Convenuon; 1t being unierstoo,
however, tha: any State may on signacure or ratification of,
or accession to, the Convention, or 4t any time thereafter, by
declaration exclude annexes i and 2 irvin its spplication
of the Convention.

2. Any Contracting State mav ai any lune give notice
to the Secretary-General of the United Nations that it will
be hound. as from tie date of the sa:d notification, by
annexes 1 and 2 as excluded under the terms of paragrapn 1
of this article.
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ARricLe 3

1. Measures which ali the Contracting States vt certain
of them mav have agreed. or snall in the fuivie agree, to
put into effect with a view to facilitating international road
treffic by simphiying customs, police, health or other e
quirements will be regarded as being in conforimity with
the object of this Convention.

2 ra1 A bond or other form of security guarantzeing
payment of any import duties and import taxes which would,
in the absence of such security, be chargeable on the impor-
tation of any motor vehicle admitted to international trathe
may be required by any Contracting State.

(b) A Contracting State shall accept for the purposes of
this article the guarantee of an organization established in
ita own territory sffiliated to an international association
which has issued a valid international customs pass for the
motor vehicle (such as a carnes de passages en douane).

3. For the fulfilment of the requirements provided for
in this Convention the Contracting States will endeavour
to keep open during the same hours customs offices and posts
next to each other on the same international road.

ARTICLE 4

1. For the purpose of this Convention the following ex-
pressions shall have the meanings hereby assigned to them:
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“International traffic” means any treffic which crosses at
least one frontier;

“Road” meana any way open to the public for the circu.
lation of vehicles;

“Carriagewav” means that portion of a road normally
used by vehicular traffic;

“Lane” means any one of the parts into which the car-
riageway is divisible, each sufficient in width for one moving
line of vehicles;

“Driver” means any person who drives a vehicle, includ-
ing cycles, or guides draught. pack or saddle animals or
herds or flocks on & road, or who is in actual physical
control of the same;

“Motor vehicle” means any self-propelled vehicle normally
used for the transport of persons or goods upon a road,
other than vehicles running on rails or connected to electric
conductors. Any State bound by annex 1 shall exclude from
this definition cycles fitted with an auxiliary engine of the
type described in that annex;

“Articulated vehicle” means any motor vehicle with a
trailer having no front axle and so attached that part of
the trailer is superimpeosed upon the motor vehicle and a
substantial part of the weight of the trailer and of its load
is borne by the motor vehicle. Such a trailer shall be called a
“semi-trailer”;

“Trailer” means any vehicle designed to be drawn by s
motor vehicle;

“Cycle” means any cycle not self-propelled. ?mv. State

WHilH
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bound by annex 1 shall include in this definition cycles
fited with an suxiliary engine of the type described in that
annex;

“Laden weight” of & vehicle means the weight of the
vehicle and its load when the vehicle is stationary and ready
for the road, and shall include the weight of the driver and
of any other persons carried for the time being;

“Maximum load”™ means the weight of the load declared
permissible by the competent authority of the country of
registration of the vehicle;

“Permisaible maximum weight” of a vehicle means the
weight of the vehicle and its maximum load when the vehicle
s ready for the road.

ARTICLE §

This Convention is not to be taken as authorizing the
carriage of persons for hire or reward or the carriage of
goods other than the personal hagzuge of the occupants of
the vehicle; it being underatocd that these matters and all
other matters not provided for w this Convention remasin
within the competance »f domestic legislation, subject to
the upplication of other relevant internationa! conventions
vt agrecments.

Chapter 11

RULES OF THE ROAD
ArTicre 6

Each Contracting Stat: shall take appropriate measui=e
to ensure the observance of the rules set out in this chapter

ARTICLE 7
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Every driver, pedestrian or other road user shall conduct
himself in such & way as not to endanger or obstruct traffic;
he shall avoid all behaviour that might cause damage to
persons, or public or private property.

AmTicLE 8

1. Every vehicle or combination of vehicies proceeding
as & unit shall have a driver.

2. Draught, pack or saddle animals shall have a driver,
and cattle shall be accompanied, except in special areas
which shall be marked at the poiuts of entry.

3. Convoys of vebicles and animais shall have the number
of drivers prescribed by domestic regulations.

4. Convoys shall, if necessary, be ivided into sections
of moderate length, and be suficiently spsced out for the
convenience of trafic. This provision dves not spply to
regiona where migration of nomads occura.

5. Drivers shall at all times be able to contro! thair
vehicles or guide their ammals. When spproaching other
road users, they shall take such precautions as may be
required for the safety of the iatter.

ARTICLE 9

WP
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1. All vehicular traffic procesding in the same direction
on any road ehall keep 1o the same side of the rosd, which
shall be uniform in eacn country for all roads. Domestic
regulations concerning one-way traflic shall not be afected.

2. As & general rule and whenever the provisions of
article 7 so require, every dniver shali:

(@) On two-lane carriageways intended ior two-way traffic.

keep his vebicle in the lane appropriate to the direction
in which he 1s travelling;

(b) On carriageways with mcre than two lancs. keep his
vehicle in the lane nearest to the edge of. the carnage-
way appropriate to the direction in which be i
travelling.

S. Animals azall be kept as near as poscible to the edge
of the road in sccordance with domestic reguistions.

AxrTticrz 10

The driver of a vehicle shall at all times have its speed
under control and sball drive in a reasonable and prudent
manner. He ahall dow down or stop whenever circumsances

so require, and pardcularly when visibility is sot good

Anrricre 11
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1. Drivers when meeting or being overtaken shall keep
as close as practicable to the edge of the carriagewsay on
the side appropriste to the direction in which they are
travelling. In overtaking, a driver shall pass on e left or
the right of the overtaken vehicle or anirmal according to
the rule observed in the country concerncd. These rules
shall not necessarilv apply in the case of tramcars, trains
on roads. and certsin mcuniain roads.

2. On the approach of any vehicle or accompanied ani-
mal, drivers shall:

(a) When meeting, leave sufficient space for the vehicle
or accompanied animal coming from the opposite
direction;

(b) When being overtaken, keep as ciose as practicable
to the appropriate edge of the carriageway and not
accelerats.

3. Drivers intending to overtake shall maxe sure that
there is sufficient room and eufficient visibility ahead to
permit cvzrtaking without dangrer. After overtsking they
shall bring their vehicles back to the right or left hand
side sccording to the ruie observed in the cousatry con-
cerned, but only after making sure thet this wiil not incon-
venisnce the vshicle, pedestnan or animal overtaken.

ARTICLE 12

1. Every driver approaching a fork, crossroad, road

ﬂzn
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junctian or levelcroesing shall take specil precautions to
avoid accidents.

2. Priority of passage may be sccorded at intersections
on certain roads or secticns of road. Such priority shall be
warked by signs and every driver approaching such a road
or sectiop of road shell be bound to yicld the right of
way to drivers travelling along it.

3. The provisiors of annex 2 regarding the priority of
paseage at intersections not covered by paregiaph 2 of
this article shall be applied by the States bound by the

said annex.

4 Every driver before sterting to turn into s road
shall:

{a) Make sure that he can do so without danger to other
road users;

(b) Give adequate notice of his intention to turn;

(c) Move over as far as practicable to the edge of the
carriageway on the side appropriate to the direction
in which he is traveBling if he wishes to turn off the
road on thas side;

(d) Move ss near as practicable towards the middle of the
carriageway if he wishes to leave the road and turn to
the other side, except as provided for in paragraph 2
of article 16;

‘e) In no case hamper the traffic coming from the opposite
direction.



‘ 1112

rl BEXAESOULVAvREUR R0
BECE U WD R0 IR RKFR VLR
Lo B QLR VN RS T RSO0 5
A R R0 £ 4 LRNE S ¢ W S AR RO
RPN BEXSESROES Y BS0057

N BERSERT SEVRDOXDEHIVL00V S
SoE LUHEECKET MRS RVHS VIR
CIELN 1w 20 QEEL AU QWA S W04 57

Bt
HIB &R

T

e al Ik

#
|
?

g

&+ B

BT QEER R EEN D P& SR04 5 ) VR
o 2R NEKS A S HMAER LR D K0

¥R

—~ mEUCEENMEERER DR ORVEDOW
SR REE D o NE VU R et EE LA
op | EQIEEY REUAS U2 | EQHREEY
M OV ST RSO 5

mEEX [ECTER (BEEZNE»CvEY) R
LCHERBEELIONE | EQMENY S
WeTEET KECSKRERCSCKEBELEIEUERY

SR R0 5°

KR

R S HY
8

ARTicLE 13

1. Stationary vehicles or animals shall be kept off the
carriagewsy if feasible. or, if not, as close as practicable
to the edge of the carriageway. Drivers shall not leave
vehiclea or enimals until they have taken all necessarv
precautiors to svoid an accident.

2. Vehicles and animals shall not be left waiting where
they are likely to cause danger or obstruction, and in
particular at or near 8 road intersection, a Lend or the
top of a hill

ArTICLE 14

All necessary precautions shall be taken 1. ensure that the
load of a vehicle shall not be a cause of damage or danger.

ARTICLE 15

1. From nightall and during the night, or when atmos-
pheric conditions render it necessary, every vehicle or com-
bination of vehicles on a road shall show at least on: white
light in front and at ieast one red light in the rear.

When a vehicle, other than a8 cycle or a motor-cycle
without sidecar, is provided with only one white lixht in
front, this chall be placed on the side nearest to trathc
coming from the opposite direction.

In countries where two white front lights are obligatory,
such lights shall be piaced one nn the right and one on the

HE |
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left of the vehicle.

The red light may be produced either by a device distinct
from that which produces the white light or lights in front
or by the same device when the vehicle is short enough and
so arranged as to permit this.

2. In no case shall a vehicle have a red hght or a red
reflector direc'ed to the front or a white light or a white
reflector directed to the rear. This provision shall not apply
to a waite or veilow reversing light in cases where the
domestic legislation of the countrv of registration of the
vehicle permis such lights.

3. Lights and reflex reflectors shall be auch as to ensure
that the vehicle is cleariy indicated to other road users.

4. Any Contracung State or subdivision thereof may,
provided that all easures are taken to guarantee normal
conditions of saiety, exempt from certain provisions of this
article:

(a) Vehicles used for special purposes or under special
conditions;

(6) Vehicles of special shape and kind;

tc) Stationary vehicles on adequately lighted roads.

ARTICLE 106

1. The provisions of this chapter shail spply to trolley-
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buses.

2. {a) Cyclists shall use cycle tracks where there is an
obligation to do so indicaied by an aporopriate sign, or
where such obligation is imposed by domestic regulations;

(b) Cyclists shall proceed in singie file where circum-
stances so require and, except in speciul cases provided for
in domestic reguiations, shall never proceed more than two
abreast on the carriageway:

{c) Cyclists shall not be towed by vehicles;

(d) The provisions of paragraph 4 (d) of article 12
shall not apply to cyclists where domestic regulations pro-
vide otherwise.

Chapter 11
SIGNS AND SIGNALS
ARticLe 17

1. With a view o nsmr.::.w. a homogeneuus svstem, the
road signs and signels adoped 1n each Contracting State
ahall, as Tar as pesaible, be the oniy ones to be placed on
the roads of that State. Should it he necessary to introduce
any new sign, the shape, coiour and type of eymbol em-
ploy=d shall corform with the aystem in use in that State.

2. The aumber of ayproved signs shall be limited to such
&s mayv be strictly necessary. They shall be placed only at
points where thev are casentiai.

HEN
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3. The danger oigns shali be piaced at a sufficient distance
from the object indicated w give rcad users adequate
waming

4. The afizing o an approved sign of any notice not
reiated to the purpuse of such mgn and liabis to obscure it
or to intecfere with s character shall be prohibited.

5. AL buards and notices which might be confused with
the approved migns or make them more dificult to read shall
be prohikited.

Chepter IV

PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO MOTOR VEHICLES AND
TRAILERS N INTERNATIONAL TRAFFIC

AnrTiCLE 18

1. la order to be entitled to the benefits of this Convention,
4 motor vehicle shail be registered by a Contracting State
or subdivision thereof in the rianner prescribed by its
legislation.

2. A registration certificate containing at least the serial
namber, known as the registration number, the name or
the trade mark of the maker of the vehicle, the maker's
idectification or senial numper, the Zate of Srat regustration
and thz full name and permanent place of residence of the
applicant {or the sa:d certificate shall be issued either bv

tic competent authority or by an association duly empowered
to do so.

3. This certificate shall be accepted by all Contracting

States ss prima facte evidence of the information entered
therecn.
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Anticre 19

1. Every motor vehicle shall display at least at the back
on a speoial plate or on the vehicle itself, a regiswration
number {ssued or allotted by the competent authority. In
the case of & motor vehicle drawing one or more trailers
the single trailer or the las trailer shall display the registra-
tiwn number of the drawing veticle or is own registered
number.

2. The corrposition of the registration aumber and the
manner in which it s displaved shall be as set out 1n ssinex 3.

Aaricer 2

1. Every motor velcle shall in addition to the regustra-
tion numbper display at the back, inscribed on a piate or on
the vehicle itself, the distinguishing sgn of the piace of
regisiration of this vehicle. This sign shall indicate cither a
State or a territory which constitutes a distinct unit from
the point of view of registrauce. In the case of a motor
vehicle drawing one or more trailers this sign shall also be
displayed st the back of the single trailer or of the last
trailet.

2. The composition of the distinguishing siga and the

manner in which it is displayed shali be as set out in
annex 4

ArTiCLE 21

Every motor vehicle and trailer shall carry the identifica-
tion marks set out in annex 3.

HEH
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ARTICLE 22

1. Every motor vehicle and trailer shall be in good work-
ing order and in such safe mechanical condition as not to
endanger the driver, other occupants of the vehicle or any
person upon the road, or cause damage to public or private
property.

2. ln addition, every motor vehicle, or trailer, and its
cquipment shall cenforn to the provisions of annex 6 and
the driver of every motor vehicle shall observe the rules
set out therein.

3. The provisions of this article shall spply to trolley-
buses.

ARTICLE 23

1. The maximum dimeusions and weights of vehicles per-
mitted to travel on the roads of each Contracting State or
subdivision thercof shall be matters for domestic legisla-
tion. On certain roads designated by States Parties to
regional agreements or, in the absence of such agreements,
by a Contracting State, the permissible maximum dimensions
and weights shall be those set out in annex 7.

2. The provisions of this article shall apply to trolley-
buses.

Chapter V
DRIVEKRS OF MOTOR VEHICLES IN INTERNATIONAL
TRAFFIC
ARTICLE 24

L. Each Contracting State shall allow any driver admitted
to its territory who fulfils the conditions which are set out
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in annex 8 and who holds & valid driving permit issued
to him, after he has given proof of his competence, by the
competent authority of another Contracting State or sub.
division thereof, or by an association duly empowered by
such authority, to drive on its roads without further examina-
tion motor vehicles of the category or categories defined in
annexes 9 and 10 for which the permit has been issued.

2. A Contracting State may however require that any
driver admitted to its territory shall carry an internationa.
driving permit conforming to the model contained in
annex 10, especially in the case of a driver coming from &
country where a domestic driving permit is not requirec.
or where the domestic permit issued to him does not conform
to the model contained in annex 9.

3. The international driving permit shall, after the driver
has given proof of his competence, be delivered by the com.
petent suthority of a Contracting State or subdivision

thereof. or by a duly authorized association, and sealed or
<tamped by such authority vr association. The holder shall
be entitled to drive in all Contracting States without further
examination motor vehicles coming within the categories
for which the permit has been issued.

1. The right to use the domestic as well as the international
driving permit may be refused f it is evident that the condi-
hons of issue are no longer fulfilled.

5. A Contracting State or a subdivision thereof may
withdraw from the driver the right to use either of the
above-mentioned permits only if the driver has committed
a doving offence of such a nature as would entail the
forfeiture of his driving permit under the legislation and
regulations of that Contractine State. In such an event, the

HEP
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Contracting State or subdivision thereof withdrawing the
use of the permit may withdraw and retain the permit until
the period cf the withdrawal of use expires or until the
holder leaves the territory of that Contracting State, which-
ever is the sarlier, and mav recoed such withdrawal of use
on the perinit and communicate the name and address of
the driver to the authority which issued the permit.

6. During a period of five years beginning with the entry
into force of this Convention, any driver admitted to inter-
national tra. under the provisions of the International
Conventinn veiative to Motor Traffic signed at Paris on
24 Apuil 1926, or of the Convention on the Regulation of
Inter-American  Autemntive 1raffic opened for signature
at Washington on 15 December 1943, and holding the docu-
ments required thereunder, shall be considered as fulfilling
the requirements of this article.

ARTICLE 25

The Contracting States undertake to communicate to each
other such information a< will enable them to establish the
identity of persons holding domestic or international driving
permits when they are hable to pioceedings for a driving
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offence. They further undertake tc make known the infor-
mation required to establish the identity of the owner
or the peryun in whose name a foreign vehicle which has
been involved in a serious accident is registered.

Chapter VI
PROVISIONS APPLICABLE TO CYCLES IN INTER-
NATIONAL TRAFFIC

ARTICLE 26
Every cycle shall be equipped with:

ta) At least one efficient brake;

thr An audible warning device consisting of a bell, to
the exclusion of any other audible warning device,
capable of being heard at a reasonable distance;

(c) A white or yellow light in front and a red light or s
red reflex reflector in the rear from nightfall and durmg
the night or when atmospheric conditions render it

necessary.
Chapter V11
FINAL PROVISIONS
AsrTicLE 27
1. This Convention shall be open, until 31 December
1949, for signature by all Siates Members of the United
Nations and by every State invited to attend the United

Nations Conference on Road and Motor Transport heid at
Geneva in 1949.

2. This Convention shall be ratifisd and the instruments
of ratification deposited with- the Secretary-General of the
United Nations.

3. From 1 January 1950, this Convention shall be open
Jor accession by those of the States referied to in para-

HER
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graph 1 of this article which have pot signed this Conven.
tion and by any other State which the Economic and Social
Council may by resolution declare to be eligible. It shall
alno be opeu for accession on behalf of any Trust Tarritory
of which the United Nationa is the Administering Authority.

4. Accession shall be effiscied by the deposit of 4n 1nstry.
ment of accession with the 3ecretary-General of the United
Nations.

ARTICLE 28

1. Any State may, at the time of signature, ratification
or acceasion, or at any time thereafter, declare, by notifica-
the United
Natione, that the provisions of this Qenvention wiil be
applicable to sll or any of the teem:

tion addressed to the Secretarv-General of

{or the internaticnal

relotions of which it is responsidle. These provisions shall
becorne applicatle in the terruoriss named in the notification
thirty daye after the date of recript of such notfication by
the Sectetary-General or, if the Convention has not zntered
into force at that time, then upon the date of its entry
into force.

2. Each Contracting State, when circumstances permit,
undertakes to take ms 300n as possible the necessary steps
in order to extend the zpplicatisu of this Convention ic the
territories for the internationa celations of which 1t s
responsibie, subject, where recessary for constitutionai rea-

sons, to the consent of the guvernmeats of such territones.

3. Any Stats which has maae a decluration under pura-
graph 1 of this arucle appiving this Conventon to any
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territery for the international reiations of which it 18 re-
sponsibie may at any ume thersalter declare by notfication
given 1o the Sevretary-General that the Convention shali
cease to apply to any territory named in the notification and
the Convention shall, sfter the expiration of one vear from
the aate of the notification, cease to appiy to such territory.

ARTICLE 29

This Convention shall enter into force on the thirtieth
day after the date of the deposit of the fifth instrument of
ratification or accession. This Conveation shall enter into
force for each State ratifving or acceding after that date
on the thirtieth day after :he deposit of its instrument of
ratification or accession.

The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall notify
eacn of the signatory or acceding States and every other
State invited to attend the United Nations Conference on
Road and Motor Transport of the date on which this Con-
vention enters into force.

ARTICLE 30

This Convention shall terminate and replace, in relations
between the Contracting States, the International Conven-
tign relative to Motor Traflic and the International Conven-
uon relative to Road Traffic signed at Paris on 24 April
1926, and the Couvention on the Regulstion of Inter-
Americac Automotive Trathe opened for signature st Wash-
ington on 15 December 1943.
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ARTICLE 31

1. Any amendment to this Convention may be proposed
by any Contracting State. The text of such proposed amend-
ment shall be communicated to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations who shall transmit it to each Contracting
State with a requeat that such State reply within four months
stating whether it:

(@) Desires that a conference be convented to consider the
propcsed amendment: or

tb) Favours the acceptance of the proposed amendment

without a conference; or

ic) Favours the rejection of the praposad amendurent with-
cut a n-y—_An-q..__hh.

The proposed amendment shall also be transmitted by
the Secretary Ceneral to all States, other than Contractirg
States, iovited to attend the United Nations Conference on
Road and Motor Transport.

2. The Secretary-General shall convene & conference of
the Contracting States to considerthe propos~d amendment,
if the couvening of a conference is requested :

ta) By at least one-quarter of the Contracting States in the
case of a proposed amendment to any part of the Con-
vention other than the annexes.

(&) By at least one-third of the Contracting States in the
case of 8 proposed amendment to an annex other than
annexes 1 and 2;

(¢) In the case of annexes 1 and 2 by at least one-third
of the States bound by the annex to which an amend-
ment has been proposed.

The Sectetary-Genwral shall invite to the Conference such





