
 

 

JAPAN-AUSTRALIA  

JOINT DECLARATION ON SECURITY COOPERATION  

1. We, the Prime Ministers of Japan and Australia, hereby reaffirm the vital Special 

Strategic Partnership between our two countries, a pillar of a free and open Indo-Pacific that 

is inclusive and resilient.  

2. We commit to a positive and ambitious agenda to deepen and expand our 

comprehensive engagement over the decade ahead.  

3. Our significant trade, investment, defence and security ties, the deep affinity between 

our peoples and our shared values of democracy, human rights, free trade and a rules-based 

international order, make Japan and Australia natural partners.   

4. We will build on the great strides our two countries have made through the Japan-

Australia Joint Declaration on Security Cooperation of 2007 and the Special Strategic 

Partnership established in 2014.  

5. We recognise that our partnership must continue to evolve to meet growing risks to 

our shared values and mutual strategic interests. We affirm our unwavering commitment to a 

free and open Indo-Pacific, which is underpinned, in particular, by:  

 a rules-based order where states resolve disputes peacefully and in accordance with 

international law, and where sovereignty and territorial integrity are respected 

 a favourable strategic balance that deters aggression and behaviour that undermines 

international rules and norms 

 an open, stable, and secure maritime domain underpinned by adherence to 

international law, particularly the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 

in which States can exercise freedom of navigation and overflight and are not subject 

to coercive or destabilising actions 

 inclusive and transparent institutions, norms and standards that guide cooperation on 

shared challenges in domains such as cyber, space, critical and emerging technologies 

and telecommunications  

 countries that are resilient to aggression, coercion, disinformation, malicious cyber 

activity and other forms of interference, as well as to global challenges such as 

pandemics, natural disasters and climate change  

 continuing regional economic integration underpinned by a rules-based and market-

oriented trade and investment system, as well as diverse and resilient supply chains.  

6. Over the next ten years, Japan and Australia will work together more closely for our 

shared objectives. We will strengthen exchanges of strategic assessments at all levels, 

including through annual reciprocal leaders’ meetings, foreign and defence ministers’ 

meetings, dialogues between senior officials, and intelligence cooperation. We will consult 

each other on contingencies that may affect our sovereignty and regional security interests, 

and consider measures in response.  



 

 

7. Our bilateral partnership also reinforces our respective alliances with the United 

States that serve as critical pillars for our security, as well as for peace and stability of the 

Indo-Pacific. Deepening trilateral cooperation with the United States is critical to enhancing 

our strategic alignment, policy coordination, interoperability and joint capability. 

8. We will expand and deepen practical cooperation and further enhance interoperability 

between the Japan Self-Defense Forces and the Australian Defence Force through more 

sophisticated joint exercises and operations, multilateral exercises with partners, mutual use 

of facilities including maintenance, asset protection, and personnel links and exchanges. We 

will reinforce security and defence cooperation including in intelligence, surveillance and 

reconnaissance, humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, capacity building for regional 

partners, advanced defence science and technology, defence industry and high-end 

capabilities. We will explore additional ways to improve the effectiveness of our bilateral 

security and defence cooperation, including through discussions on scope, objectives and 

forms of enhanced operational cooperation between our two defence forces.  

9. We will strengthen cooperation with partners to ensure the benefits of economic 

openness do not engender vulnerabilities that can be exploited. We will promote economic 

security by building resilient supply chains, including for clean energy technologies, 

promoting high quality infrastructure and transparent and sustainable lending practices, 

strengthening protection of critical infrastructure, including telecommunications security and 

resilience, addressing forced technology transfers, including those with more sophisticated 

means, strengthening border and law enforcement collaboration and resisting economic 

coercion and disinformation. We will work together to maintain an open, free, safe, and 

secure technology environment.  

10. Japan and Australia will strengthen our cyber defences and improve our shared 

awareness of cyber threats. We will also enhance our cooperation in the space domain and 

other strategic capabilities vital to our partnership. We will continue to enhance our 

cooperation and information exchange on law enforcement and border security to combat 

transnational and serious organised crime, including on risks to critical supply chains.  

11. In our shared pursuit of achieving a world without nuclear weapons, Japan and 

Australia will work closely with each other to uphold and strengthen the Treaty on the Non-

Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons.  

12. We will advance the women, peace and security agenda, as enshrined in 

UNSCR1325. 

13. We will entrench and expand our cooperation with other partners in the Indo-Pacific 

and beyond, to align our efforts towards realisation of our vision for the Indo-Pacific.  

14. We will cooperate with ASEAN and support ASEAN centrality and the fundamental 

principles of the ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pacific and its practical implementation. We 

will support a resilient and sovereign Pacific region, working with existing institutions, 

including the Pacific Islands Forum (PIF), and to support the PIF with the implementation of 

its 2050 Strategy for the Blue Pacific Continent. We will collaborate to build regional 

resilience in areas such as climate change, health security, energy transition, humanitarian 

assistance and disaster response, and maritime security. 



 

 

15. We commit to leading action at all levels to implement this ambitious agenda for 

enhanced security cooperation, to maximise the potential of our Special Strategic Partnership 

and contribute to peace and stability in the Indo-Pacific region. 

Signed in duplicate at Perth, Australia, on 22 October 2022 in the Japanese and English 

languages, both texts having equal validity. 

For the Government of Japan  For the Government of Australia  


