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INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE
REGULATION OF WHALING
WASHINGTON, 2ND DECEMBER, 1946

The Governments whose duly authorised representatives have
subscribed hereto,

Recognizing the interest of the nations of the world in safeguard-
ing for future generations the great natural resources represented by
the whale stocks,

Considering that the history of whaling has seen over-fishing of
one area after another and of one species of whale after another to
such a degree that it is essential to protect all species of whales from
shing,

g that the whale stocks are susceptible of natural in-

further over

Recogr
creases if whaling is properly regulated, and that increases in the size
of whale stocks will permit increases in the number of whales which
may be captured without endangering these natural resources,

Recognizing that it is in the common interest to achieve the
optimum level of whale stocks as rapidly as possible without causing
widespread economic and nutritional distress;

Recognizing that in the course of achieving these objectives,
whaling operations should be confined to those species best able to
sustain exploitation in order to give an interval for recovery to
certain species of whales now depleted in numbers;

Desiring to establish a system of international regulation for the
whale fisheries to ensure proper and effective conservation and devel-
opment of whale stocks on the basis of the principles embodied in the
provisions of the International Agreement for the Regulation of
Whaling, signed in London on 8th June, 1937, and the protocols to that
Agreement signed in London on 24th June, 1938, and 26th November,
1946; and

Having decided to conclude a convention to provide for the prop-
er conservation of whale stocks and thus make possible the orderly
development of the whaling industry;

Have agreed as follows:—
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ARTICLE I

1. This Convention includes the Schedule attached thereto whict
forms an integral part thereof. All references to “Convention” shall
be understood as including the said Schedule either in its present
terms or as amended in accordance with the provision of Article V.

2. This Convention applies to factory ships, land stations, and
whale catchers under the jurisdiction of the Contracting Governments
and to all waters in which whaling is prosecuted by such factory
ships, land stations, and whale catchers.

ARTICLE II

As used in this Convention:—
1. “Factory ship” means a ship in which or on which whales are
treated whether wholly or in part;

‘2. “Land station” means a factory on the land at which whales
are treated whether wholly or in part;

3. “Whale catcher”
ship, used for the purpose of hunting, taking, killing, towing, hold-
ing on to, or scuting for whales;

means a helicopter, or other aircraft, or a

4. “Contracting Government” means any Government which has



K Sl
B D

ZlH]

B
ax

z
D E

S BB R Ew Son’

RS

— EREEN EEZEEC | < QWM & -0 HEEE
BRI (S [HCE ] 0 5~ w0 1) U U E
B 0° Mt | ECRERE oo m 0T <

HEBHERZDBHEOEI A0 )0 % Uat®

N RKIE T R Qa0 -0 | < QBRI S B I 0 B
¥ w0 WK ERZWE L0 K S K
B Rk QWIL © B EW AR VT~ T R
TR O S e O WIK S TR S 1 S MB W
B re® HhERI N WIKH S Hd U W e XKWL
KE U QO L WVRE A0 1 U R L ae°

o BRI W QIR S I HE e ) R
o

 RIEKEE SR e HIE O RES X Q UBm o 5
ARER e ORI WK S WK D BT RN B T
CRRHE A e ) U R a0 °

0 RIE NS IS U QBT R R S EE CmEN
TS FEERKE D =07 e

© EESEVEEE oD R R E K QK bt W
AVEEH SO Hi 0 R UR D0 10 1) U0 5
w07 HE C BB T 0 U EEID T B Rien”
I <K FET R B U R 4 e | © BRI HEER © R © o a0

EERERE

deposited an instrument of ratification or has given notice of ad-
herence to this Convention.

ARTICIE ]I

1. The Contracting Governments agree to establish an Inter-
national Whaling Commission, hereinafter referred to as the Com-
mission, to be composed of one member from each Contracting
Government. KEach member shall have one vote and may be accom-
panied by one or more experts and advisers.

2. The Commission shall elect from its own members a Chair-
man and Vice-Chairman and shall determine its own Rules of Pro-
cedure. Decisions of the Commission shall be taken by a simple
majority of those members voting except that a three-fourths
majority of those members voting shall be required for action in
pursuance of Article V. The Rules of Procedure may provide for
Gecisions otherwise than at meetings of the Commission.

3. The Commission may appoint its own Secretary and staff.

4. The Commission may set up, from among its own members
and experts or advisers, such committees as it considers desirable to
periorm such functions as it may authorize.

5. The expenses of each member of the Commission and of his
experts and advisers shall be determined by his own Government.

6. Recognizing that specialized agencies related to the United
Nations will be concerned with the conservation and development of
whale fisheries and the products arising therefrom and desiring to
avoid duplication of functions the Contracting Governments will
consult among themselves within two years after the coming into force
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of this Convention to decide whether the Commission shall be brought
within the framework of a specialized agency related to the United
Nations.

7. 1In the meantime the Government of the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland shall arrange, in consultation with
the other Contracting Governments, to convene the first meeting of
the Commission, and shall initiate the consultation referred to in
paragraph 6 above.

8. Subsequent meetings of the Commission shall be convened as
the Commission may determine.

ARTICLE IV

1. The Commission may either in collaboration with or through
independent agencies of the Contracting Governments of other public
or private agencies establishments, or organizations, or independently

(a) encourage, recommend, or if necessary, organize studies and
investigations relating to whales and whaling;

(b)
current conditions and trend of the whale stocks and the effects
of whaling activities thereon;

(c) study, appraise, and disseminate information concerning

collect and analyze statistical information concerning the

methods of maintaining and increasing the populations of
whale stocks.

2. The Commission shall arrange for the publication of reports
of its activities, and it may publish independently or in collaboration
with the International Bureau for Whaling Statistics at Sandefjord in
Norway and other organizations and agencies such reports as it deems
appropriate, as well as statistical, scientific, and other pertinent in-
formation relating to whalee and whaling.
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ARTICLE V

1. The Commission may amend from time to time the provisions
of the Schedule by adopting regulations with respect to the conserva-
tion and utilization of whale resources, fixing (a) protected and un-
protected species; (b) open and closed seasons: (c) open and closed
waters, including the designation of sanctuary areas; (d) size limits
for each species; (e) time, methods. and intensity of whaling (includ-
ing the maximum catch of whales to be taken in any one season); (f)
types and specifications of gear and apparatus and appliances which
may be used; (g) methods of measurement; and (h) catch returns
and other statistical and biological records; and (i) methods of in-
spection,

2. These amendments of the Schedule (a) shall be such as are
necessary to carry out the objectives and purposes of this Convention
and to provide for the conservation, development, and optilization of
the whale resources; (b) shall based on scientific findings; (c) shall
not involve restrictions on the number or nationality of factory ships
or land stations, nor allocate specific quotas to any factory ship or land
station or to any group of factory ships or land stations: and (d)
shall take into consideration the interests of the consumers of whale
products and the whaling industry.

3. Each of such amendmen.s shall become effectivc with respect
to the Contracting Governments ninety days following notification of
the amendment by the Commission to each the Contracting Govern-
ments except that (a) if any Government presents to the Commission
objection to any amendment prior to the expiration of this ninety-day

H
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period, the amendment shall not become effective with respect to any
of the Governments for an additional ninety days; (b) thereupon, any
other Contracting Government may present objection to the amend-
ment at any time prior to the expiration of the additional ninety-day
period, or before the expiration of thirty days from the date of receipt
of the last objection received during such additional nineiy-day period,
whichever date shall be the later; and (c) thereafter, the amendment
shall become effective with respect to all Contracting Governments
which have not presented objection but shall not become effective with
respect to any Government which has so objected until such date as
the objection is withdrawn. The Commission shall notify each Con-
tracting Government immediately upon receipt of each objection and
withdrawal and each Contracting Government shall acknowledge

receipt of all notifications of amendments, objections, and with-
drawals.

4. No amendments shall become effective before 1st July, 1949.

ARTICLE VI

The Commission may from time to time make recommendations
to any or all Contracting Governments on any matters which relate
to whales or whaling and to the objectives and purposes of this Con-
vention.

ARTICLE VII

The Contracting Governments shall ensure prompt transmission
to the International Bureau for Whaling Statistics at Sandefjord in
Norway, or to such other body as the Commission may designated, of
notifications and statistical and other information required by this
Convention in such form and manner as may be prescribed by the



RO Commission.
ik W ARTICLE  VIII
TN Do 4 ‘o .
Fn.:,ﬂ_uﬁm = NERFCRPUREL0F e EaR EEER 1. Notwithstanding anything contained in this Convention any
N/L% M L.W HTURIQ RS BRIXDS 2¢ RS W MHEES 2 Contracting Government may grant to any of its nationals a special
x&h%ﬂ ‘Mm S S OO = 5 , . permit authorizing that national to kill, take, and treat whales for
%‘*Zﬂmhm.. il J,,U,..T,ﬁ?,nn_ .n.n@ )@:bamwv.bc = &ML &UL purposes of scientific research subject to such restrictions as to
Héw‘mw Bl e ) VREE R R EHIN O QUUb N AR number and subject to such other conditions as the Contracting
e = L - , . Government thinks fit, and the killing, taking, and treating of whales
suh % USRS 4 +) R e g
WM%% f = & .&m m = ,k = SE +114. éﬂ.f & o in accordance with the provisions of this Article shall be exempt from
,,/ MﬁM ._MN M.JL, e MNIAN %mwﬂ S %_ B &0 m%%*? Q° ﬁﬁ%wﬂﬁwu the operation of this Convention. Each Contracting Government
W,,fwwmﬁ WEUN P VY CIEES SR wimao %.AEA_A t) mﬁmut m:»: report at once to the OOEJMmE.on all such authorizations. éﬂnr
S o o - it has granted. Each Contracting Government may at any time
4 L ~ RzA SN .
MM%H%, S RE ST 0 D7 EREES v QbR LER N revoke any such special permit which it has granted.
o EHEFHY S OV ST )0 R e
~ ZERS %H%_mﬁl_ el w2y ) VB MR 2. Any whales taken under these special permits shall so far as
practicable be processed and the proceeds shall be deals with in ac-
= 37 Qi A6 il jul
mh/ I S0 pl kammw/ _:_uﬁJtc.EJ N ﬁ...“ mmﬁ%n cordance with directions issued by the Government by which the per-
DLV HI HO VYRR O K048 5° mit was granted.
o3 bﬁﬁw jﬂﬁm 17 AN k.m S Wmm ,ﬁ\& U MEAW;A* H& /) -~ ” 3. [Each Contracting Government shall transmit to such body as
L2 MAAJ*L Qi Hz mAta A.ﬁ € {1 & & = 4E #hwvw. TR Y, M& may be designated by the Commission, in so far as practicable, and at
o s , intervals of not more than one year, scientific information available
RN el .nuﬁ:ﬁl v Eﬁ:ﬁAﬁyﬁ%{.ﬁtTém% to that Convernment with respect to whales and whaling, including
.m.I/ﬂﬂ.%M E) ﬂ A, ’ 4 E..ﬁc SRS @BW: EVEY) u.m, the results of reseach conducted pursuant to paragraph 1 of this
Vg e o B Qi 7O Article and to Article IV.
SHD SR 00 0
~t u.t.,m:m.& U .MNELuﬁ ﬁ&* @,T/ _Aw..mt u,u_ﬂu,i‘hJ ﬁﬁ»ﬁl S 4. Recognizing that continuous no:mnﬁo“ M:m wumﬂmmwm cmav”orﬂ
ical data in connection with the operations of factory ships and lan
2 2L g Y I.vA s T 4 t) gica
SlES w*m o Rie R w% & @ A.i w ,.E _zvm.nu N m@,ﬁm stations are indispensable to sound and constructive management of
KK €0 ) kIR EEYEr" 0g ideangtUl Y] the whale fisheries, the Contracting Governments will take all prac-
o ticable measures to obtain such data.
NQUKEEES A W CHEEAF 0D QA fre°

EERE¥SE b



NS W
SR
pad ]l
A e
ol

RS
R H

EEEREKE

TR
—~ EPEED HCHESRNYSCER VYV CHESH
W Q<X EERD MU N Lo CHESCERS
R QA VVEK e LR EAMWERVF O 2

P

440 6 5 °
HEKTREBMWREONEL s VR EBEECE
Hh XS BRI L © HEh © RV QREE 1 4 O \in i b
RIIUGAX BE QR VX OB L0
OB UR eI NI 1 s QBN Sy
T o B R R O M R 048 5°
- MEREENT WO BB RFIO LY QR C i
<X BEEL 0 QORI SRR S 1<
MER DRI L M O D R 3048 5° I QEER’
HROCREC NQUF O RIS T NFERECHFAw
Q6 48 40 2 4 04 5 °

N

o

-

e¥ER Bl
T ER A e

NEHZUMN OB & O NEER HORRRBERW
HORE X = RO EKERE LR BYIHIL o O W
HE¥HPUEBELP 0 R’

RVEHI "~ < = RORER

—

(o]

VAN

ARTICLE IX

1. Each Contracting Government shall take appropriate meas-
ures to ensure the application of the provisions of this Convention and
the punishment of infractions against the said provisions in operations
carried out by ‘persons or by vessels under its jurisdiction.

2. No bonus or other remuneration calculated with relation to
the results of their work shall be paid to the gunners and crews of
whale catchers in respect of any whales the taking of which is for-
biden by this Convention.

3. Prosecution for infractions against or contraventions of this
Convention shall be instituted by the Government having jurisdiction
over the offence.

4. Each Contracting Government shall transmit to the
mission full details of each infraction of the provisions of this Con-

Com-

vention by persons or vessels under the jurisdiction of that Govern-
ment as reported by its inspectors. This information shall include a
statement of measures taken for dealing with the infraction and of
penalties imposed.

ARTICLE X

1. This Convention shall be ratified and the instruments of ra-
tification shall be deposited with the Government of the United States
of America.

2. Any Government which has not signed this Convention may
adhere thereto after it enters into force by a notification in writing to
the Government of the United States of America.
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3. The Government of the United States of America shall inform
all other signatory Governments and all adhering Governments of all
ratifications deposited and adherences received.

4. This Convention shall, when instruments of ratification have
been deposited by at least six signatory Governments, which shall in-
clude the Governments of the Netherlands, Norway, the Union of
Soviet Socialist Republics, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, and the United States of America, enter into force
with respect to those Governments and shall enter into force with re-
spect to each Government which subsequently ratifies or adheres on
the date of the deposit of its instrument of ratification or the receipt
of its notification of adherence.

5. The provisions of the Schedule shall not apply prior to st
July, 1948. Amendments to the Schedule adopted pursuant to Article
V shall not apply prior to ist July, 1949.

ARTICLE XI

Any Contracting Government may withdraw from this Conven-
tion on 30th June, of any year by giving notice on or before 1st
January, of the same year to the depository Government, which upon
receipt of such a notice shall at once communicate it to the o:,,mn Con-
tracting Governments. Any other Contracting Government may, in
like manner, within one month of the receipt of a copy of such a notice

from the depository Government, give notice of withdrawal, so that
the Convention shall cease to be in force on 30th June, of the same
year with respect to the Government giving such notice of withdrawal.

This Convention shall bear the date on which it is opened for
signature and shall remain open for signature for a period of four-
teen days thereafter.
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In withness whereof the undersigned, being duly authorized, have
signed this Convention.

Done in Washington this second day of December, 1946, in the
English language, the original of which shall be deposited in the
archives of the Government of the United States of America. The
Government of the United States of America shall transmit certified
copies thereof to all the other sigratory and adhering Governments.

For Argentina:

0. IVANISSEVICH.

J.M. MONETA.

PEDRO H. BRUNO VIDELA.
For Australia:

F.F. ANDERSON.
For Brazil:

PAULO FROES DA CRUZ.
For Canada:

H.H. WRONG.

HARRY A. SCOTT.
For Chile:

AGUSTIN R. EDWARDS.
For Denmark:

P.F. ERICHSEN.
For France:

FRANCIS LACOSTE.
For the Netheriands:

D.J. VAN DUJK.
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For New Zealand:
G.R. POWLES.

For Norway:
BIRGER BERGERSEN.
For Peru:
C. ROTALDE.
For the Union of South Africa:
H.T. ANDREWS.
For the Union of Soviet Soccialist
Republics:
BOGDANOYV.
E.I. NIKISHIN.
For the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northrn Ireland:
A.T.A. DOBSON.
JOHN THOMSON.

For the United States of America:

REMINGTON KELLOGG.
IRA N. GABRIELSON.
WILLIAM E.S. FLORY.





