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Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is my enormous pleasure to welcome you all to Japan and this 21
st
 

Asia-Pacific Regional Space Agency Forum (APRSAF). 

 

Since 1993, APRSAF has served as a forum for space diplomacy in Asia, 

benefiting from its wide range of participants from governments, 

space-related institutions, international organizations and private 

companies.  

 

Meanwhile, threats are increasing in outer space. During the past 

21 years, the number of space debris has doubled.  Accordingly, 

dialogue and cooperation among us have become increasingly important in 

order to ensure the safety, security and sustainable use of outer space. 

 

Against this backdrop, Japan emphasizes the following three points in its 

space diplomacy: 

 

The first is rule-making. Japan aims to develop a set of international rules 

which provide a common understanding for the entire international 

community can deal with the increasing volume of space debris and 

behavior that may cause instability in outer space. 

 

Among the various efforts at rule-making, the “International Code of 

Conduct for Outer Space Activities” proposed by the EU in 2008 should be 

beneficial in ensuring the secure and sustainable use of space. Japan is 

continuing to work actively towards making the code a reality as soon as 



possible. 

 

The second is international cooperation. Cooperation at the global level is 

crucial to realizing the efficient and safe use of the vast outer space. A good 

example is Space Situational Awareness (SSA).  Through a proper and 

more thorough understanding of what is actually present in outer space, we 

can lower the risks caused by space debris.  Japan and the US are sharing 

their SSA information based on SSA agreements concluded between the 

two countries. 

 

Another good example is the Sentinel Asia initiative, which is the offspring 

of this APRSAF. It aims to reduce and prevent the damage caused by 

natural disasters in the disaster-prone Asia-Pacific region by using 

satellites. 

 

The third is dialogue. Japan places importance on dialogue to enhance 

communication among countries and discuss possible cooperation from 

both the civil and security perspectives. 

 

Many of you may know that the Second ARF Space Security Workshop 

was held last October in Tokyo. This highly successful event was co-hosted 

by Japan, Indonesia and the United States. Over 100 participants, 

comprising government officials and experts from ARF members attended 

and engaged in lively discussions.  They shared views on the necessity of 

multilateral cooperation in securing the long-term and sustainable use of 

space as well as on the importance of rule-making in the field of space. 

 

Indeed, APRSAF is another manifestation of our serious efforts to promote 

dialogue in space diplomacy. 

 

I have touched briefly upon the space diplomacy being conducted by Japan.  

In this regard, let me emphasize Prime Minister Abe’s determination that 

Japan will contribute even more actively in securing peace and stability 

of the region and the international community through its policy of 

"Proactive Contribution to Peace" based on the principle of international 

cooperation.  In a changing security environment, no country can protect 



its peace alone. Space security is no exception. We are resolved to work 

together with you as partners to ensure security in outer space. 

 

In closing, may I express my confidence that this forum will be a 

resounding success.  Thank you very much. 

 


